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The tranſlatour to the 


Reader. 
"4 


\y Reader ) that beholding on a 
\. tage an old Tragedie, wherein 
& be repreſented the miſeries of 
= any one man, or the 'ruine and 
5 deſolationof a whole countrie; 
> TV will not accompany the out- 
ward motions: of the players, with ſome inward 
affection, yea, ſometimes with tearesand vehement 
compaſſion, Which if wedoe-in a play,whereofthe 
matteris many times but inuented, and howfqguer 
itbe <rue, yet happened in Countries farre off and” 
long agoe; the parties neither touching vs in kin- 
dred, northe matter in example: ſurely the dange- 
rous practices and moſt horrible executions of the 
Spaxtſh, [nquiſtion, declared in this booke, which 
now is brought with fireand ſword into the- Tow: 
Countries, the ſodaine impriſonment of honeft 
men without-ptoceſle of: law, the pitifull wand. 
in exilo and pouertie of perſonages ſomtime. rich - 
and weakhy, the wiucs banging on their husbands - 


Here is no good nature (gentle 
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The Tranſlatour to the Readex. 
. ſhoulders, and the poore baniſhed infants on the 
mothers breſts,the monſtrous racking of men with- 
oat order of law, the villanous and ſhamelcfſle ror- 
menting of naked women beyond all humanitic, 
their miſcrable dearh without picty or mercy, the 
moſt reprochfull triumphing of the gopith Syna- 
gogue ouer Chriſtians, as over Painimes and Eth- 
nicks, the conquering of ſubiets as though they 
were enemies, the vnſatiable ſpoyling of mens 
oods, to fill the fide paunches of ambitious idle 
uclings, the ſlender quarrels picked againſt king- 
domes and nations,and all this ancly to hoiſe vp a 
pild polling prieſt aboue all power and authoritie- 
that is on carth : theſe things ought ſurely much 
moreto moue vs to compalsion: Being no Itage- 
play, but a matter fit for any Poet to make a Trage- 
dic of hereafter, cither for that it will bee an argu- 
ment moſt lamentable, or moſt incredible to them 
which ſhall not haue ſeene it; The perſons which 
ſuffer being our neighbours by their habitation and 
dwelling place, our acquaintance by entercourſe, 
our Friends by long acquaintance, of the ſame 
houſhold of faith, and our very brethren in Chriſt. 
And if we weepe when we ſee cruelties ſet forth in 
playes, becauſe the like either hath happened to vs 
- heretofore, or hereafter may betide vs, then have 
wenot ouely good cauſe in theſe calamities of our 
poore brethrento bewailethat which happened to 
them, but alſo tofeare what will follow vpon vs. 
For if we, that not many yearcs fince felebut a*taſte 
of this:lzon whippec, and fince haue cnioyed \ 
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The Tranſlatour to the Reader. - 
neſſe and leiſure to ſerue God, thinke our ſelues fure 
and the ſtorme paſſed, and that wee be bur heaters 
and ſeers, and haue no parts in this Tragedie, be- 
fidesthatwe are vncharitable in fo lightly cſtee- 
ming the griefes of others, we doe alſo fooliſhly and 
dangerouſly abuſe our ſelues. For who is ſo igno- 
rant of the holy Complot and Confpiracie agreed 
on by the Pope and his Champions for the cxecuti- 
on of the Councell of Trent,and the generall cſta- 
bliſhing of this 7»q»;ſitio» ? Behold the attempts in 
Scotland, the proceedings in France, the executi- 
onsin Flaunders, aud if we Engliſhmen hauc one 
of the laſt parts, let'vs bee ſure, as in Tragedies the 
laſt parts and Aces be moſt dolefull, fo wee neuer 
knewyet what perſecution meant in compariſon, to 
that is meant and threatned vs now. If the Diuels 
holineſſe, and his lieutenant generall, the Popes 
maieſtic,were a little moned then, they bee now 
(doubr ye not) enraged, and tranfubſtantiate into 
furour and horne woodnefle, to ſee their revenues 
decay, their Moraſteries and Synagogues defaced, 
their villanics deretcd, their noble champions lain.. 
And therefore you mult ſer before your eyes the 
Diuell in perſan, and the Pope his chaplaine and Cone 
#*/[our, gotten vp into thetop of fore high, moun- 
taine, and from thence ſhewing the kingdomes of 
the earth to fuch Princes as will. themſelues fall 
downe and worſhip, and: thereto dripe the world, 
Which is ſo farrcoff from any figurative ſpeech, as. 
itisknowne t0-be the very-Platforme and foundwti-- 
an of ali thele broylesandtroubles.Be not — 
goo 


The Tranſlatour to the Reader. 
(good Reader) vnderſtand the world, theſe men 
ſceke no religion, For how can they ſecke Religion, 
thatthinke theres no God? They fecke the ho- 
nout and wealth of the world-If the Goſpell would _ 
allow ambition, pleaſure, profite, the Pope would 
_ hauclong face beene a proteſtant. If Popery had al- 
lowed preaching of the truth, reformation of life, 
pouertie :'Pgpery had beene eſteemed [ as it is) Here- 
fie, and fo perſecuted. But the Pope would bee 
thought moſt holy, and be indeed moſt mightic, the 
world is falne from him : he hath ſpent all : nought 
comes into ſupply z he hath a great ſort to enter- 
tainc, a great ſort to reward, a great pompe and 
ſtate to maintaine, Trow yee theſe things will bee 
raiſed of theſpoile of poore Proteſtants? Nay, be 
thou ſure of it, Papi or Proteſtant, if thou be rich, 
and haſt any fleece, it will beall one. Thy land will 
vndoec thee : thy goods will condemne thee. Euen 
as the good" Citizen of Rome, 2. Aurelius in Scylas 
time, that was neither of the one ſide nor the other, 
butlamented theſpoile and miſery of his countrie, 
when as he came into the market place, and heard 
his name read among themthat were proſcribed to 
death, cryedout, O wnhappy man that I am : my houſe 
at Alba is the cauſe of my death, and by and by was 
openly {laine. If eyer there weretime liketo Scxilzs, 
it is now in our dayes, in-which hungry need, and 
vnlſatiable couctouſneſſe armed with crueltic will 
ſparenothing. The ſeruant will betray his maſter : 
the friend his friend and acquaintance: the brother 
ſhall murther his brother. As in the ſame time, 
| | L.Catilina, 
"iy 
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The Tranſlatour to the Reader. 

L.Catilins, he that after would haue ſet fire on the 
Ciric, flew his owne brother,and after prayed Scylla 
that hee might bee proſcribed. The which being 
granted him, he recompenced with killing another, 
M.Marius one of the contrary fation, and bringing 
his head, the blood running along his armes, pre- 
ſented it inthe market place to Scylla, and ranne to 
the holy water-pot of A4pollos temple which was 
hard by, to waſh his hands, a very fit vſe of ſuch ho- 
ly water, The which ſtorieI the rather recite, ſpa- 
ring an infinite ſort of our times, becauſe yee may 
vnderſtand by the way, that 7dols ad holy water bee 
ancient things, ſuch as were before-Chriſts com- 
ming, and will be continued by bis encmies till he 
comeag?.1c, and that knowing the Papiſts religion 
te beno better then thoſe heatheniſh peoples was, 
their coverouſueſſe greater, their need more, their 
cruelty farre paſsing not onely all preſent example, 
buralſoall written hiſtory, you may daily looke for 
worle then Sci{lzs time if they ouercome: having on 
the other ſideno fierceor cruell Mariws to withſtand 
them,nor to quarell with them for the gouernment; 
but a poare flock of filly ſheepe behinde their ſhep- 
heard affraid of the woJues, halfe ycelding, halfe de- 
fending theirliues : and on their fides thouſands of 
deſperate Cati/izes, that to repaire their —_ 
ſtates, will not ſpare neither to kill their owne bre- 
thren, nor to firetheir countrie : and having at all 
times, but ſpecially now ſuch a Scille, vnder whoſe 
banner they fight,as the old Scilla may in reſpeR of 
this, be both forgiuenand forgetten.Take ys 
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The Tranſlatour to the Reader. 
hauenow to our holy Father a Frier, no fecular 
prieſt, but a regular Hcthound, who though he think 
irno robbery to be equall in pompe with his predc- 
ccſlours,and in malice wich the divell his father: yer 
hath he vouchſafcd to take vpon him the ſhape of 
a man, and goeth they ſay)-n1 foot, and maketh his 
tenants the ſtewes keepe-in hike good: huſwiues, 
which is no ſmall reformation,and doth good deeds 
at home, and worketh wonders(forfooth) whiles he 
vndocth all abroad, and opencth ſuch a gap for the 
great Scigneur the Twrke, as never was yet made, 
But what will not theſe tellowes do to reyenge their 
fall : and what oughr not we rather to endure, then 


- to admit theſe ſpirituall tyrants ?-who'would not ra- 


ther be conquered of a mightie Prince and. honou- 
rable (in compariſon ) then of a villaine bankrupt 
prieſt? who hath for theſe eight or nine hundred 
yeares occupied the whole world of credire, and 
now he ſhould come to accompr, kille:h- his credi- 
tours. A miſerable choice, but yet a ready choice, 
For the Twrke contenteth hirnſelte with honour and 
tribute,pergiitting religion . The Pope, no honour 
will ſatisfie him, noriches ſuffice him, no blood af- 
ſvage him : neitherthe death of the living, nor the 
foules of the dead, will content hum. Whoſe very 
name ſhoulg not be ſpoken of without Swrrewerexce 
and great contempr, for the baſcnefſe and vileneſle 


of his.counterfeit ſtate, were hee not fo iuſtly ro be 


hated and abharred as the great abuſer and very. vn- 
doubted Antichrift of the world, and ſwarne ene- 
my of God nd man. "The crucll.and tyrannicall 


y outrages. 
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The Tranſ/letour tothe Reader. 
outrages of whoſe Inquiſttours founded and eſta- 
bliſhed by the Diuell and this Antichriſt, if we con+ 
ferre with the milde proceedings and diſcipline of 
Commitſsioners appointed by God and his Anoin- 
ted, we ſhall thereby ſee cuidently by the heauenly 
iudgement and {entence of wiſe Salomon, to which 
mother the liue childe appertaineth : To the Ro» 
miſh whore.who (in deſpite that (he cannot poſſefſe 
the poore infants that-belong not to her, toſmother 
them ſleeping with the huge and filthy body of her 
traditions and ceremonies ) ſeeketh by all meancs 
poſsiblero divide and mangle them : or to the natu- 
rall and pitifull mother the true Church of the 
faichfull, whoſe fathers and miniſters (knowing of 
whoſe ſpirit they are) ſecke with all gentleneſl& ro 
call homethe loſt ones, and watchfully ro nouriſh 
them. Whole prince imitating the peaccable raigne 
of Sz/omz0n, hath not ſo much as executed the falſe 
Prophets, not killed the wolues, not deſtroyed the 
foxcs. Onely they are tyed yp ſhort, which though 
ic bee no ſuch ſuretie for the little ones as worldly 
wiſdome doth require,and necelsitic long lince hath 
cricd out for, yct is it to them no ſmall griefe to ſee 
the Lambes feed before their eycs, and the pooreſt 
!hepheards.leaft whelpe baying at them :. whileſt 
they in the middeſt of their glutrony and-drunken- 
neſſe, hovle for hunger of their.brethrens fleſh; and 
thirſtineſle of their blood,and pine for very enuic of 
the proceeding of Gods word. If the poore igno- 
rant people will bur comparethe impriſonmen:s of 


the perſecuted Proteſtants,with the reſtraints of the 
B 2 bridled 


The Tranſlatonr tothe Reader. 
bridled Papiſts, their famine with theſe mens fat- 
nefle, their tongues fertered with Iron torments, 
with theliberticof railing,that our men haue and 
vſe,ſeditiouſly againſt their Prince,8& blaſphemouſ- 
ly againſt God, their moſt miſerable and ſtrange 
kindes of deathes, with our mens liuing and liking, 
they ſhall cafily know the tree & the perſons by the 
fruit.VVherefore(good Reader) bauing fo cuvidenr 
markes of their woluiſh and rauening natures,and fo 
good notice of their bloody confpiracie, & ſo way- 
mg the very true cauſe of all theſe troublesand wars 
that be in Chritendome,and theretoconferring the 

reſent executions & ſlaughters, euenin our neigh- 
hs bouſe, the fire whereof may ſoone imbrace 
our owne, let vs be ſtirred vp to pray for their delti- 
nerance,and that irwould pleaſe God,toiturne from 
vs the ſame juſtly deſerved plague for our vnthank- 
fulneſſe. Let vs be ſtrong infaith,and couragions in- 
deed, to tepell theſe common enemies from our 
countrie whenſocuer they ſhall offer that they haue 
ſo long determined. And if inthis tranſlation, there 
ſhall happen to be ſome faults, pardonthem till the 
next imprefsion; for the meaning of the tranſlatour 
was onely to make thee ſpeedily vnderſtand of fo 
greatand ſo-imminent a perill : befides, that thou 
mighteſt vſerhis booke as ataſte in the meane ſpace, 
whilesthe booke of Martyres be reprinted, wherein 
there isa moſtplentifulland notable Hiſtory of the 
like matter and argument. _- 
be 


— - www —w— ———- 


————_—____ _—_y ee _——_ 


tot Ut > 2d eb NS 
w_ 2/5 I ar 

= L © EISEINS 
VESPA 


The Preface of the 
Author. 


— R—_— —_ 


(SCI /ellow-citizens, aud furiouſly ruſh their 
oy , ſwords and weapons mto the very bowels of 
MW their owne naturall cauntrie, and for none 
zen ther cauſe m very deed but for the Inqui« 
| ſition, it would make a wiſe man doubt in 
this caſe whether of them were madae : the one ſide, which main- 
raine the Inquiſition, as a thing moſt holy and wholeſome for the 
Common-wealth;or the other, which ſecke not to awoide any god- 
ly Inquiſition aud reformation of religion, but to defend th - 
ſelues like men worthy of liberty wherein they were borne and 
bred, from a ſtrange, unworthy, and intolerable ſlavery, For 
though they be beth alike ready armed, yet differing aſmuch in 
their opimons and indgements ,as they doe in their mindes and af- 


feftions, it cannot be that right and equitic ſhould bee on both . 


parts: ſo that, if the one hane inſtly taken weapon in hand, the 0- 
ther (no doubt ) haxe done it wiinſty. And to paſſe over the great 
number of inferiour eſtates, it 1s not Jikgly that the cbiefe Soves 
raignes of the world, who are _perſwaded that they _ by all 
meanes poſſible to maiutaine the ſamezand hae vowed the defence 
thereof with great denetion and {ny oath renned from yeare - 
3 to 
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60 oarviedd tre Fro the arinh, or doe ty thing paint 


gs or conſcrence : ſpecially being neither the firft ambors there- 
of, n9 


r mantainmg it 45 4 thing newly deniſed, or without any 


 certaize origina!l, but as that, which being receincd from their 


forefathers, and rexerenced both for the opmion of holineſſe and 
countenance of antiquitie, hath by a power greater then is the 

ower of nan beene eiteemed here among men as aheauenly thing. 
Beſides theſe glorious titles, there be alſo therewnto annexed other 
ſmgular commodities, to wit, a diligent endenour to remone the 
infection that might grow aſwell of the Tewiſh and Mahometical! 
bereſies that daily doe ariſe, beſides the rouenues of the Exche- 
quer encreaſed hereby, and the ſodaine and maruelous enrich. 
ing of d.uers priuate perſonr, which though they be great matters 
in worldly reſpect, yet are th:ynot ſo greatly to be accompted of 
is this cauſe, But foraſmuch as by Chriſts owne ſaying, and by 
naturallreaſon, a man carnot haue a more eaſie or perfett indge- 
ment of the qualitic of a tree, whether it be good or bad, then by 
the fruit thereof , 1 may without offending of any man imthe tri- 


' allof this matter, which i no leſſe profitable then hard and dif- 


fecult to doe, obſerne the ſame order + ſmce the miſchiefe is now 
a/ready fo farre detetled, and men growne to be ſo curious, that 
they fearenot to call into gue tion ſuch things, as they hane hi- 
therto by gre t errour and doltiſhneſſe worſhipped and held for 
maſt holy and ſacred, Now if the Inquilition be a good tree, 
or as they delight toterme it a Holy, 1 doubt not but it will be 
content to ſhew the fruits openly, by th: 200dnefſe or bolineſſe 
whereof it may without fraud or enuie be efteemed how good or 
bely the ftocke it ſolfe is. For light leweth the light, and he that 
acaleth truly ana vprightly is willing te come into th: light, in de- 
fprght of the arnelt andull other darkneſſe, that his workes done in 
the fears of God may come to light” But he that worketh the 
things that be enill hateth the leght, an1haging power and antha- 
ritie, bridleth mens tongues, comering his faults with foreed fi- 
lence, lejf that the light ſhontd diſconer them, and (hem theys to 
be reproxeable. Wherefore let alt Chriftendome now behold theſe 


froites | 
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_ The Preface! | 
frrites of the Holy Inquiſition : which being otherwiſe very: 
plentifnll, by the onely meancs of Gods goodveſſe, wee hane here 
and there plucked for a ſay and tate of the tree, aud by theſe lt 
them indge (' as eaſily they may ) whether this. Holy Tree be wor- 
thy to jtand ſtill, or to be turned vp/me downe. For herein Peteth 
all and ſome concerning theſe matters ; whether the reports that 
L jhallmakg in ths Treatiſe of the Holy ingquiiiton ge true or 
no. Secendarily, how I came to the knowle:!ge thereof. for no man 
will doubt but that this tree doth worthily acſerue to bee hewed 
downe, if there be ſafjicient proofe that it brrddeth forth ſuch pe- 
fxlent bloſſomes, and beareth like fruites as theſe bg. ,IAgaine 1, 
were 4 Aargerons and inconnement matter, if we HET t 
deteft the inguiſition as a ſharpe and mt plague of God, ana: 
therefoxe worthy to be helden [uſfetted, ſhould hane any credite 
gmen ts herein. Wherefore I hae thought it a thﬀig worthy the 
tranaile, to ſhew the brieſeſt and moſt certaine way. whereby the 
truth thereof might without any great rrouble be. wnderftoed. 
That i t ſay, if the King whoſe office it s ſpecialty to ſee to the 
adminiſtration of imftice m his owne dommon, would first bee 
brought to beleene, that both be might of bis abſolute authoritie, 
ard of dutie ought to callthe holy Conrt of Inquilition to ac- 
compts, and that no lawes er decrees of th: making, no. Pritti- 
ledges, no Bulls, no Pardons or dipenſations, fnully, no Oath 
ought to let or hinder him from the doing of his dutie berein, Se- 
condarily, if after. he bad appointed ſwucl» a ſpeciall Commaſſion to 
examine the Inquiſition, he would ſeeks meanes to be enformed of 
ſuch matters by men of granuitie and good conſcrences, who cal- 
ling unto tham others, ſuch as maght be thanght to haue the mott 
knowledge and beſt experience in theſe matters, ms ht learne outs 
truth, as the beſt cuitome t5,in all other courts and couſſtories as 
they callthem. For the which perpoſes thoſe that either preſently 
are, or hue beeue heretofore fettered m the Inquiſitcnrs priſons, 
were firſt to bee. ſent for and examined but wrbrid/ed wm any 
caſe, biumsg thoſe morſe then Iron, bittes,takgn from their Pongues, 
with the which the Inquilition. 6th hitherto kepr her tyrannic 
| ; | | cloſes 
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vloſs; that t5to ſay, their ſolemme ſwearing of th:m to be ſilent 
tle they line, idibietg thetw the oveering of any thing by any 
meanes , that they either knew, or ſaw, or had experience of 
themſelnes vc6. Bagg Holy Inquilition, or their whole 
manner of proceeding againſt them in Court or otherwiſe : 
but that they ſhould rather repute th:mſelnes as dead perſons 
for that time concerning the knowledge of ſenſe of any ſuch 
matters. eAnd as though their oath ( forſooth ) were not amat- 
ter of force enough, they annexe therewnto terrible threatnings. 
By meanes whereof allthe trickes of the Inquiſition hane hither 
to.beene, ſeexet and hidden, and paſſed —_ conert to and fro, 
with acloake and ſhadow of a zeale of godlineſſe, and yet not ſo 
0bſcmrely or ſecretly, but that the whole world ( though confuſedly 
and a5 it were a farre off ) bath at the length eſþied and found out 
their outragions tyrarmy. 
eAnd this is the onely cauſe that maketh all men keepe 
their tongues, leaſt it might bee their happes likewiſe to hane 
experience thereof in themſelues. This bridle I ſay mmſt firſt 
bee remoued and taken away from them of whome theſe queſti= 
ons ſhowld be asked, and libertie maſt be giuen to ſpeaks boldly 
and without danger, if a man would bane theſe ſecrecies come to 
light, that han: Tas hept cloſe ſo long, to the great decay and 
binderance of the Common wealth, Wherefore if ſmall credite 
ſhallbe ginen to v3 in this Treatiſe, or none at all, becauſe wee be 
4s it were a partie, and therefore juſtly to be ſuſpefted, ſering for 
our owne parts wee deſire no credite, but reftrre the matter whol- 
b to diligent and orderly triall, there 1s no cauſe why any ſhould 
thinke better or worſe of it for vs, but judge of it indifferently by 
it ſelfe as it 1s. 
Moreoner it is as greatly pertinent to our purpoſe,to ſhew how 
we came to the knowledge hereof. WheretF,albeit we take God to 
record and onr conſcience, that all this is true, yet notwith- 
ſtanding wee crane no ſuch credite to be aided thereby : neither 
ſhall any have juſt cauſe to lay that to ony charge, that we hane 
gone from the triallof the matter, and vſed this as 4 ſhift, . 
| Ht 
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But to paſſe the Kings treaſurie, and the enriching of other 
Prinate perſons, bowſocuer they came by their weak, becauſe 
weewonld notbee thought to ennie their proſperitie of many #- 
m—_ ſo great commodities 4s wee hane before rehearſed , 
(whereof the fauourers and maintainers of the Inquiſition do com- 
monly make their bragges, that there is nothing that makgrh for 
them, but rather for the contrary part ) it ts caſie for any man ts 
perceine, that will conſider with but thus much, that of ſo ma- 
»y thouſands of people, either Turkes or Tewes , or true Chriſti- 
. ans or heretihes (as they termwe them) andrenolters from the Ro. 
mlb _ a hane come within "ay Inquiſtonrs O_ 
the wery firſt beginning of the Inquiſition , till bi 2 
—— ſeene many thouſands of Sambenites , _ 
ments of ſome that were burned, ſome whom beſides the per 
| and unreconerable infamic that hath redounded ther 
both to themſclues, _ totheir _ pI 
prived of all their ſubRance, To be ſhort, that ſa ſpoiles 
poor ſoules —_—_ to be ſcene as baxe het rad 
for very trifles. : but of any whom they hane inftrutted and amen- 
thdrawn fr erre75, uot ſomuch as enc example 
ner any ove memorial, 54 —_ Pa 
Now 4s ng the originall i/tion , COMe 
FiRMARCe, aud the 7 Sou ritle Ce bledeth mens 
je: now adayes (for what man 1« hebut wonld bow downe and 
ip theſe ſacred names andtitles : The holy Inquilition, 
The fathers of the faith : The Inquiſitors of leud herelies 
and apoſtacie? ) [will ſpeak ſemewhat, to the intent men noay 
by what right they claime ard bold the ſame. 
. After the warres were — — and m_ 
ameus memory expelled the Turkes ont 
—«t Granata,and x90 places in Spainevbich bad ſarped 
ep fpace of 77g. yeares, from the time of Roderico 
the laſt king of Spain,thet was of the race and line of the Goths, 
| El, into the ancient eftate that it was ins 
before, and gotten to themſelues wall fame and renowne , 
they fell from ahoſe cominnall troubles andtumults of warre v0 
c reform 
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reforming and prrging of religion, The occaſion whereof came 
45 well by the Mores, that being conquered had liberty to remaine 
m.Spaine z and enioy all their goods with condition that they 
ſhould receinethe chriſtian faith: as by the Temes,that were m num- 
ber 44 many a the other, who were permitted to continue {#18 vn- 
dex the ſame condition that the Mares did;gommandement being 
inen to-all that were not content to adeyit this condition that they 
dymmediately depart: Spaine', . paſting onertheſfraites of 
Marrocke,andretyre mto their owne countrey. For the lewes ( 4s 
their moi ancient Chronicles doe report ) did inhabite Spaine 
from the time that Titus Emperor of Rome deſtroyed leruſalem. 
1 bo;cauſed. theys to bae tranſported thither, there ts.remaine itt 
whiſerie and thraldome , being notwitbilauding i good caſo. far 
one thing., im that they were not comjpelled; by any to alter.their 
religion till the time of Ferdinando. Wherenpon the kings of 
Spaine I thoſe people were but only Chriſtuans by 
mameand for faſhno ſake, ſuboutring therſelues for foare and 
awe,and for ſafegard of their richgsxavber then avy lowe or xeal 
which they bere to. chretianitie , dewiſed to make. pronifiar, aud 
to take ſome ordey for their better initruttion.. A godly porpeſe 
ſarely,and meet for chriſtian Princes, if ensll counſellers had. not 
maliciouſly pernerted their. good intents. For there were alwayes 
about the king. certatue-Friers af the.order of Saint Damnicke, 


towhom diners. well dſpofſed Princes. gaue very great eare and 


credit, eſpecially in matters of religion and conſcience : which be= 
mg 4 proud and ambitions ſet that taoke upon them great kill, 
and: outwardly . profeſſed much bolineſſe moſt arrogantly and inz- 
prudently; byameanes thereof, bad more free acceſſe to Printes. pri» 
vie chambers, aud:thereupon groweng ta be of their. prinie caun- 
Jell, end obtaining. ſueb credit, that kings were content to bee or- 
tered and direfled by themin theſe and: fuch like goad: purpoſes, 
whereas they fheuld hane prouided godly inſtruttors, paſtors and 
teachers ta win and allure the counterfait chriſtians ( as:it become 
med them) by charitie and gemtleneſſe labonreng with all d:ligenor 
ro withdrawthem fromtherr errors," #0 expbrace true chriitants 


64; ſmcerely and without d1\rimmnlation; they erofted a new _ 
a 
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of Confſtorie of an Inquiſition ; wherein the poore wretcher, in 
freade of better imſtrutlions, wh:rewith there was ſome hope to 
win them, ſhould be robbed and ſpoiled of all their goods, and 
poſſeſrrons, and erthey put to moſt crmell death, or ſuſſer moſt in- 
tolerable torments by whippe or otherwiſe , leading the reſt of 
their life in perpetuall obloquie and 1gnominie , and ſuſtaining 
extream” poxertie by loſſe of lands and goods. Neither was thes 
executed __ vpon ſuch as bad moſt ſhameſnlly blaſphenied 
Chriſt, but the leaſt and moſt trifling ceremenie of the [ewilſh or 
Moriſh law, or the ſmalleſt error in chriſtian religion, whereof 
they did nexer teach them ſo much u their articles, had beene 


. matter ſufficient to condemne them, Tothe furtherance of thes 


wew denice Sixtus the fourthof that name, Pope of Rome,put his 
helping hand by adding his confirmation, ſo that at the length it 
became of ſuch force being ratified and eſtabliſhed by the kings 
authoritic and the Popes , that were it not for that the hugene/ſe 
thereof ts ſuch, that is not able to ſuſtaine it ſelfe, being a thing 
fo burdenous to the world and ſo importable, a man might very 
well thinke it to bee impregnable. See Þ pray youhow well theſe 
godly paſtours pronided for the new increaſe of Chrift's flocke , 
whom they onght to hane had greater regard to feed than their 
owne bellies , and ſhonld not in nulking them hane drawne the 
very blond to denonre it ," nor beſides the haning of their fleece, 
flaine them alſomoſt cruelly tocoger themſelues with the chinnes , 
neither ought to hane ks/led the fathngs,but to cheriſh the weake- 
lings, to binde the broken, to ſeeke the ſtray ſheep and bring them 
home to the folde , like good and carefwll ſhepheards, without 
v/mg ſuch force and violcnce, or claiming any inriſaittion or ſu- 
erioritie ouer them : to whom they ſhould rather ſubmit thens<, 
ſelnes and become ſeruants, conſidering that they are the folde 
of Chriſt But as for ſeeking, they ſought indeed and daily doe, 
inquiring with great diligence after the wanaring ſheepe panting 
and fainting but it ts to ſlay them,not to ſanetbem, But to pro» 
ceed, As the Dminicahs were the firſ# anthors therof ſs for the 
authoritie and eftimarion that they were in with Princes, they ob« 
tained the execution of this tyrannie wnder the prevence of ted* 
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chiag the true chriſtian faith, whereof they had of long time biu 
accounted the patrons, But afterwards by meanes of thei Vn{a- 
Fiable conetouſneſſe and ambition, (for the which two vices they 
are already diſcredited among the common people) as alſo for 
their crueltie and tyraumie which they pratliſed, being exalted to 
that bigh eſtate and dignitic, they became ſo intolerable, that 
the Princes themſelues who lately before had adnanced them to 
theſe eftates, were enforced to diſplace them ,, pretending diners 
reaſonable cauſes and allegations , and ſp conemitted it unto the 
Clergie: Whereof the ancient Churches of the Dominicans hang 
round about with ancients and enſignes of vittorie, oner ſuch at 
they conquered during th: time that they were in anthoritic , #4 
proefes ſufficient. 


Ne from her heart the cauſes old of wrath and ſore diſdaine 
Was ſlaked yet, but in her breft high ſprght did ſtill remaine: 
How Pars: Venu beautie praiſed,and hers efteem'd at nought, 
She abhors the ſtock of Ganimede who lone to heanen hadraught. 


Howbeit they retaine till this day the title and name of Inqui- 
frtonrs ſtill mith tooth and naile, and will one day no doubt haxe + 
a caft at the office againe, andclaime their right, So that we may 
thanks theſe Nickel connſellsrs ' and none other for the Inqui- 
fition at this day, moFt dmelliſhly peruerting the godly purpoſes 
of Princes, which tended to the weale of the Church, and conuer- 
ting them wholly. to the aduancement of their owne commodi- 
tic and eſtimation. Or elſe, whereto I beſeech you appertained it, 
that they which would be accounted diligent and faitbfull ſow- 
ers of the ſeed: of chriftianitie, aud the zealous furtherers of the 
fame, ſhould ereft anew kind of Conliltory, ſo rare and ſirange 
to the whole world, which. is nat ſet vp to informe the ignorant , 
#7 toconnince the obftinate, and bring them to the powlecge 
of tru: religion,cither by perſwaſion of learning,or by charitable 
gealing,the only meanes that Chrift would hawe his miniſters to 
any 4 to compell themby force and might,by rigor and ex 
tremitie, by commiſcions and authoritic, by Kacks & —_ 

amnes. 
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Chaines, Halters,Barnacles,Sambenites, by Fire and by Fa- 
gots : which holy Conſiſtorie of theirs, ts not aſriſted withmon 
of godly conuerſation,or kyowne to be learned in the myſteries of 
holy Scripture, ſuch 45 mould labour painfully in the Lords vine- 
yard, and ſet forward his harneſt : but is garded with Sherites, 
T reaſurers, Notaries, Sumners, laylers, Proftors, Promo- 
ters, or Familiars (a4 they call them) 4 fouls and an infinite com- 
paz. And who would not indge think_ye that all the ſe things were 
deviſed rather to lay new taxes and mpoſitions pon the people , 
and to encreaſe the renenues of the Eſchequey, than for the fur- 
therance of religion, As for the purpoſe, if a man would chuſe 
out a cunning huntſman with all his furniture , hauing bis artil- 
lery about bim, his ſnares, grinnes, heyes, dogges, &'c. and ſend 
bim thus arayed to preach the Goſpel , and publſh Chrift s re- 
ligion , what man [ pray you that were well ad vi ſed, and ſhould 
beheld ſuch a man, hauing his hands daily imbrued with the 
change of preyes and ſpoiles , would not account bim a better 
bumer than a. preacher ? For (doubtleſſe ) the commiſtion an dan- 
thoritie of preaching was giuen to good and godly Biſhops and 
paſtonrs (if any uk there were ) both by the [awes of God, and 
conititutions of man, that they ſhow!d teach andunitruft , as well 
the young nowices as the elder ſchollers,to tread the path of true 
godlineſſe. But theſe men being ſoblmd, or ſo carelcſſe, or both, 
that either they could net, or would not ſee to their office and duc- 
tie in this bebalfe, there was neucr aman of them all,cither Biſhop 
or Dininebut b: thought that a preat part of his dutic touching 
bis funttion.was abbridged & drſpenſed withall,by meanes of ere« 
fling the court of Inquiſition; all good and godly laws concerning 
chriftianitie, are ſo cleane raced out of the tables of therr hearts, 

And this Inquiſition being erefled in this wiſe at the firſt,and 
ratified afterwards by the greateſt authoritie in the wox/d , that 
& to ſay, the Kings and the Popes , though it had the opinion of 
bolineſſe to countenance it, ſothat it ſhould ſeeme to deſerne the 
approbation of moſt men , yet was it nener generally receined of * 
all. For at what time king Ferdinando went aboxt toeftabliſh it 
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# Arragon,which was his owne inheritance deſcended from his 
father, the Nobles of the realme did firft make hnmble ſupplica- 
tion that it might not be eftabl:ſhed. Afterwards, being by vio= 
lence forced upon them, they did alſo with force and wiolence 
withſtand it, alledging that it tended rather to the impeachment 
of the libertie of Hei countrie, then to the reformation of reli. 
gion. In ſo much th:t it was not received ( if a man may ſay it 
were receiued at all,that was forced upon them agamft their wils ) 
till the ſettling of it had coſt many a mans life. And beſides the 
hatred which the Nobles and Commons of that Realme beare a- 

29% this their holy Inquiſition at this day, it d-th well appeare 
. by the death of Seignor Xpila, who being ſent thither by the 
King with large commiſſions to execute the ſame, was ſlaine of 
the Noble men at Sa1ragoila is the Cathedrall Church. The 
which cauſed many of the fooliſh ſuperſtitions people to worſhip 
him enen as a Saint. For it is very certainely reported, that the 
bloud ifſving out of bis body, being newly flame , ſprang out in 
ſuch aboundance, that it ſpirtedto the Altar, By the which mi- 
racle( ſay they )God declared both the innocencie of the perſon,and 
the goodneſſe of the quarrell wherein he was ſlains. Notwithſtan« 
ding all this ,and that diuers other miracles are ſundry times ſeene 
wpen his tombe,to confirme the ſame opinion and thy ie of the 
common people, ſuch is the folly of men, and the power of the 
dimell (as Paul ſaith ) to deceine men which hane reiefled the 
loue ard zeale of the truth, he could neney yet attaine to be ca- 
nonized a Saint, and caliedSaint Aepila : foraſmuch as enter- 
priſing a inſt quarrell,he was not only found to haue a ſhirt of male 
02 at the time of his death, ( which thing notwithſtanding they 
ſay, he might wellenough haue entyed the holy name of a Saint ) 
but he bat alſo vr.der Ft other garments a ſhort hanger by his 
ſide, and that ( forſooth ) only hindred his abſolute honour. 

Thu Inquiſition you will ſay was not brought in, to the end 
that any ſhould thereby be mſtrufted m the prmciples of true re- 
ligion, bt onely that "4045 by meanes hereof mght bee 'aboli- 
ſhed. Marry ſo mnth we yeeld unto them mdeed For it appeareth 
plainely 
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plainely by the zeale that was in thoſe good Princes, that they had 
a better meaning with them at the firſt, then that which through 
ther wicked connſellours afterward was put in execution, The 
Inquiſition being thu eft«:b'ſhed for the: ſame ends and purpe- 
ſes which I haue before mentioned ( as ſome affirme ) before the 
battell at Granata, which m:heth nothing againit me if it be ſo, 
the charge of inſtrufling the people in the principles of religion, 
WAS fot referredto Vicars and Curates, and from themtranſla- 
ted to the Wardens of the Church, and afterward to the Clerkes 
in enery towne and pariſh, who taught the ſimple abuſed people 
their Aue Maria, Pater nolter, their Credo, with Salua re- 
gina, i» Latine ſhall [ ſay, nay in 4 barbarous kinde of Latine, 
and that with ſporting themſe/ues, aud mocking the poore ſilly 
ſoules, without any deuotion or z.eale, not without reward neither, 
but very dearely ang at 4 bigh price;many times beſides therr com- 
mon wages, they were payawith the goodwines honeſtie, or the 
danghters virginitie. For the other fine comandements of the holy 
Church, which they [1d were neceſſarie to. ſaluation : that ts to 
ſay, the hearing of Maſſe on holy dayes. and. famdayes : The go- 
eng to ſhrift and holy confeſſion: The receints:g of holy bread, 
the due obſerging of Faſts enioyned by the Church , and the true 
paying of their tithes and Church-duties, theſe things I warrant 
youwere beaten into their heads in plaine words and mother. 
rongue. By which kinde of diſcipline, what other thing 4 pray 
youconld ſceme tobe ſought , then to bring men into a heape of 
perpetual errours ? «And the court of Inquiſition being erefted 
on the other part for reformation of errours, they might be ſure 
like good bunters to lodge the Deere,and take their ſtand, and ſo 
to as continyall prey. But to proceed, let vs grant them . 
thus much, that the Inquiſition was ordained to none othey end, 
and that they be tws ſenerall. ang d:ſtuift offices, to teach the 
faith, and to roote out hereſies, yet were it the part and duttie of 
good and diſcreet connſellanrs, ta pramide that the autboritie 
committed to Biſhops, by the bgly Scriptares of God, ſhowld not 
thereby betaker from then : neither bowls any other. perſwaſion 


enter 
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entry inte their heads that there were any other fire or ſword to 
root or hereſies, but only the ſword of Gods word : both the which 
rhivfgs the holy «Apoſtle did moſt enidently teach in the Epiſtle 
to Titus; where among other qualities requiredin 4 Bybop, 
would hawe him embrace the word of God fit for inſtruftion, 
that he may be able to exhort by wholeſome dofirme, and to con- 
nince the gamſayers and aduerſarics. For ſurely a true and inſti- 
fring faith cannot be forced, ( the nature thereof is ſuch ) ns 
more can berefie be deſtroyed by the beretiches death, But the 
word of God is moſt apt and fit for both purpoſes. For thereby 
faith is not only engendred, but mcrcaſed TE merucl. 
houſly, and whatſoencr is not agreeable to true faith, if it be exa- 
mined and tried by the light of this word, ſhall ſoone be bewray- 
ed. Wherefore t onger jor to baxe reſorted to the Scriptures, 
and takgn counſellgf them, whether they bad limuted any puniſh- 
ment for ' ſuch as ſhould ſhew themſelues wilfullaud obſtinate a- 
gainſt the truth, or the maſt cruell execution that can be by fire, 
For as concerning the confiſcation of goods what can be t 
more wretched and conztons, or more vnjuft and ſhameleſſe, or 


farther from the profeſſion of a Chriitian man ? And to let paſſe 
their open infamy, the faine whereof will bardly be purged - 


« rain, who can worthily ſpeaks enough againſt them, that v(e 
the ſame kinde of puniſhment encn againſt thoſe poore wretches, 
whom they baxe perſwaded to recant their erronrs ? Paul in the 
place aboue mentioned, appointeth no penaltic, for as much as it 
may wellbe, that the partie condemnmed may in time be reclaimed, 
and ther, mercy ought rather to be prattiſed of every good 
ſo:pheard with all gentleneſſe and lone, then any ſuch extremitie, 
But let vs enter further, and ſee what Paul appointeth for ſuch 
as are obitinate perſons, Anoide the company of an bereticke 
( ſaith he ) after one or two admonitions. Firſt hee would haxe 
him charitably admeniſhed of bis error twice or thrice, and that 
by the Byſbop, not cited into the court, not put co the tormemts, or 
_—_ puniſhed for bus erronious eginions with ſuch extremi« 
tic, and ſo continually. Then if gentle admenition will —_— 
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hon, there ts good cauſe why both the Biſhop and the whole 
congregation may rejoyce of the winning of a brather, to be 
a member of Chriſt, But if ſuch admonitions will not pre= 
waile, h: connſelleth vs to proceed to excommmunication : 
that ts to ſay, to cut him off and exclude him the company 
and fellowſhip of the Chriſtians : the which notwithſtan= 
ding muft not be executed in way of renenge of his error, 
but miniftred as a medicine for his amendment. And this 
judgement of the Diſciple agreeth wth the rule of his Ma- 
feer : If hee wil notgiue eare to thee, nor other ( ſaith 
he ) that is to ſay, them that haue ginen him admonition 
the ſecondtime, Lethim bethencetorth accompted of 
-a8 an Ethnicke or Publican. ' hich i' as much in vn- 
derſtanding, as if he had newer receined the fath, In this 
degree of ſeneritie, which being duely conſidered is ſhare e- 
nough, Chrifts diſcipline ſtayeth, and proceedeth no further, 
Amnd this is the Court, theſe be the lawes thereaf, and the 
whole manner of proceeding, wherewith a true Chriſtian 
man ( if there had beene any ſuch among them ) ſhould hane 
contented bimſelfe in proceeding againſt his brother being 
beſide the right way; or againſt any herefies, of what ſort or 
condition ſoener the be, becanſe Chriſt hath thought them 
to be ſufficient, and pronided theſe remedies, which the 
Church hath alwayes vſed from time to time to great profite, 
#n the rooting vp of all hereſies that at any time grew therein. 
As concerning the putting of heretickes to death, it i like 
altogether,as if a Phiſician,to the intent to rid the patient of 
his diſeaſe, ſhould for the nonce rid him alſo of his life, 
Moreoner, they that doe pretend moſt of all now adayes the 
rooting vp of bereſies by ſuch meanes,do n0t only not attaine 
thereunto, ( for as yet the world is blmdea, to take falſhood 
for truth ) but if it were ſo, then by taking away his life, 
they cut him off from all thoſe meanes and poſſibilities where= 
by he might attaine his owne ſaluation. For it might very 
well com to paſſe in time, foraſmuch as Gods ps. node 
D are 
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re deepe and incomprehenſible , that the partic cominuing 


_ #lidamight bee brought into ſome better caſe, But it is to 


be feared will ſome [ay,left he infeft others, Truc it is, 
ard for that conſideration both Chriſt and his Apoſtle com= 
mandeth us to eſchue bim , and to cut himoff from the bo 
&y of the Church. But if they would nerdes proceede far- 
ther , andypon other reaſonable conſiderations puniſh ſuch 


. objtinate perſons more ſenerely ; were not the ordinary ma= 


giftrate ſufficient to execute the ſame ? Doubtleſſe their 
anſwer will bee this , that the knowledge of hareſies, can 
in no caſe appertaine to the ſecular magiftrates; becauſe 


they for the mo#t part are ignorant in the holy Scriptures 
and Eccleſiaſtical affaires ; For this is a common ſaying. 


with theſe Fathers that are ſo. far ſeen in Gods ſecrets that 
neither the knowledge nor determination of matters in reli- 
gion doe appertaine to the Secu'ar magiitrate, ai they terme 
him in deſpight. and reproach But I pray you inwhat reſpett 
are they themſelmes choſen to ſupply thoſe places, and to bee 
Inquiſitours to determine matters of faith , whereof they 
aretermed the Fathers , or to diſcuſſe hereſies, whereof they 
are ſaid to ridd: the world, being neither learned in Scrip- 
theres, nor ableto teach th2 beliefe ? For they are thought 
men goodenougo far that offic:if thiy be Dottors m the ci- 
will and canon lawes. As for their Dinines {and yet.a ſilly 
diuinitie God kyowes ) traly ſmce the time that the Domini- 
cans were diſplaced thence,'wherof I made m:ntion before ) 
we hawe not ſeri any of th:m execute any ſuch office. Yea, 
what if ſince that time thzre hath bin a» order taken \4 the 
Inquifirors and entred intotherr books that wo Dinine thence- 


forth ſhoxld occupy any ſach place? Now as concerning the Ci<. 


il law,ſurely the Inquijtors ds nat excei!! the ſecular magi- 
ferate; and as for thec:non gf amin were neuzy ſo wel ſeen 
iu it;they cannot deny # ut it ſernet) as little tothe dectding 
of matters in religion c5 the ciuil. How then is it poſs:bleta 
be atherwiſe,b:t that ren ſee innorant mea bee ad-nittzd 

8, 
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to determine matters of Religion,as hane no manner of knows 
ledge inthe holy Scriptures , ſane only a little poore thill in 
the conſtitutions of mans braine they muſt needs true ſweet 
into ſonre, and ſoure into ſweet : call light darkeneſſe, and 
darkeneſſe light ? That i to ſay, in profeſſing themſelues 
to bee the Patrones of faith, roote ont all faith, and 
maintaine monſtrous erronrs : flea the children of God, 
and cheriſh the children of the dinell : kill the ſermants of 
Chriſt, fofter, maintaine, and encreaſe the ſernants of An 
tichriſt. | 

Here they will anſwer vs, that albeit they themſelues rar 
no more judge of matters touching faith, than a blinde man 
can'of colours, yet they take imto connſell and commiſſion 
with them, todebate ſuch matters, drvers Dinines whoſe pre= 
ſcript rule and order they put in execution, ſpecially Domi- 
nicanes, who hawe not ing now to doe with the high autho- 


* witie and commiſſion of Inquilition, ſawe only that they 


are admitted to conſultations, and to the Qualitications of 
doatine, as they rerme it. 

And here though we examine not narrowly with what quan- 
Fity of Dininitie they come furniſhedto ths office, yet we may 
eaſily gheſſe. that being remoned for the cauſes aforeſaid, and 
thought wnfit for the place, they are not ſmce growne much 
more apt: ſpecially ſeeing beſides their old infirmities, t 
are prieuonfly ſicke of their ancient ſhame; daily renewed 
beholding from a low place, the loftie Tribunall. ſeat from 
whence they are diſmounted, and are in a perpetual beadach 
and madneſſe of jealous men, to ſee their aduerſaries enio 
the honour which they hage lofF. Wherein we report ws to t 
Tuquiſtours themſelnes, for no mankyoweth better then they, 
what tokens the poore Dominicanes gine outwardly of the 
great bile within their breſt full of malitions matter, 
4s oft as they are called to thoſe grane and waightie 
deliberations : in-ſo-much that it hath perhaps 


thought onto ſhut then quite out of the Inquiſtonrs doores. 
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But Loe to, they are peradventure amended fluce, Why 
might not then the or magiſtrate call the ſame Di. 
wines to the ſame conſultations ? Now to appoint any man 
ww of matters which b:s under/tandeth not , where- 

wwſt needs bang altogether of other mens opinions 
and ſentences what ſocner f,5ey bee , what an iriquite 5 
this ? what a peruerting of all law andinſtice ? Who there= 
fore can maraell, if when we ſee the Huly Ionquilition ſit 
im her heauenly Tribunall ſeat, we ſay with Salomon, I 
haue ſeen vngodlinellelitin thefeat of judgement , 
and iniquitie inthe place of juſtice ? And yet notwith-= 
ſtanding all this, what libertie and prerogatine they will al. 
low themſelnes, in the very ſame matters which they puniſh 


 wothers,as the higheſt points of hereſie, you may behold in 


the example following. | 

It happened a few yeares paſſed yu Barchinon 4 very fa- 
wous Citie inthe teritory of Cathalonia , that when t 
ſhould march forwardm their proceſsion on corpus Chrj« 
{ti day to carry the Maſſe bread about, and all. things were 
ready, requiſite to ſo ſolemne a ſhew, eucn asthe Prieft that 
had danced the Tragicall high Maſſe, ſhowld couch the bleſ= 
fed hoſt in the golden pixe, 4s the Dinell would bane it , it 
WAs t00 great 4 compaſſe to be put inthe boxe. All men were 


awaſed : thewhole jhew ftaied : there was not a man in that .. 
great and notable aſſembly that knew what to doe , in 4 caſe-. 


ſe ffrange and ſownlooked for, Now ſurely it was 4 ſport 
alone, and a ieſt worthy ſo great a company. 
Some perhaps of the wiſer ſort , ſaw no way but one to 


belp at a pinch ; namely to begin a new Maſſe in Gods nane. 
ard with better Incke , and to ſhape a cake fit for the boxe. - 


Batt. that was too late: for the proceſcton had farre to: gee , 
aud it ma; too too much paines to defer it any longer. And be- 


fades, perchaxce there was nener a fir Tobn there but had 


brote his faſt well, the better to take painerin ſo preat 4 

ſotewniity. Aud tho the Dinines were of opmion that bee thad 
43d t4 | ct ang 
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The Preface. 
ung the high Maſſe, might diſpatch another in caſe of neceſs 
7 et ko good ſoule looking for nothing leſt then ſuch a 
-n alrcady [upt vp the rinſmg of the Chalice, as 
bus dutie was to doe. Well fir, there was one of the — 
torr, a man of Arragan,whoſe name was Molonio. The, 
Gentleman bemg 4s baſtie by nature, as bold by amthoritie, 
made no moreadoe, but tooke « paire of ciſſours, and pared 
his maker where be was onergrowne, and ſo by a little paring, 
put both him in the boxe, and the people ac bouts, Some 
perhaps will praiſe this mans preſent wit in. ſo great a dif= 
ficultie : others will abhorre and deteſt his godleſſe and raſh 
boldneſſe : others will bewaile and lainent the hard fortune o 
their God ſoto be pared and circumciſed by the curſed havid, 
of a cruell Inquiſtour. But good Lord, if any other had 
beene ſo ſauciobut an Inquiſitor, ſpecially if he had had any 
Temes blaod in bim, how would they hawe handled him trow - 
you ? Indeed Molonio was put out of office : but he tarried 
vot many dayetere he was. ſent to be Inquiſitor at Siuil, 
for they nut not loſe ſa ſhout a ſonldier of the Inquiſition 
far atrifle. What ſhould we here talks of the Popes antho- 
ritie ? they extoll and abaſe bim : they adore him and contemm 
him : they rexenge his wrong and doe him wrong, enen as hee- 
ſeruath or hindreth their bob office, Wee purpoſe not to pro= 
ſecute theſe matters any furtber, meaning oxly to touch them 
in way of Preface, to declare by what beginnings aud occa- + 
ſons the Inquilition #5 ne: what antiquitic and holi- 


world v 


* meſſeit _ : and _ it bath m_—_ to the 


the title of reforming religion. Theſe things 


qualitie, as 19 boneſt man cau either plamely denie; thews, or 

ju/ty exciſe them, no man enght to- marwell if the people, . 

which hae otherwiſe hitherts beene moſt dntifully obedient 

to their Magiſtrates, to drme ſo horrible a peſtilence from 

theix conntrie; bane betaken themſelues to their Weapons and 

defence of armes, as hajing none- other" -more' reaſonable 
D 


3 meanes 


The Preface. 
meares to helpe themſelues. 
. They proteit,that _ ſeeks not to awoide the refarmation 
of religion, which 7 artily wiſh for, ſo that it be ſuch a 
one 44 1s worthy of ſo good a name, and bee direfted by the 
preſcript word of God which ought to be the onely rule of 
religion, toall that lome true religion. cAnd in that behalfe, 
what can they hope for of the Inquiſition, beſides that it 
hath already yeelded ? They proteft further, that they owe 
to thetr lawfull gonernonrs, and that by the expreſſe word of 
God, obadience, | nar and tribute, the which they are moſt 
ready to performe with therr accuftomed chearefwluefſe and 
bearty uu will, Only they humbly pray aud befeech, that 
it may be-takgn of them without the diſhonony of God, and 
the moFt miſerable captinitie wd thraldome of their conſri- 
exces, the which ought to bee more recommended , and 
Meare to good and godly men, then .their very lines. 
proteFt beſides, that they will not any manner of wayes ſhake 
off the yoaks of juſt obedience to their Magiſtrates, but 
complaine,( ard that not without great canſe ) that beſi 
the eajic and gentle yoke which they bane hitherto borne with 
that meckeneſſe of heart that became them they are ſcomr- 
gedwith the tron whips of the Inquilition, which ſceketh 
nothing but the ſlaughter of innocent Citizens, and the con- 
fiſcation and fpoile of their goods. They might bane in times 
paſt with ſome colonr blamed the men of Arragon, which 
receined not the Inquiſition without tumnlt and bloudſhed, 
for it was then conered with that goodly and freſh name, and 
ſhew of holineſſe: neither as yet fads raged againſt all in. 
fferently, but only agamit the lewes and Moores, and 
e bs or very plauſible and apparant canſer. But now 
ſme it hath not ceaſed to bring forth ſach fruites, as wee 
haxe rebearſed for theſe threeſcore and fifteent yeares : 1 
thinks they ſhall not ſceme to be madde, that ſeeks by all 
meanes to them poſſible, to drine it from their borders. 


Neg, they might rather be truly judged to bee maitlde =_ 


mm_——_ - 


The Preface, 
if in ſtead of their faithfull fathers, and good ſhepheards 
and preachers of true religion, thty would wittingly and 
willingly receine into their houſes the very enemies, and moſt 
cruel deftroyers of all faith andreligion. eAndif there be 
any that kyrow them not to bee ſuch as wee terme them, let 
themread but part of their fieights and manner of procee= 
dengs diſconered in this booke, ( for wee conld not 
learne them all,) and let them well waigh 
and conſider them, and 
then judge. 
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A DISCOVERY AND 


plaine declaration of ſundry policies pra... 
7&iſedinthe Spaniſh cd vrong 


Cnare. L 


The manner and das well 5 a 
tr 


Jail Henſocucr any denunciation (as they 
\= Vs J ( termeit) er rather information 18 gi 
/ c ven againſt any perſon,beit ondy tor 

3 [4 matters of no great importance (as 

| nothing commeth —_ court ſo 

lunple, bur the parties acculed are very great- 

ly endamaged thereby) the In he Ioquliors accuſtemably 

erhic kn ofa Peſt ey fuborne ſome one 

out of a number,ſuch as have learned their leſſons far 


the nonce(commanly called Faneliers) who —_— 5M 


poſe ſhall caſthimſelfe to meet one; and being proui 
ded afore hand what to ſay, ſhall greet himon this ** 


wile.Sir, » it was my chance to beewith my 
Lords the In as they. $0 have 
erchofyor ther Grier had with you a= 


—_— oftheir affaires, and therforegaueme in 
charge to ſummon you to-appeare before them to 
ED Nowthe party may not{be-- 

refuſe erdifferreto comebus 


Em 


ESE Fry 


A Diſconery of the * 


an, ap 4-55 in pt 

ut befo x ihpchex Ghioah = . 

"The Court ute is. VV Ho agſWergth, »ihatxellordgy} Wh 
and priſom Was oh gent vndertheir Fronews to.comeand ſpe 

ofthe Isqui» with them, Then inquire'they his name ; 2% that 

ſim, Kknowne,what he would: for as for vs (lay they) we 

wot not whether you be the! ſame man that wecom» 

manded to be here with vs,yea'or no, Marry now (i 

thens youare come,if you have any thing to cof -rme 

vs ofin this holy Court either of younſeltg.or of 

other,in diſcharge. of your conſcience ( berg Jer 

hear jt. Wheruntoithe party either anſw; 

| hathnofuch mattersx0 cnforme; them y 

* toftandvpon that poiactothecad with » Woke: 

ſeeke nothing els bur his vndoing and ſuch-as be fhall 

Oo omennetinph & lafeſt way that hay betaken); 


s 


«4 te 
At "the taquiſiter 
inrentthe rn to fear.and-am ehimthat thus 
foolithly- hath made himfelfe fo fic a. dl rthaw 


to preyyponz7altlaokeronearanother;; 4 
cing asthoughtheyhad Faerie ovens fea 
their eyeuypon hin and behold: kmizearnettly : und; 
wh > re prpurrertr yon (Iwornor whether 


TEES 
That 

ri rr err | 
matided tocome parry” 
thus ir- examinacien;: roo Denndonbrerke 
orerwh zirigle? 
hidden behind ſore Rad a: = 
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manor noit haply the Inquilitors know 
not. Then licencethey him to depart,being aſſured 
wit is he which ſhall minifter matterfor this tragedy, 
and perhaps call him not before thern@f 2.0r 3.moneths 
after,(pecially if he be there inhabitant for if he be a for- 
reiner;they lightly giue himaorſo great reſpir. Thenext 
time,when thcir pleaſureis toſend for him, they exhorr 
him againe,that if he know or haue heard any thing that 
concerneth their holy Court,to diſcloſeit vatothem.For 
we know right well (fay, they ) that you have dealt with 


certain perſons ſuſpected in religions which if. you will - 


confelle of your own accord, allure your felfe youſhall 
receive no harme:therefore we charge you take heed and 
looke wellto your ſelfe.Our opinion is of you;that like a 
good Chriſtian, man, you will call ro your remembrance 

uch things asare by-palt sfor indeed amans memory is 
wezk(we wot well)and may fail him,and therfore it way 
be you haue forgotten,and faine would tellallyou know 
if youcould callit co mind. By theſe and ſuch like ſubtil- 


ties they abuſe many lilly ſoules, or els diſmiſle thems for 


that time: yet ſo, azthey ſhall not think themſelues cleer- 
ly diſchargedzbut.to keep them; continuallyoccupiedand 
vnquieted 11 theirminds,and to make themfandin dai- 
ly fear & awe of them, tell them it may be they ſhall haue 
further matter againſt them, and occaſion rocall them a- 
gaine. Yet ſometime it hapneth that they beare with ſome 
perſon,and winke at him maty dayes ,. and with-fome 
whole yeares,frethey cauſe him to be apprehended! al- 
wayes prouided,thathe ſhall haue one or other of theſe 
iolly mates to keepe him company, whereſoeuer hegoz 
and waite vponthim at an inch to creepe into hisbo- 
ſome,and grope his conſcience 2 who vnder\-thecolour 
of friendſhip andfamiliaricy , . very craftily and ſubtilly, 
 Whillthe good man thinkes:no harme;. ſhall-daily come 
and rithohimyand hauean eye toall hisdoings, & _y 
exe" B 2 wit 


FOTOS Inquiſition. ''s 
be Rev 'ſo,as he may ſee the parties face, and know if ' 


E 


a Tharhecd q1s yd lene be, where« 


that wichoue the wp "Ne afGode holy row. 
out rhe ſpeciall ay Gods prout- 
dence, it is not: poſſible for a man to eſcape their 
ſnares. Now FO the Inquilitors chancetoncet 
nf och peſoen diſmiſſed, they ſalute him-very 


kind ofentertainement tendeth to none other end 
but to make the man more careleſſe of his lreged 
foto; vadoc himerehe be aware. But what LF? 


*: IT cheſs dniable a 
| Rn ls Gy _ or 
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ben pinch 
| leaving himarlarge,and huntin wet ſh, and by 
_ ante remit larerielrſaieron , and eareth vpeue- 
= : - ry morſe? Wheccin it may bethat ſome ſecret mylte. 
__... 5 hv hid, which all the world perceives nor, noral- 


devehis kind. of dallying with their prey , they vie 
not with every body alike, in fuch fore as is before 
declared. For they haue very great reſpeR of perſons 


they deal notin this ſort either with ſuchſtrangers or 
town-dwellers as they thinke are like to eſcape from 
them by this liberty,neither yerwith ſuch as are char 
{4 with great matters, whom they thinke needfullto 
. Pres. Ars betimes , ſpecially if :rhere be anyhope 
d -thatbytheir canſeſſionthey ſhall haveintelligence of 
on any 


pon? 2:43 


; pe gr gums fenoy fſhew him a good COuntenance,proe -- 
" mifing to ſtand hisgood friend, All which courteous: - 


ether without gain to theſe hely Officers. How- . 


and cauſes in this behalf. Which is a plainitokenthat 
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hend any perſon that is accuſed, they vic ta ſend Pa x 


Biſhops deputy of that diocefſe or Ordinary (as they call 
him ad oe him priuy te the d Geions of the wite 
Rell agai aſtrhe party accuſed{which they call an Infor- 
| mation) after a little conſultation had with him of the 
| matter,they all ſubfcribe to a writing, which is a warrant 
| direQed from them to attach him:which kind of deali 
ſcemerh to haue a ſhew of good equity Forſooth they 
not bee thought to touch any of another mans 
without:th'aduiſe & conſent of his own Paſtor, .who be-- 
ing falli & vnskilfull(God knows)inthe duty. of 
a Paſtar(as commonly all of that coat:vnder Papacy are) 
q is brought to.giue his. conſent;that the ſheep ouer whom 
he hath aſpeciall charge,ſhall 6r{t be fleeced,& afterward 
miſerably flain;$ bereft of goods &c life. Foras yet there 
hath neuer any breach bin heard of about theſe: matters 
betwixc the Inquilicors and the Ordinary for defending. 
any ofhis flacke tha hath: been by them ſent to cxecu» 
tion. Yet maya man your imes,yca daily almoſt,great 
numbers dy in priſon,ſo ger-ſteru'd, fomeextreame 
ly racked and diſmembred in eucry ioynt of their bodies, 
> in the midſt of their torments yeelding vpthe 
Ghoſt betwixt the tormentors hands. (a»1 will not faile W. 
hereafter to declare, when | ſhall be occaſioned to treate . 
therof more conueniently)inſomuch that the Inquiſitors - 
wil ſay of ſome of them os they wereas harmleſſe men, 
and as innocent; and put to death as wrongfully as any 
men could be:Wherby it is euident, that this ſending far 
h the Ordinary toconferwithall, about the apprehending 
of ſome ynder his cure, is a very vaine thing,- and ragher : 
a fooliſh ceremony, than a marterſerious ar dane gf any- 
rn. - nd to te} _y plaine truth;their poop to bid h 
inary to. a banquet. to. quaffe-his :part: of the Bavquer: - 
blood of his owne:-ſheepe , that the-wol wo Ug 
nue the faſter friends, Our Lord.Chrift, the greatſbep- 
Heard of the ſbeepe, come _—_ hee. ſeeth his i | 
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WE.---; A Diſcouery of the 
andrenderto each of chem according to theirownede- 
ſerts; Yer ſometimes it hapneth;thartthey-calbnot che Qr- 
dinary to counſell,beforethe party be both accuſed and 
apprehended. For bcing well atlured that hee will not 
gainſay them, nor controuleany of their doings , they 
thinke it enough when the party is falt & forthcoaming, 
then to declare tothe Ordinary the occalion and man- 
ner of their proceedings: who hearing it read vato him, 
liketh very well thereof, aſwell that they haue already 
done, as is alſo content with whatſoeuer elsthey can 
deuiſetodo. Now if any that is accuſed doc chanceto 
makean eſcape, either before he be apprehended or af+ 
ter,then vie they all deuices that may be to find himand 
ferch him againe, Neither is it ſufficient that they giue 
the ſearchers certain common ligns andtokens to know 

|  himby,asto deſcribe his apparell, his countenance, age 

- Counterſ4its &c. but they draw his counterfaite as lively as may bein 
ſundry patrernes , and diſtribute-them among the ſear- 

'Z chers,to know the partythe more cality by , whom per 

WW hapschey never ſaw inalltheir lives: whereof | will res 

| -port you atruetale for example. 

Notlong agone they apprehended a certain Italian at 

\ $3xi/,who had wounded one of the Paratours on a time 

'being at Rome,commonly called the Inquifitors A/gua- 

The AMlgus- "241. And albeitthe Familiars that were ſent to ſeeke him, 

win Thad his counterfaite about them,asthey vie to haue: yet 

mannerefs notwithſtanding hapning vpon him at Sim/,and halfe in 

Sheriffe. doubt whether ic were he - w —_ hee _ 

his apparell, and ofpurpolecha isname, - 

ſued + good while nity of ders ſuſpicion; which 

they had by his countenance that it ſhould be he. There- 

fore one day as he was walking and talking with diuers 

in the Cathedral Church at Siui/they foiid out this new 

' devicero attempt hinpwichall, ſeemely for ſuch Familiars, 

Two or three of them came ſomewhatnighabout- him, 
andushehapned to turne in his walkez = | 
. wow 


- ——- 
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towards them,on a ſuddaine-one ofthemcalleth himby 


bis old tarde. The beingonearneſt ralke, and mi- 
Gnifting oathing, ſuddenlylodked behind him,& made 
anſwer: whereupon the catchpoles forthwith laid hands 


on him, and were cleerely reſolued that hee was the ſelfe 
fame man. T his fellow lay in yrons agoodſeaſon ,- and 


afterlong impriſonment was whipped about thetowne) _ 


and condemned to the gally perpetually; and chus wad 
he ſerued for hurting the Alguazs/, partly through his 
ownefolly and negligence tor wantof a little heedeta- 
king. The which deuicesalbeit they be very fubtile, and 
fuch-asnowmans wiſedome can auoide/+yer- ſhalt ir note 
be greatly amilſerv ſhew oneother ſpecialexample,how 

oftentimesmaketh them ftarke fooles:and guardeth 


. hi 
% % 


his withaholyikind of policy, that they may beeable to_—]/ 


goe an ace beyond them. Not long tince thete was # 
certaine mandfrhe Low Countriesthat had eſcaped our 
of the Inquiſttors priſon at Valladolie, who wagappreh&- 
ded for the profeſſion of the Goſpelh,and hadibin# long 
{eaſon in priſon: There went out to ſecke him (as the cu- 
tome is)diuers ottheſe hunting Familiars-who within a 
fewleagues off, ouertookehim in the high way,and ſtay- 
ed him. The party told them flatly heewas- riot the'mian 
they tooke himfor z and yet would nottheſe *good'fel 
lowesleauec him , but by force and ftrong hand went a- 
bout to bind and bring him backe againe,''ftill contrary 
ing him, affirming himto be the ſelfe-ſame man whom 
they tooke him to be: and thereupon demanded of him 
not doubtingly, but as though the matter: werevery 


cleete ; Are not you he(Sir) thateſcaped''ont of the 1n-- 


quiſitors priſon at YValladelir,about eight dayesfincerNot 


KSirs) faith he,ſerting a | ras _ = the-matter'y' and. 
am no {uch man, but am! news+- 


therefore view me betrer. 
ly come-from Caftxe, where | have wrought-in tine 06- 


cupation 2 great while: and becauſe you ſhall the better 
credit my words,and know it to beſo, *here is my tef}f. | 


The Fiſcal,... 
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than by day. Forl tell you gt 
. ſort that are 


moniall which I carry for my-paſport, take and readeit : 
and forthwith tooke out a certaine wricing which he had 
about him, and offred it them to read. Whichy after they 
had read it, they gaue credir vato, and lerhim/goe with 
ſhame enough that they had been ſo childiſhly deceiued 
in taking one man for another, as to their thinking they 
had done. And as touching the teſtimoniall that ſtood 
him in ſo good ſteed, this is the truth of it. After his de- 
parture out of priſon, making as much ſpeed in his iour- 
ney as pollibly he could, he chanced to meete with a 


countrey man of his by the way, one of his old acquain- 


tance newly come from Ca#i/e, and tro helpe himſelfe 
withall in this diſtre(ſe, found meanes to obratmne his 

port, which beyond both their ex ions, as God 
would hauc it (a thing ſo appointed by his ſecret proui- 
dence) did ſerue this mans turne, and ſaued himfrom fo 
greata perill, For the other was de from him bur 
twodayes before, and left his reftimoniall behind him in 
this mans hand to keepe : whereby he was in good time 


pon and they colted like knaues very prettily. Yet 
theſe Familiars another fetch beyondall this, to re- 


-rriuethem thatare —_ and fled away. As, ſome'of 
 *themſhalltracehim by hi 


$ footing if they can finde his 
Hot-ſteps: ethers ſhall purſue him thet way whither they 
thinkein their ewne iudgements hee is molt like to bee 
gone: another crew of chem ſhall lye jn waite for him by 
night,becauſe they are ſure he willtrauellby nightrather 
aremoe than a good 
rpoſes z infomuch 
e 


appointed for theſe 
thata flie cannoteſcapethe 1 oaplibecs 
fhall be enow at hand ready to fetch her 
God, = and _ Fching = 
gence,ſhall arme and ſafegard hi whongaggood 
and pleaſure is to deliver. And thus muchconcerning the 
apprehending.Nowto tell how they entreate themaſter 
hy becunfetentecnminetes ward, 


e Bue 


. CnAr 


there 
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Tve Sequeſtration of their goods commonly called the Sequeſter. 


| bs mediately after euery arreſt done by the Algnazsl, or 
complaint made to the court of any perſon by any of 
the Familiars, they ſtraightway take from about him all 
the keyes of his cheſts or lockes whatſoeuer , if he haue a- 
ny,and forthwith ſend a Notary and certaine catchpoles 
with the A/guazil himſelfeto take an inuentory of allſuch 
goods as arcin his houſe whatfocuer they be. Which be- 
ing done very exa&tly,ſuch as they finde, they leaue in the 
cultody of ſome rich man dwelling thereabout, who vn- 
dertaketh to be accomprable therefore, and to re-deliuer 
them duly and truly whenſocuer they ſhall be demanded. 
Butin this Sequefter (as they terme it) the owners of ſuch 
oods had needtolooke well aboutthem, and alwayes 
aue an eyeto their fingers which are at the ſequeſtation, 
and are the doers, ſpecially when they come to _ of ' 
money and jewels,cither gold or filuer,or any other ing 
els thatis of any —- light for conueiance, or w 
lyein anarrow roome. For they are commonly lime- 
ngred, and willlightly make ſomething ſticke by them, 
if they be not narrowly ſcene vnto. Andindeed the grea- 
ter part of this rabble of Familiars are bauds,theeues, ſhif- 
ters, and thevileſt ſort of people that live only by filchings 
which cannot, nor will not hold their hands if they 
ſhould hang for it. Beſides that, they are perſuaded in con- 
ſcience, that they ſhould not in ſuch caſes forbearegther 
mens goods, although they haue no manner of right 
thereto. 
 Nowto tell you briefly whereto this ſequeſtration ten- 
deth.Forſooth,thatifit happen the party be condemned, 
ſothathis goods or any part thereof be confiſcate,this ho- 
ly houſe I warrant you will not loſe ſo much asa” dodkin 
ofthem., For who knoweth not thus much, that the 
and ſpoyles of ſuch filly ſoules is all that they ſeek for ? 
what ſhould theſe holy aſon that reſpe& nothing but 
j vertue 


 intheleaſt ior, is 
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vertue and godlineſſe, doe with their goods (I pray you) 
whom they beare vsin hand they would fo faine bring 
home againe to the right way?Or who is ſo mad to think 
that misbeliefcan be amended by lotleof lands or goods ? 
Yet it may very well beſecme Chriſtian men to be Poyled 
ofall their ſubſtance, yea,and of their clothes from their 
backs alſo,by their enemies,ſeeing their head, whoſe mem- 
bers they are, and whoſe truth they profelfe, was fo ſer- 
ued : for whoſe garments ( likewiſe) not much worth, 
perhaps halfe thread-bare with wearing, after they had 
put /him moſt cruelly to death , they determined alſo 
to caſt lots. And this kind of Sacriledge is now ſo ratified 
and cofififnied by the common conſent of their Dinines, 
thatis to ſay,the Monkes and the reſidue of the Clergy, 
that they ſhame not to preach & teach openly,that who- 
ſoeuer is not iumpe with the Popeor diflenteth from him 
bound in conſcience,in all haſt(ſay they 
to bring in all'his goods into the Kings Efchecquer, an 
that he harh no more right vnto them then if he had rob- 
bed the King ofthem before ,alleadging this reaſon, thar 
for ſo.much as he is reuolted from the Church of Rome, 
heis no longer any right owner thereof,butthe King ,to 
whom the Pope hath adiudged them, Whereforea man is 
bound (ſay they) to reſtore them vnto him, althoughthe 
Inquiſitorsnever heard ſo much as one word of him. 
And thus theſe ſubtill foxes by this one policy are both 
greatly nm with Princes, and therewithail doe in- 
veigle the conſciences, & pick the purſes of the filly foo- 
liſh'people,deeming them as gods. But to returne to our 
purpoſe. As foon as the priſoner is entred within the firſt 
ate of þ priſon, the keeper hauing with him a Notaryaſ- 
eth him if he hauea knife about him , or mony,or rings 
orany other iewels. Andifitbeawomi that hath a ſheath 
of {mall kniues at her girdle,rings,little chains, bracelets, 
ouches,orany otherornaments, ſuch as women weare, 
they trip them of all theſe, & commonly they be his - 
« enat 
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that findeth them. This is done to this end, thatthe priſo- 
ners during the timeoftheir impritoameat ſhell have no- 
thingto ſuccor themſclues withal any waies. They ſeaxci) 
them alſo, leſt they bring in priuily about them any wri- 
ting,or book,orany otherſuch like thing, But after they 
be onceentred into priſongthey are ſhut vp ina cloſe cab» 
bayne, where they = ſcarlely good eibow-roome,for 
cleanlines and lightſomnes not much valike to Litle anſe. 
And ſome are cloſepriſonersallalone tor 8. or 15.dayes, 
ſome by the ſpace of z. or 3. moneths, and other ſomeall 
theirliues long.Some ag haue fellowes and compa- 
nions fromthe very firlt day of their impriſonment , as 
the Lords Inquilitors will, and as they thinke molt con- 
venient to bring their matters abour, 


| Cnar. III, 
The ſenerall dayes of hearmg. 

Frer they haue thus continued in priſon about a week 

or two,the Inquilitors priuily packe with the Iaylor 
to bein hand with the priſoner, as though it came from 
himſelfe,and to aduiſe bim toſuethat he may come to his 
anſwer,and pray to hauea day of hearing, Wherein, it is 
not to be thought the contrary,but that there is ſome-mi- 
ſtery meant thereby, that the priſoner muſt firlt begin to 
ſtir in his owne cauſe. The keeper thereforeeither at din- 
nertime, or ſome other molt conuenient to bring his 
matters about, reſorteth to his priſoner,and among other 
talke, at the laſt falleth to queſtion with him how it hap« 
neth that he ſueth not to cometo his anſwerzthat his mat- 
ters may be more ſpeedily ended, and aduilcth him to la- 
bour it with as much ſpeede as may be , making him be- 
leeuc;the ſooner the betrer , and thatit will much further 
his cauſe ſ@to do,andatthelengthbring his ſutero ſome 
good effet: Adding moreouer, that for the acquaintance 
which he hath with him, inthe way of friendſhip hee is 
mooued to giue him the belt counſel] hecan, & ſuch as is 
meetelt far his behoofez promiing to do & deate po him 
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therein to his power, like a faithfull and truſty friend, Yee 
ſurely it may be thought with good reaſon , that if any 
thing may doe the poore wretch good, being in caſe rea- 
dy for to be deuoured by theſe rauenous beaſts, it will fall 
out in theend to be betrer for him if he refuſe to craue a 
day of hearing, and tarry till the Commiſſioners doe call 
for him. But if there be none other good to be done, hee 
may chanceto get this by his tarryingzin driuing them to 
in with himzto take care for nothing but only to make 
wer to their obieions. But (ith it is A ſecret a myſtery, 

I will let it goc,and leaueit to the iudgements and conſt 
derations of the wiſer ſort to ſcan and judge vpon. The 
poore priſoner knowing none of theſe ſubtilties, for the 
molt part is ruled by his keeper, thinking that he hath gi- 
uen him good and wholeſomeaduice, and prayeth him 
therefore to be a meane for him,andiin his behalfto craue 
aday of hearing : whoſe ſuteis ealily heard ofthe Inquili- 
tor, and granted at the firſt | warrant you, Whereupon the 
party is brought into the Conliſtory , where the Inquili- 
tor, as though he were altogether ignorant of the matter, 
beginneth to talke with him much after this ſort : Sirhaz 
your keeper came and told vs,that you were delirous to: 


come to your anſwer. Now ſay en, what is your ſute? The 


ſoner anſwereth, that he would be very glad to haue 
is matter heard. And vnleſle he look well about him,and 


| becircumſpeRt in his c—_ , very lothſomneſle of his 


impriſonment,and fear ofafterclaps, driueth him tocon- 


eſomewhat whereof he ſuſpeReth himſelfe to be accu-. 
fed. The which thing doth the Fathers good at their 
hearts, becauſe they areaccuſtomed at this and ſundry o-- 


ther ſeaſons,to grant the priſoners dayes of hearing, and 
to call them often into the Court before they hall know 
their whole accuſation ,. and all thatis depoſed againſt 
them (which by order and common courſe of law ſhould 
haue beenethefirſt at that ſhould haue beenedone a- 
gainſt them) and all is to this onely end, to makethe par- 

| BY 
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ty vtter ſomewhat of himſelfe raſhly and vnawares, 'that 
they as yet know notof. They aduiſe him moreouer to 
let it come from himſclfe , promiſing that ifhee will ac- 
knowledge his faults voluntarily , he ſhall be foorthwith 
ſent home againe to his owne houſe, and bee diſpatched 
with all expedition,and dealt withall as gently as may be. 
But if for all theſe vaineand flattering promiſes he hold 
them hard,and ſtand mute (as indeede it is beſt for him) 
they charge himearneſtly to disburden his owneconſci- 
ence: and when he hath bethought himſelfe, and is diſpo+ 
ſed to confeſſeany thing, thatthen he ſhould ſuero come 
to his anſwer, ſaying that in the meane time, they will 
conſider of his caſe, and ſothey remand him to priſon. 
Then after 6:or 8. dayes or mogas they thinke good 

call for him againe, and aske him if as yet he be determi- 
ned to confeſle ought. Thepriſoner an{wereth,either that 
he hath nothing to ſay,but that he is innocent, or perhaps 
confelleth ſomewhat. But whatſoever his anſwer be;they 
are ſure (till harping on their old ſtring , vrging him to 
diſcharge his conſcience, and parfrating him thatthey 
goe about no other thing but to doe himgood, and to 
procure his ſafety, of very loue and meere compaſſion 
which they take vpon him. Which gentleneſſe of theirs, 
and well meaning towards him,if he refuſe now, and ſet 
light by, he ſhall finde them ſharpe Tuſticers hencefoorth 
if the F:ſcallinforme againſt himi', and ſo ſend him agai 
to priſon. The Fiſcallis an officer which taketh all fuck ate 
cuſations as the Promoters bring vnto him, and by office 
is the onely pleader, during the whole timethatthe cau» 
ſes be ——— were the Kings Atturney, hauing his 
name nodoubt 4 Fiſce;that is ro ſay, the Eſchecquer : for 
whoſe aduantage he is altogether, and from whence hee is 
anſwered his fee, 

Atthe third day of audience, the party is called for a- 
gaine,and demanded, ifyet hee be reſolued whatto does 
— —_—— maner, a” 
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felle atroth-of his owne accord: if not., they threaten to 
vic excremity towards him ,and what they can do by law. 
And heterhey vnderftand by this word law, extreme tor- 
menting and mangling of men, yezſuch as their owne 
owne lawesdoeprooue very lnnocents, ſaying hee may 
well aſſure himfelfe, that no man ſhall ſuſtaine any iniury 
within their holy Office , and that their faſhion 18 not to 
trouble any man but vpon good and ſufficient informati- 
on againſt him, with ſuch like calke, Howbeit,ifthe party 
happen to diſcloſe any thing: nay (ſay they)yerare wenot 
ſatisfied,we hauenot all you can ſay,we ſuſpet you keepe 
ſomething in of purpoſe,and ſo ſend him to priſon, put- 
ting him to further paine, and calling him coraw day by 
day,as they perceiue that by-theſe means they wring more 
& more out ofhim,though it be but by little & little, But 
if he ſtand (toutely in the matter, giuing them dire an- 


fwerthat he hath nought to ſay in that place, by a ſhift of - 


deſcant(as it were)they try him another way, exaRing an 
oth of him:&to the intent to praue his zeal;they hold him 
an Idolzrepreſenting thecrucifixe, couered witha blacke 
lawn,& certain other Idols,l wotnot what. They do alſo 
lay before hima Maſſe-book ora Middall, and ſometime 
the bare image of the crotle. For ſuch devices and fooliſh 
foyesas theſe be,they hauealwaies in a readines to vie as 
| 6ccafion ſerueth,& asrhey think moſt requilit,reſpeRting 
the party whom they arcto deal withall. Here is the Chr 


lian man driuen intoa narrow ſtreight, ſothat hemult 


needs ytter himſelf,and plainly ſhew what he.is in conſci- * 


ence and in belief, Forithe be a faithfulll man indeed, and 
onethatfrom the bottom of his heartabhorres Idolatry, 
having beforehis cies the fear. of God molt mighty & iea- 
lous,which in his moſt holy law hath reſerued this glory 
to himſelf, that we ſhould ſwear by him alone, he will be- 
warethat in no wiſe he giue part therof to ſuch vile Idols 
of woott'or mecrall ; which being madeto reſemble the 
higheſt indhape,areſo much the more aþominable jo. me 
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ſight of God,and'of his congregation, Thereforea godly 
man will take heed of ſuch a wicked and 'vngodly oath» 
yea though he were to be torne in pieces preſently, ſeeing 
they be very Idols;and notGod, to whem alone that ho- 
nour belongeth, as the Inquilitours themſelues cannot 
ſay to the contrary, After they have thus put him, to his 
oath, they begin to examine him yponthele interrogatc- 
ries: What countrey man heeis , and 'vnder whoſe alle- 
geance.Ot what Province or Dioceſle.In what city,town, 
or village he dwelleth. Who were his anceltors, & whar 
their names were, What brethren or ſiſters he hath. What 
his father and mother were, and what were their names: 

how they lived, and by what tradeand occupation. If he, 
or any of his kindred at any time haue beene connented 
before the Inquilitours, and ypon what occaſions, More- 
ouer,many other things they inquire of him as of his age, 
and trade of life, where and with what mariner of men he 
hath been molt conuerſant :and thus is he forced togiuea 
ſtraight account of his wholelife, where he hath palled 
his time yearly,and madehis moftabode, anſwering to e- 
ucry point by it ſelfe ſeuerally, For out of each of theſe 
queſtions they fetch no ſmall arguments, wherewith tliey 
charge the poore ſoule afterward rootoo pirtifiilly, When 
he hath anſwered to all theſe by-queſtions;thenifal tlidy a+ 

freſh to their old exhortation, ſometimeby faire-meanes; 

and ſometime by foule, aduiling him to tell the truth 

frankely, atluring him, that they never cauſe any: to bee 

arreſted withoutiuſt cauſe why,or without ſufficient vite 


neſles:fo that whether he confelleor Noaway hegoethcs © *- 


priſon againe; Tet >n v2 
Andin theſe three firſt times ofhearing,a greatſort ate 
either allured with their faire ſpeeches and promiſes, 
that they ſhall bee ſent home to ther owne: houſes as 
ſoone asthey will confeſſe that that isdemandedofthemy 
orelſe of yery. awe and feare: of their euill- and:mena» 
cinSwords, vtter many things whereofthe _ 
NeW- 
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knew notone iot before, becauſe none had informed 


them thereofzbut themſelues onely ſuſpeRted , leſt they 


had been accuſed by ſome, with whom they had dealt 
heretoforein ſuch affaires, Thus betraying themſelues like 
fooleythey bring other men into as euill caſe as them- 
ſelues, which "_ neither feared any ſuch matterac all, 
nor the Inquilitors had euer heard any thing of them be- 
fore. But moſt of all, when they ive that theſe molt 
holyFathers,who hunt after nothing ſo muchas daily to 
haue change of ſpoyles, willtake it thankefully at their 
handsxthen labour they by all meanes poſlible to curry fa- 
nour withthem,to get themſclues rid out of miſery , and 
a prot agus. : So that - command pe to 
| the parties being at the firlt arre very tri- 
Rling mateers, — chemſelues and many —_ 
moe,by giuing ouer-much creditto the fair promiſes and 
oodly gloſes of theſe falſe and faithleile Inquificors, 
- anos 4 want ofskill how to behaue themſelues in their 
owne affaires, much leſle able to iudge and diſcerne what 
opinion ſhould haue of theſe Fathers, that is to ſay, 
not to be fathers (as they glory to be called in derilion of 
all humanity, piety,and fatherlineſſe)but their molt cruell 
and deadly enemies, which by crafe, ſubtilty, and lying, 
end by all kind of 0p 599. about. to get that 
they gape for, both life and goods of the guilty,and of the 
gui . Againſtall which ſnares of theirs,there is one 
onely way > nor aa wit, that he whoſe deſtinie it 
is(1 meane by Gods ordinance and —_— to fall 
intotheir handy,belecue neucr a word they lay , promile 
they neuer ſo fairlyznor be afraid ofthem, threat orthun- 
never ſo terribly: hauing alwaies before his eyes 

the love and dread of him, who after hee hath killed the. 
ps alſo ouer the ſoule to ſend it to hellbre 
and having numbred the very haires of our head to the 
verermoſt, will not ſuffer the leaſt ofthem to periſh or fall 
cothe ground withauthis good pleaſure and ——_ 
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The next leſſon is to kee; for his life, & ſpeake | 
natone word till eriurn ror. cake heard his —_ 
tion, with the — whereunto he is bound by or« 


der of law to make anſwer. 


Furthermore, at the fourth day of —_— ———— 
him an oath, vehemently exhorting him ir 
voluntarily: otherwiſe they willdeale with him as hardly 


as the law will permit them , if the Fiſcal once commence 
his ſute againſt him, And ifhe do yer perſevere conſtantly, 
affirming that he hath no moreto ſay;then readethey vn- 
ro him a long invditement, & chargehim with many great 
enatcers, falſely forged anddeviſed againft kim, ſuch as nei- 
ther the party did ever ſo much as evpons nor any 
had accuſed him of ro them. Forit is a point of cunning 
forſooth in this their crafty faculey,for the Fathers to make 
theſe great matters and huge offices on their fingers ends 
for theſe ſpecial cauſes. Firſt,by thus loading the poor man, 
and laying to his charge many great and made matters, to 
bring him into ſuch a maze, that being ſcarcely his owne 
m8nghe ſball not wellknow where heis, nor which 
toturne him, nor whar anſwer to make, Secondarily, to 
if happely he will admit any oftheſe miſdemeanors 
thatare laid againfl him, oratthelcaſt, if by argument a- 
bout any of them they can trippe him in his rale, and ſo 
catch him intheirnet,fs this then their following of Gods 
iudgements, whoſe cauſe theſe Fathers of the faith brag 
and boaſtſo much,and beare the ill, ignorant people in 
hand,thatthey take vpon themzeo maintaine, in the very 
firſt ſteppe of the ſtage,whereon they are bentto de 
execution ofa ſort ofinnocents, thus ſhamefully and moc- : 
wagy's cry, Ariſe (O Lord )and endge thine owne cauſe? Do Pſal:74- 
policies proceede of faith - (crowe ye) whereof they 
tearme themſchues the Patrons? Did ever any true Patrons 
of faith either teach them toother , or els yſec them them- 
ſolucs?Aretheſe the moſt dire meanes to Mr hath 
theright — and hath 
J:.;d gone 


tors 
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gone aſtray from the truth znd word of God , or to 
feach'thevnlearned; or to corre and amend him, who 
hath erred and fallen of common infirmity 2 Or arethey 
not rathermore likely to be the ſnares ofSati,praRiſed fr6 
rime to time by. contentious and diuelliſh people, priuily 
laid to ſupplant a poore man withall, and very ſtumbling 
blockes craftily and malicioully caſt forthe nonce,to make 
him breake not onely. his ſhinnes , bur hieneck aMo., rhar 
plainely and (imply ſhall paſſe thereby,and lookes not wa- 
rily to his footing ? And who would ——_ thought (I pray 
Jo0m one ay unmonls Sky ___ —_— 
n making ſuch mouſe-traps, and ſetting ſuch pi But 
how many good Chriſtians havefidles kno theſe ſnares, 
to the great perill both oftheir bodies and ſoules,onely by 
the deteſtable meanes of theſe peſtilenc and pernicious Ty- 
rants,Chriſt the ſearcher of ſecrets, and chiefe Inquiſitor 0+ 
ver allat his generalldoome, (itting in his ſeat of Maieſty, 
we 0Oe day motamanifel. " 'f| ; facipall 
$touchipg their accuſations > t an E 
matters wherewith they burden euery —_ comipethy . 
within their juriſdiction,be theſe: Firſt, for that hebeing 
baptized,& vnder the obedience of the Church 'of Rome, 
forſaking her profeſſion and doftrine, is become one of 
Lathers diſciples, « þ admitting.and harbsuring his here- 
Ges ri his heart; and yet not content therewithall'to bean 
heretike hipyelfe, hath provoked and poyſoned others by 
teaching & preaching the ſame hereſies vnto them. Andto 
this effet well-nearegthey vic many bigwords to make the 
ſimple folke afraid withall, Next to this, they chargethem 
alſo with other marters,. ſometiine of more importance; | 
ſometime of lefſe:Pronided always, thavthe marter wher- 
of the party is accuſed,be brought inz either in the begirt- 
ning orending, or elſe ſome other thing tharſome:man 
c 


th him half in a icaloulie for, Whichthin | —_ 
charge,not as a matter ſuroviſed of of liketi 7 atmoſt 
capllape tly athirmed aud tefliies by witnetſes, For = 
| bh holy 


_—— 
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holy Conliſtory they may do whar they liſt, and \ 
rex norm cd party accuſed put toanſwerto 
every article thax is laid againſt himyſeverally and direQty, 
either yea or no, as he thinketh good , having alwayesa 
clerke by him to record word that he ſpeakerth. Aﬀeer 
this examinationand confeſſion thus hag & done Extens- 
pore, without either order or any great a ent,” they 
ltraightway give him pen,inke,and paper to put hisan- 
ſwer in writing if hewill J_— hereby , that they 
work for himalthe means & helps that may betorry him- 
ſcifan honeſt man. And thus is this crafty InquilitionFlo- 
ked with this goadly pretence ofequity & iuſtice,whetgin 
yery deed this is their fetch,that hearing him firftmake ©: 
confeſſion by word of mouth ſuddenly and without ad- 
uiſement,and after that another with more deliberation in 
writing.they may eaſily find ſome ods betwixt the one and 
the other, hauing neither po wer confeſs 
fion tolay beforehimynor being very feare & trou- 
hlc of mind to remember euery word'that hath 

him. Bur if there chance to be no contrariety, yet haply 
ſhall there be fomwhat either more or leſſe in the one than 
in the other.. Moreouer , it ſtandeth him vpon to be able 
to choplogicke with them , andto find outſuch contra- 


4 


ditions as the other lookfor, becauſe his latter confeſſion. 


penned with ſome diligence,alwaies miniſtreth ſome mat- 
ter of new cauillations, Which fetch of theirs whoſo will 

n_ and warily auoid, muſttake heed: he play mumme, 
a k not one word,but premeditated and deviſed vp- 
on kad :and ova, rag all other matrers;'craue 
onely.this one thing at their hands, and that iti as few 

and apt words as he: can poſſibly, to have” a copy of his 

ion, 'with , inke, and ſufficientrime granted 

him, thathe may by leafare, and with ſome delibe- 


ration make anſwer to-fuch. matters'as are lai ro his nn 


charge. But foraſmiuchraschey{no doubt)wil nodtholdthe- 
ſelves canteatedmicionrantves s' bot wilt fiketo Ku 
| 1) -3 


"learned clarkes, who arthefirlt fell-ineo their 6 
onelyfor . 4 


———_ 


Ronen writing for the cauſcs before a'. 


= | 
to theirn them a ſhortan{wer:yea, be 
Ck full 6 nn and "xr wn how 


froward or vatoward i they be, let them nor ger 
win him in any wiſc,but hold them offaloofe,and be as 
briefe with cheth as he can»Sor albeit theſe raueners be ve- 

F of thatanſwer chat was ſuddenly made, & with- 
out any dy,yet ſet they moſtſtore by that that was of 
his gwae garwo, A , ſpecially if it beedone by one that is 
common and daily experience they 

wto be afchoe, aaturefor the moll part, that whiles 
poop ds to auoyd matters of no importance by 
ſome niceconſtruRion, they fall intodiuers other abfurdi- 
ties, or at theleaſt, by vitering a little of their poore ekill 
| much matter for ca fellowes to quar- 


and cauill ypon.By meanes f, many times _ 


trifles, were afterward burdened with: 
macters and (o weighty, that they mer Whey 
ſelues thence,til either they wenr wchotlainy or els endu- 
perpea en ad ignomin led the reſt of. their life in 


y. Wherofl could ſhew you 
ie erhmante hens 
m ;to diſcou 
ina nm the de pale Wherfore,l hold him wiſe 
which can obſerycin that place,vpon a lictle (tudy tomake 


a briefe anda reſolute anſwer Cheiftiandike, ſo as he ney 


ther hurt his conſcience, - by ſup 
truth , x noe by — ——_ ___ 


thing hold 
him Shich(doubdelſe) is the is 5 have ao) ade 7 hoorer, in in 


give ka aderkry ay 


ws ls ym. Jeis alſo very 
ſure his ſide b wo woos 
and Cane dis. GOHER — 4 


mſls. 


nd Schovlmen-(asthey caltthem) for 
cherruth be obſcured, norchels ſo exit 
MarKe 
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make a quarrel to his anſwer, being ratified and confirmed 
with his aduerſaries arguments. But whenſoever any ey- 
ther by writing-or word ofmouth,confelleth any thing £+ 
penly before them that is heretical , they vie this order 
commonlyzour of that one ſaying to draw & deriue divers 
others by hooke or crooke,b to charge him witheach of. 
them eager he had > wr aftrrged _ -— 
recaſely.t e party neuer chem,nor then wi 
[cn them,nor greatly vnderſtanderh them,or wel know- 
eth what tomake of them, As forexamplk;, I will report a 
thing that hapned at Sixi/ a few yearez agce: neither need: 


I to coyne ang examples in a caſe ſo common as this iss 
thatis almoſt in experienc dayly in that Court of 
theirs,to the greatloſſe and vtrer vndoing of 'many filly 
and (ſimple foules., - | 
There was a certaine man cited before the Inquilitors 
at Siw«l,for ſaying in preſence of his familiar friends & ac- 
quaintance,that he knew none other Purgatory butone de 
that wasthe blood of Chriſt, which daily watheth and pur» - 
geth our linnes. The party who ſaid it, was but a ſim 
man,brought vpin the countrey all the dayes of his life, . 
having no ſpark of good civilityin him,or of any good e- 
ducation, and by chance I tirne among cer- 
taine ofhus companians, liked thereof very well;bur now, 
comming before the Fathersfor the ſame matter,told them 
plainly how he was of the ſame mind once , marry fih it - 
miſl;keth their worſhipshe is very well content to forſake 
it, But what didit auaile (thou ) ro make foraſt and + 
ſo m_ prom r= confeſling the matter;thou ſer--- 
reſt c ogge. By keepin t outhadft 
ved them hu = x pas" <y tne? cr 
thou couldeſt bur haveloſt thy labor. Yet this did not cop» 
tent the comiſioners, but there mult needs be ſome other 
ell picked againſthim. : For the-Iniquiſitors 
(for (ooth) went hard for wantofexerciſe,& therfe | 
maſt —— 6. | 
D:. eepe - 
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them from ruſting,Ergo,fay they,and conclude of this 
_— againſt chis plough-man, the Church of 
Rome which intime palt hath derermined the contrary by 
law,doth erre,and the councel erreth alſo,and iuſtification 
commeth by faith only,wherein a man is made free & ab- 
ſolued.4 = & culpa.To beſhort,out of theſe they fetch a 
rabble of opinions and atlertions, which they call hereſies, 
& charge the poor man with euery of them,as if he had af- 
comgynend allin plain tearms,fay he nay never ſoftour] 
that hEknoweth nothing ofany ſuch marters,nor ſo muc 
© as onceever thought vpon them.Now who ſeeth nor that 
this kind ofproceeding inthis holy office ispacked full of 
ſ{ubtill policies, and the divellid practices and deuices 
that maybe ? Yet herein-is themighty providence of God 
toward his ele& ſpecially to be had in admiration , that 
theſe men wanting the means of calling & teaching which 
-Sther men have to-inducethem by,in aplace ſo quite con- 
7 God dang cielo yer opencd by fin, that 
| 26 ir eyes opened by him; & their 
pln lightned, For the Inquilitors theniſelues, 
who ſok viterly to deſtroy and root vp all faith & truth, 
they (I ſay} by fuch meanes as I haue before declared,are þ 
very teachers, andfurtherers of the ſame, as it 
is cujdentand manifeſtby many notableexamples offun- 
dry perſons that hauefallen.into their hands only for pra- 
Cagreſaly and fooliſhly , aather then of purpoſe or adui- 
{edly,that there is no purgatory,andthat it is but a dreame 
as noſuch thing.indeeds whereas they haue been at their 
rit comming io, 4ignorantin moſt.of the points concer- 
ning falyation»by their only queſtionings, colleQions, il- 
lations,brought eitherin forme or out of forme , have de- 
parted thence very well ialtraRted:wherofrthis rude fellow 
of the countrey, of whom Laſt made mention, may bee a 


ſufficient reſtimony, Moreopery ifche chanceto con- 
pat ® 


feſſe ought, they veto have anorber y bayted; 
ſharpe and pgrilque enough warrant you :ito wit, they 
499 | "TM enquire 
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enquire of him whatſoever it be, of whom he learned or" 
heard itzor if he haue haply read it in ſome bookezorifhee! 
have had any conference with- any other about the ſame: 
marter,or he himſelfe haue bcen an inſtrucer to others, or: 
by any meanes haue mentionedir in the preſence of any : 
in what place he did ſo,and who they were that ſtood by? 
For whoſocuer was preſent;whether they liked his talk or 
no, yea though it were his ownefather, or nigher him, if 
nigher could bezthey are ſure to buy it fulldearly z the1n- 
uiitors will haue a flirt at them, becauſe they camenct 
oorthwith,& made complaint thereof ynto themAll web 
things it bchooues a man greatly robe cunning inz#harif 
ic be Gods willthat hefall into their hands, he maylearne 
before hand out of his holy word and willhow to prevent 
them, and prouide an anſwerto ſuch demands, ft he va- 
doe both himſclfe and others through his owne follpand 
algae At the laſt,when his accuſation:is read; if:the: 
party bean infant (as we tearmeone within age ; 


as theinfant would and ſhould hane for the:better brin- 
ging of his matters about,but one oftheir own choce;w< 
_ either isa very wolfe to ioyn with themagainſt the ſimple 
lmbe,or at the moſt;to ſtand like a cipherin Arichmetick, 
and doe nothing but il vp a place y; and for faſhion ſake 
and order flandin ſtead ofa Tutor to performe the cere- 
monies and.circumflances ofthe law; For moſt common- 
ly the Porter of their boy houſe ſerueth thar turne,or:in-his 
ceſome otherofthe Porters lodge; and indeede bus 
onely.that he beareth the bare, name and- title of a Tutor, 
dealingin nothing thatappertaines tothe officeemy Lords 
AMwleter mayenlilybe Futorin fuch forttothewholecoms» 
po 'the prifoners allat once; By reaſon whereof,ehe 
rtcr canrict alayes bee ;readly to-anſiver- very-aas 
£17007 1 
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dy that knocketh at the gate. And on this ſort dotheſe ho+ 
ly Fathers fulfillthe commandements of God,and the laws 
ofman touching poore infants and orphanes, who as well 
by the law of Godas of nature, are commended ſo ſpecially 
tothe conlideration and regard of all men, but molſtchief- 
Iy toTadges. | 

Neither reſt they here,contenting themſelues to mocke 
the law in this point alone , butin another of more im- 
reance:wheras thelaw prouideth, that euery defendant 
ſhall haue his Aduocate , ſome man expert in the law, to 
pleade his cauſe, and order it diſcreetly according to law 
and cenſcjence, and to defend their right ifany they haue, 
or at the leaſt to temper the rigor of the law, leſtic be con- 
firuced and miniſtred with extremity in this ſo waighty a 
matter,and the onely ſuccour that theſe ſilly ſoules haue to 
helpe themſclues withall;they deale with them in like ſore 
anther do in the former for appointing. them a Tutor,and 
ſo-ſhift it of with a meere ſhadow a bare ceremony : 
onely becauſe itis avery waighty matter, therefore they 


F ward ſeeme full of curtelic and humanitie , and would 


fainecloke their wicked contempt of lawes with ſome 


] nce. For they name vnto the 3-0r 4.of 

c and rare. men nd the lawes, Lag tx out of 
them ſome one to pleade his cauſc,and beſides all chistheir 
entleneſſe (of fatherly affeRtion I dare ſay): they aduiſe 
im to take ſuch a man, who in their iud nts is the 
belt learned, And what would a man deliremore? Yet 


; whoſoever ischoſen to be his Aduocace, will bee ſure that 


he tellnot his Clyent any point of law that may doe him 
Hare ar wr - Wee ui- 
ficors haue intelligerice thereof, he ſhall not-ſcape {« 


their meaning is ingleſſe then to prouidehim 
pour), wont vo reps agate to bleare they 


they proceede by. order of law like good conſcion | 
thers, where in very deede:they compadle their matters 


both - _ 
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both agzinſt Gods lawe and mans, For the Aduocate and 
his-Clyenemay not ſo much as have a word togetherſe- 
cretly of any matter , butiin preſence and hearing of the 
Inquiſitours or of fome Notary. And what doth the Ad- 
uocate then would a man thinke ? Marry he receiueth his 
Clyents anſwer to the accuſation rude and rough hewn 
asit were ,' and that doth he ſmooth and {et rogether in 
forme of lawe ( yet ilfagouredly framed full ofr, God 
wot ) and all this while taketh vpon'him the name of an 
Aduocate, onely ro delude the lawe withail, But forward 
to our purpoſe, 

Within 2. or 3.-dayes afterthe party hath had the copy 
of hisaccuſationhe iscalled into the court, where his ad- 
uocateſtandeth , like orie that would (toutly defend his 

Clyentes cauſe, and-ſave all ſuch-matters as ſhuuld ſeeme 
to make again(t him; Then the Inquiſitour, asthough hee 
had done the party an high pleaſure,6& diſcharged hiscon» 
ſcience wholy forthar part ofthe lawe, pointeth out the 
Clyent his Aduocate with hi> finger, and ſtraightwayfal- 
leth into his old notezexhorting him to vtter the truth,and 
take heede to his conſcience z and if hee haue any more to 
fay,to ſay it at once. All which time the Aduocate litterh 
or (tandeth inute, and ifhe haue ought to ſay, yet dare hee 
not let'it come out before hee haue made ctfe Inquilitoups 
of his counſell. For the Aduocate:allthe while that hee is 
telling his tale,ſoeyeth the Inquilicours, that one of their 
eyes is neuer off from the other:the Inquilitour is{o much 
afraid lelt theprating Aduocate vtter ſumething rafhly & 

vnawares, wherin the Clyenrt might eſpy ſomwhat for his 
aduantageinlawe, and fo avoyd the danger of their ſe- 
cret and hidden ſnares. The Aduocate on the other (ide is 
as much afraid,and quaketh cuery part of him, leſt any 

word chance toflip him ſuddenly-that the Inquiſitours 
happly ſhall not. welllike of ,” and therefore dare ſay! nv- 
nntedry ent', biit onely give ima few wardes.of 
ortand bid him bee of g —— tel theituth 


/ 
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in any caſe, ſaying,that thatis the onely way to prewaile in 
this Court : and as for me ( faith he ) I willbe ready to do 
for you the belt that I can. Then commeth the Inquiſitour 
in with his pert, ſinging theſame note, and ſo isthe pri- 
ſoner ſent ro his prilon againe, 

After this day of hearing,the party beginneth to bee of 
better courage, —_ his matter.draweth nigh to an 
end : but itis farre otherwiſe God knoweth. For many of 
themare forgotten :. ſome for a yeare, or halfe ayeare, or 

haps for three or fowre yeares, asit pleaſeth theſe good 


athers to deale with them , and there they lie in priſon, - 


as it were a peece of leather that licth teeping in the tan- 
nersfatte. During all which time , they neither are called 
any more,nor one word mentionedfor their deliverance, 
Then, if any for very lothſomnes and intolerable filth 
by ceaſon of their long impriſonment, do craue to, come 
to their anſwer , ſome perhaps obtaine ity, and ſome go 
withoutit : but in the end both their luckes are alike, For 
they that after long ſuite get a grant thereof , are-com-» 
manded intoa Parlcrzwhere they haue ſuch countenances 
made them,and ſuch ſpeach vſed towards them that it is 
ealieto be e{pied,that they have no manner of regard vn- 
tothemar all : and there ( forſooth ) they put them a 
queſtion a great deale meeter to be asked of men in a farre 
better caſethen they are in, As for-the purpoſe: what their 


ſuteis ? or what they would have ? Whereunto each. 


anſwereth,that he would bee glad to haue ſome end and 
determination of his trouble. Marry and thereabouts. we 
o ( ſay. they ) as carefully as wee can., and aſſure your 
Ife we will not forget you. But if he be carneſt to haue 
it determined, they bid him bethipke himſelfe then, 
and fay thetruth , askinghim why hee no more regar- 
deth hisconſcience ? &c. At thelength, laying the fault 
of. his. long impriſonment to himſelfe ( whereas hee 
ore man would have been content, if hee might haue 


\ Hadhis choyce,to come forth to the ſtake, rather then to 


CON» 


wooden ME 2+ 8 a apt. » -J 


TERS +7. + OT wd- > "z 


dngethers f 62% CES 4 
continuetnere folong) end him to priſon apaine. 
F = whoa they afterward do' grant: Put gran. ren 
he on yet as he continueth hisfote, ſo'' kee 
they him off with their accuſtomed delaies; rillchey thinke 
it bee time to communicate vnto him the depolici ons 
madeagainſt him, which-they terme the publication of 
the witnefles, [2304 v7 | 
| Cnayr. T1, 
*. The publication of thewitheſſes 
A long & loathſom tire of impriſonment, inſuch 
ſort as mis nature is not ableto endure it any longer, 
when the poor ſoule it their indgementsis broughe to low, 
that he could be content to be delivered withall his heart, 
though it colt his life, 6 therfore likgly ro:tellall & more 
too, yea, euen as much as they themſclyes can deinand/ or 
delire :they call him yet again before them, & in a ſpeech 
framed as it were a mean betwixt aſharprebukingS&agens- 
tle admonition , doe aske himhow ichappeneth»thar hee 
hath ſlipr his owne matters ſo long, and town thelength 
would haue him come in and tell thecruth,” Vpon which 
poihe they ſtand very long in perſwading him : and then 
on this or the next day of hearing, the Fiſcall en» 
treth his ation againſt him, praying that publication may 
bee inade 'of the witneſſes: which being granted, forth» 
with the depoſitions are delivered to the party, but yer 
without any names ſubſcribed. The order and pen» 
ning whereof is a ſufficient declaration what great zeale 
this holy Court harh co bring the truthito light. For 
all things are ſo difficultly reported and 1o abruptly 31 


| wreſted and wrung: with ſach dobbtfall -tearmes' 


of double ſenſe and ynderftanding},. that 4 ian would. 
tudge him ſure never 'well in his wittes that - vttered. 
them. And this is a peece of the Legerdemaize of that ho- 
ly Houſe, purpoſely invented to driue the party alwaies 
intoadoubr, cuen ofthoſe poiins whichhee-knoweth are 
alreadie depoſed again(t him, —— tha fonigh 
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and knowing not 6. were his accyſers z but _—_— 
to find them out, ſhould perhappes reckon yp all, and 
by that meanes yes great ſort of: mo fiſhes to the In- 


' quiſitours holy A 


And a es, | be glad twhknow of theſe Fathers of 
the Faith,ſceing they are ſo welllearned in the laws(if they 
would be ſo gaodastotell vg howiecommeth ahout)che 


| Whereas thePrblication of witneſſes is ordeynediof common 


right t6 bee vied: ſincerely and phijaly , yet in this holy 
Courtit hathno Dr is ed for lawe, by rea- 
fon that the names of the witheſſesare ſuppretled, and fo 

of it, is curtal- 


3 nors villine, {Nor an wr ont roÞee. 
ſworne as witnelles:: and ibs ( | pray you Jhath 
enabled all-chis route. of » ir1-matters) of religion, 
| Fdce,to beeaccepte and 
ig 4 their teſtimony ſhall bee 
reccived and reputed: inimattera touching life anddeath. 2 
aredilabledbyzillaweato condemne any-man. 
ooos, in queſtion betwixe man 


and 


inthe 
GH 


M., | ore. THE: 

20d mart? But here pexchancethey withſay they deny 
but the pury hath very good liberty of challenge: againſt 
the witnelles, | if he could learne. by. .any meanes or con- 
ieture who they be that depoſed againſt him. Therefore if 
heechanceatanytimeto-gelle hiar right that hath: thus 
teſtified againſt him 4, ſo that the Court iudge himinſut- 
ficient, and doth therefore refuſe himythey haue done nov: 
table injury to both parts, ' or-to onevof themat the leaſt, 
Firſt of all tothe witnelle), by refuling him now ,: if they: 
did rightbefore in ſuppreſſing his nawe; becauſe the party 
ſhould not know him:; next, tothe party himſelfe , being 
naw at the length content toadmitte-his:exceptions, ſo he 
can geiſt or by fomeother meanes .learne his name, and: 
haue {ufficient matter to charge him-withall, and ſuch as 
may bee thought good cauſe of challenge: which ſurely in 
all indifferent mens judgements that have any conſciences 
at all , isan horrible and nioſt deteſtable kinde of igiuric; 
Butto returneto- their policies. 'The depolitions of :the 
witneſſes therefore i2ar cuident-prodfe ; ;a{well by their: 
order and manner of examination, as aKo by their kind of 
ſpeach therein vſed , whether: the Inquiſitours: baue kept 
theewen/ireet,or gone by crookgd lave. Forthis is moſtfure: 
that:they are-noatcommonty.read tothe party in; ſuch fort 
as the witneffes havedepaſed, bur if any thing be vrtered 
beſides by the 'wicnefles that mightmake for the priſoner, 
or beconſtrued on his ſid&;they reieQall that asneedeleſs 
and ſuperfluous, admitting onely that rhat maketh moſt 
againſthim,and clap off all that on cheir owne biace ide. 
Forthefurther proofe ind declaration whereof.it will bee- 
warth. the notingvaero.you,to ſhew-whar their cammon” 
vageivinregiſtring of{uch depolitions : As for example. | 

Na witneſſe ( ſupprefiing his name ) ſworneand allowed, 

&cſaith that bee th: ſaid Nheardin ſuch aplace, and ſuch a 
yeare, avd of ſnch a mencth ( if he can loprecifely remember 
the times!) /wch am: > aforeſaid;t 


29 


isto - 
theparty' accuſed, ſaid. thas and thas; oc. And in their. 


E 3 Records 


_ 


9. A diſconery of the 

Records (which they call their Orsginall proceſſe) th 
haue all thoſecircumſtancee at large, "hich they canto 
the witneſſes for a further truth and tryall of the miat- 


ter: but in that exemplified co by deliuer to* 
the party himſelfe, kelly they 6 allthe- cir- 
cumltances oftime preſent, 


s whereby the par- 

7 hauec ret une his accuſer os whtaela 
pplying thoſe places with theſeior ſuch like words : 4 
certaine perſon : another man : and a third perſon, In which 


kind of depoſitions there bee certaine priuy points and | 


nice its diligently to bee obſerued, that is to witt: 
When they ſay that he heard it of « certaine perſon 
whom be hath named, itis to be vnderflood;that the wie- 
neſſe heard the himſelfe ſpeakeit z and by the craftie 
conueyance of the Inquiſitors it is ſo brought about, that 
in the counterfeit copy which they deliver to the parties 
hands, it ſeemeth as though he had heard it of ſome other 


mans mouth, becauſe he ſhall nor gheſſe who it was that. 


gaue cuidence againſt him:but bauing conferd therio with 
divers others,as well as with thisman that depoſedagain(t 
him;ſhould no more know who hurt him, then he that 
rx. at blind-man-buffe can gheſſe who gave him the 
« And in this bekalfe, ifthe priſoner chance to men- 

tion any ſuch perſons as the Courtharh not yer beene en- 
formed of, they are incontinently ourlawed, and reputed 
as fauourersof heretickes,for ſuffering an hereticke to ſow 
ſuch peſtilent ſeedes among them , without making com- 
plaint thereof foorthwith to the Inquilitors. Bur if the 
depoſitions beeonthis wiſe, That be beardit of anether cer- 
raine perſon whom he hath named, exc. it is to be vnderltood, 
thatthe witneſſe heard: it by a meane,' and therefore will 
not ſerue to ioyne with another witneſle, though hebee 
man goodenoughforthem, and fitte to feede their ſuſ+ 
picious humors, The difference bet wixt both thele depo» 
litions/ is no 'motre but this, that'in- the: one this word 
other is vied » rhat is not put in' the former , which - 
| 4 onely 
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at his hand,much leiſe(may yethiake). at the Inquiltors. ;j;yc;r wi 
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onely thus , that he heardit of a certaine perſon, fc, This 
geere, I tell you, is taken out of rheir Santa Sanftorum. 
Thusby theſe ſubrill and captious quidditiess the Laquiſt» 
tours beguile mavy 2 Chrittian ſoule that knowerh not 
their cunning dealiugs,bur thinketh himſelfe ſafe enough, 
becauſe he feelech his conſcience free from vttering any 
vatruth. And truely it is greatly to bee lamented , that 
ſuch poore wretches being guiltletſe (Got knoweth) a 

reat lort ofthem ſhould be ſo hemmed in of theſe crafty 
tchpoles ſo farre beyond all humanitie, for want gf a 
lictle Skill in theſe their lubtill and dightfull deuices.Wher- 
in this counſell of ours (perhaps) may doe them ſome 
manner of pleaſure, for the more eaſe eſpying and auoy- 
ding ofthele their policies, T he defendant therfore mult 
take heede that he ſpeake not one wordat this day of hea- 
ring, tending tothe confuration of that which the wit- 
nelſecs affirme,yea though it be as falſe az God is true, and 
he himſelfe neuer ſo well able in his owne judgement to 
anſwerir preſently; leſt the Inquilicours by their importy» 
nity happen to wring out ſomewhat from himon a ſud- 
daine, as they vie to deale with divers. Onely let him this 
doe; that is to ſay, craue a Copy of the depoſitions , and 
licenceto anſwer them in writing by leaſure and with de- 
liberation, againſtthe next Court day, or fo ſoone as he 
can conueniently. In which anſwer, let him fee in; any 
caſethat hee obſeruethoſe things, whereof in theaccuſa- 
tion made by the Fiſcal, I haue given him inſtructions be- 
fore.Secondarily,after he hath obtained the Copygdiligent- 
ly to mark of himſelfe, who be witneilſes with the watnel- 
fond who not,and whether their teſtimony beableand 
ſufficient tocondemne him in theſe matters. wherin they 
beare witnes with the other,or no. Asfor his Aduocate,he 
is but onely for faſhion ſake, and it were as good for him 
to hayeone of clouts, forany helpe that he1s like to have |, | wc 


But as concerning þ witnejles, two that heard it of report neſes. 
are 


"= 


A diſconery of the 
are in thislawlefſe Court as good as one that heard it of 
his own mouth:ſo that two ſuch wirneſſes of herelay, and 
one that heardic ofthe parties own mouth , areenow to 
condemne him, Moreouer it is to be noted, that the kee- 
per of the Iaquilitours priſon, whom they commonly 
call Alcardivm, is as good as two of the beſt witnelles. 
And therefore for ſuch mattters as he hath ſeene and obſer- 
ned inthe priſdn,his onely teſtimony-is ſufficient ro con- 
demneany whom he himſelte accuſeth. Yea, and in ſome 
caſes one onely witnetle, though he haue nothing but by 
hereſay, yet is he ſufhcient ro put the party in ieopardy of 
the racke, it he haue not ſomciuſt cauſe of challenge a- 
gainft him.Burif there were any reſpet at all,or regard of 
Julticein this Courtſo farre -from all conſcience, it were 
enoughin all godly and indifferent mens judgements, 
either for the parties del:uerance,orat the lea(t for his pur- 
gation;to aucyde that quiddity.inthe depoſitions-which [ 
mentioned before,by faire-and flat:deniall of that, which 
the witneſle ſaid onely of herefay; 'were this word other 
thereor no.Wherewith the Inquilitors ſzeke tofalue the 
matter,and rogue therſelues, being indeed buta very 
falſe and a frivolous cauill, onely, tocolour alye. For ſo 
ſhould ir fall out inthe end.that he who depolds nothin 
but of hercſay , ſhould, as right andreaſoun'is ,. be re 
as infufficient: and che other thar ſpake of his owne pre- 
cife knowledge, be likewiſe reieRed,ifrhere were juſt cauſe 
ofexception: ſy that bothrheir ſecret practiſes ſhould bee 
auoyded, . and4Fe Inquilitours entorced to Jay away all 
thigtheir double dealing,and to rell him plainely that the 
thglleheird itof bis own 'mouth,andſo drivetheparty 

t'more ſubſtantially, But whar ſhift ſhould a man 

. makeinſucha caſe? For, having the law in their owne 
hands like Lords, nay, like moſt cruell- Tyrants rather, 
when they know the; witnefſe had'it at the Grit hand, 
-yerwill they make as though they-were eontentro admit 
'theexceptio ofche party who took the:witiieet6 benone 
Os 
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par apt oeughr gr 20 ware and will afterward o r- 
derthe matter as it them, whiles the party ſuppo- 
ſethchat hee hath ſufficiently auoided that witnelle;and 


- thinketh himſelfefure enough forhim. Ler him therefore 


welland warily calt with himſelfe aforehand, or rather 
pray vnto God to reueale vnto. him, whatis to beedone in 
this perplexitie, | | 


Furthermore, in this holy Court euery lohn-4-Nokes Way $1, pro. 
Py 2 promoter, and euery frantike Bedlam that is be- morers ſer- 


des himſelfe , euery varlet or villaine., and ſo forth wing !herr 
euery one of the 24. orders, bee he a perſon never ſo much 5) 11416- 


diſabled inlaw to bea witnes, For a-hungey hunter,$& one 
that ig greedy of his game , will-be glad of every curtalled 
curre that will do him ſeruice to bring home his prey. 
But-ifthe Promoter-in his information chance to want 
wards of weight, or to miſplace them, or haue forgotten 
the,very wards which hee heard the partie ſay , ſo-he can 
hit of the miatter, and remember the ſubſtance,the Inquiſ- 
tors by vertue of their office inſtru himzand bring it into 
his remembrance again : In ſo much, that oftentimes the 


110n, 


Promoter will tell ſuch a tale as neither he heard, noreuer 


meant torell, bur cuen as they themliclues have prom 

ted him word by word : which. a man maywell thinke 
is-not all ofthe belt-ſort. Yet God hath” ſometimes fo 
blinded their ſenſes &vnderſtandings,that they have quite 


forgotten both-rhemſelues & all their owne practices and . 


deuices. As it cameto patlle at S#i/ , that a certaine fran- 
tike woman, in the abſence of her keeper chancing to 
breake looſe,and to-vundocher bolts. & irons whereirr ſhe 
was fettered in a certaine godly mans houſe,'caine'ts the 


' Inquiſitours to the caſtle T7144, and there had almoff dif 


couered to them the whote alſembly of che congregation, - 


which in thatgreat citrie heere and there met in corners, 
The which{ no doubt )hatibeene a prey alone for them, 
butthat God meruelloufly-defended char: good Ack of 
his; being atthar rime'yery ſmall in compariſon, and _ 

F vnable 
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vnable $0 abide the puniſhments which ſince that time 


_ . they hauveforthe profeſſion of Chriſt endured moſtcon- 


ſtantly. This woman before ſhe fell mad was one of the 
chicfe in-the congregation : | meane for feruencie of zeale 
and skill in holy ſcripture, farreaboue that which a-man 
would look forat a womis hand. By means whrof, ſhe was 
very well acquainted with allthoſe , who in this perillous 
time proteiled the Goſpellof Chriſt, but in the heat of her 
phrealie all her former loue and zeale that ſhe bare towa 

the congregation, being turned into an extreme and a 
deadly hatred, ſhe raged ſo vehemently againſt the a(ſem- 
bly of godly perſons,thatin all her madding time ſliee had 
nothing elſe in her mouth , but cryed vpon the Inquili- 
tors on thisſort: Fire and fagots, fire and burne them;polletſed 
(no doubt)of ſome euil ſpirit labouring quicteto overthrow 
that good Chriltian congregation by the meanes of that 
mad woman. Thereforeſoſoone ax euer.ſhewas gotlooſe, 
ſhe went [traightway withall ſpeed to the Caltlewherothe 
Inquiſicours lay,& there knocked atthe gates,which were 
opened vnto her by and by , as commonly they are not 
ſtrait kept ypon any that can informe that holy Court a+ 
gain(t a fort of pooreinnocents. Wherupon at her firlt en 
trance Within the gate, flize required that in--all haſte ſhe 
might come to. the ſpeech of ther Inquifitours, Who 
ſiraightway aiſembled all cogether. in their: Parler, as it 
were to conſult about ſoine waighty affares, and ſent for 
the woman beforethem to heare what ſhe could ſay. Who 
immediatly decared vnto themythat ſhe had broughtthem 
a Bedroll of Lutherans that {warmed-abraadin « £8 Cirie, 
whiles they that ſhould now 4 ſee to ſuch things , ſar 
idle within and ouer-ſipt their matters : andi{o began to 
 reckonthem,& if ſhe had proceeded,ſhe had appeachedto 
the number of 306.and abous,. that were very carnelt pro- 
. feſſors ofthe Goſpell: but that the [nquiſitours altonied at 
this ſuddaine ſight, and meruailing at the firſt what chis 
ſbould meane ( fortill that time there had been littlecalke 


Or: 
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or noneof any Lutherans ):belides, eſpying many-madde 
toyes which ſhe vſedin the telling of hercale(which was 
2 truth indeedeas ſhe reported it) cauſed her ro ceaſe her 
prating in good time. Yet becauſe they would not bee 
thought negligent in doing their dutie,thoughthe marter 
were but of ſmall.importance; they kept the woman till, 
and ſenrfarthe good man in whoſe houſe ſhee was kept, 
whom ſhe meantto haue made foreman in her bil;becauſe 


. he had enteated her ſomwhat roughly at ſuch times as her 


fittes were vpon her,to the end to make herleaue her ra- 


| wry, The mans name was Franciſco 4 Cafra , the Parſon 
(s 


nt Yixcentes Church: who afterwardes was impri- 
ſoned for religion & eſcaped away by a miraculous means: 
notwithſtanding in the very ficlt triamph over the Luthe- 
rans, they burned his piture, When hee was fetche and 
brought aforethemybeing takefor a good honelt man,they 
asked him whatthe woman meant by talking of ſuch a nii- 
ber of Lutherans,&c,but he forthwith forcinga laughter, 
fained himſelfco maruaile at them, in that they perceiued 
her not-to be belides her ſelfe zdeclaring vato themythat ſhe 
had binin that plight by the ſpace oftwo or three moneths, 
in ſo much that he was conſtrained to beate her and binde 
her, as was to ſee by her ſhoulders both blacke and blues 
&by PRA of the Irons on her legges : adding moyeo- 
uer, that he for Gods ſake and in the way of charity kept 
her at his houſe: from whence ſhee brake looſe, cauling 
him and his whole hovſhold 0 ſeeke her over all the city: 
howbeit he was now right glad that he had once met w 
her againe,and found her ſafe. As for the Lutherans whom 
ſhe prated of ſo much, he told them, that during thetime of 
her fits, ſhe had none other ſong, as molt commonly mad 
folke will be alwayes talking of ſome one fpeciall matter 
or other, And for the fetters whereia ſhe was chayned at 
his houſe,if it were their pleaſures either to ſendany to ſee 
them,orto make enquiry of his neighbors about him,they 
ſhould find all thiggs/© 43 he had reported, and therefore 
= F 2 beſought 
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beſought them, that ſome oftheir ſeruants might take and 
bind the woman, and bring her home againe to his houſe. 
Whereat the woman fell into a great rage and exclamati- 
on, that all the caltle rang withall, ſaying ſhee was not 
mad, but hee was the greateſt and ſtarkelt Lutheran in 
all the City,that laded her with Irons , and ſcourged her 
dayly molt pietifully. At which words they all fellin a 
great laughter, and thereupon commanded their ſer- 
uantstotake and bind her, and to carry her to her old 
home = » andto her cold lrons,, commending him 
greatly for his good worke, in taking vpon him ſo greata 
charge as ro deale with a madde woman ,* and to-ſeeke 
meanes-to amend her ;aduifing him hencefodorth to make 
her farer, leſtſhe ſhould thanceto breake looſe hereafter, 
andmakeas much bulinefſe at ſome other time, Thus the 
Inquifitours forgetting themſelues and their owne praQi- 
ces, lo{tatithistimeas greare prey, asall that amounterh 
vhto which'they had beene ſcraping and pithering roge- 
ther inthe harueſt rime, and iacreaſe of rhe Church for 
ewo or three years before. Butto returne t&our matter, It 
is furthermore to be conſidered and obſerued in this holy 
Court 4i that the Promoter never ſpeaketh in open Court 
_ againllany perf6ri;but onely the Fiſea?; whois, agit were, 
an Atrurney generall to moo” the Courr” tall the mat- 
ters that are brought vnto himy and to'rakeAlttheinfors 
mations, and follow them accordingly; ſotharthePro- 
moterſerueth him for a witnes, Whereof, like (as of other 
things) I need notto bring any other proofe or teſtimony 
then their owne. Let every man therefbre indge by what 
right or reaſonthey doeir, INT 
Cnae. V. Sj 
The confutation of the witneſſes. 6; 

"Hen after 3.or 4. dayes, the party is commanded to 
- 2 - comme before themzand roput in his anſwereo-the de- 
poſitions. ' And with him commeth{alfo his' Aduocare,” 
But here | ſhould not forget to tell pay li way, that 


where-. 


Ks 
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whereas it is the part of every Aduocate in all juft cauſes 
diligently to conferre with his Client about the'depoliti- 
ons, and to aduertiſe him which bee the chiete and 
principall points thar require anſwer , and notonely thus 
to do, but alſo to draw the anſwer himſelfe, and fer it in 
ſuch order as molt may further his Clicrs cauſe (elſewher- 
to doth an'Adyocate ſerve but for ſuch purpoſes ?) they 
leaue the ſimple man'to himſelfe, ro deviſe and difpole it 
as wellas he can,hauing none in the world to helpe hit; 
ſaue God alone. And if you aske this holy Courtthe que- 
ſtion, why they doe in this behalfe breake and conterrne 
this cuſtome, which doubtles proceeded of the very law of 
nature, they can'yeeld you no reaſon forit, not make you 
any other anſwer,but onely this: Forſooth there isa great 
difference betwixt this holy Court, and - other commer 
Conrts.In very deed they fay truth,and ſo it is : for alltheir 
nice quiddities were notworth a/ſtraw,ifthe parties mi 
there frankly -and freely defend themſelves by ſuch means - 
as are to them by all lawes allowable, Bur when the party 
hath already framed his anſwer fo well-as He cany thee in 
good time hjs Aduocatecommeth in , to play his part ﬆ 
the length:Who'very warily (Iwarrant you) ead'circuny- 
ſpeRly, as heknoWerh fallwallir Randeth him epon,dea- 
kng in! fo:dangerous a caſe, leſt he likewiſe,- ere hee 
beaware,'fallintotheInquifitors hands by ſome lietle 0- 
verſight, declarethvnto his Client openly before'the!In« 
quiſitors-which depoſitions they be that rouch him nigh- 
elt,and what be the great matters that are prooued avainſt 
him, who be witneſſes with the witnelſes, and who nor, 
and that there is nod 2 obd to be done any way but one, to 
gheſle if ir bep "Whois his accuſer, and todeuiſe ex- 
ceptions againſt him; And yet it is nor beſt for the Aduo- 
cate hereto be ouer buſie in prating tothe party,or to put 
him ih mipd of any further matter that mighr doe him 
good,mo nhebyaduiſement andleaſure can pick out 
is counſel! he giuertrhimy to remem- 
F 3 ber 
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ber himſelfe,and call his wirs t when he is molt 
ac leaſure, with whom he hath fallen our at any time, be- 
cauſeir may be that ſome of his enemies haue accuſed him 
for ſome old grudge. Forif therebe any apparant matter 
of ſome ſpeciall quarrell that hath beene betwixt the par. 
tf and his accuſer, this is all and the onely cauſe of chal- 
lenge thatthis Court will admit againſt any witnes what- 
ſocuer. Furthermorehe declareth varo him, that he may 
refuſe peremptorily ſuch witneiles as have variedin their 
fales,or be his enemies,as is aboue-ſaid : or ifhe can brin 
mo witnefles, toproue that he hath alwayes beene -an ad- 
uerſary to that whereof heis accuſed, and one that hath 
rather frequented and dayly beene converſant in thecon- 
trary, And h&eis all the helpe that the poore Client hath 
at his Aduocates hands. ——— hee is remanded to 
prlipnagetes with this /tew alwayes, that he vtter the 
truth, with afow menacing words now and then enterla- 
ced, more then well doe = nw that if he will nor 
be orderedin time, they will extortit outofhim by ex- 
tremity oflaw:whereby itisgiuen theparty to vnderſtand, 
that he ſhall be hencefoorth more ſtraitly examined , and 
more hardly dealt withall : inſfomuch that after three or 
foure dayes reſpke giuen him-cocall his wits together, 
and coremember himſelfe, they ſend for him g_- and 
atke-bira whether he hath yer bethought himſelfe, & haue 
oughr.to ſay. But whether he hath, yea or no, his Aduo- 
cates queſtion is: Ifhe haue hit onthe names of any of his 
wirdel es or accuſers, Wherin ifthe party can calanything 
certaigly to mind, hedeclaresityngo the 5 
- Ing themto conlider, whether ſuch and ſuch men be not 
his accuſers, betwixe whamandhim there hath beenean 
old grudge , which as yet reſtexhy.betwixt them yncom- 


nded?Howbeit if hegheſſen ides this,that 

> anſwer is —_—_— a Kar | x" _ uu 
oure dayeslabour ſpent in » andhi 

acculation abiderh fill vatouched. : ut-if he chance to 


ghelle 
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qheſſe right,his Ad h him whatexceptions he | 
e right, his Aduocate asketh hi at ions 
can take —_—_ ſuch as he hath named, but daresnot for 
his life directly cell him that he hath gheſſed aright;for itis - 
not good for him | wistotalke fo plainely. Yer when the 
Aduocate hath heard his Clients exceptions,and takenthe 
names of ſuch witneſſes as he nameth vnto him for proof 
thereof, being now at moreliberty then before, he taketh 
vpon him the charge to exawine thoſe matters by interro- 
gatories, and further demandeth of his Client,if he be able 
to bring-in proofe for his better purgation , that he hath 
beenea friend to the Eryers and Monkes, and familiarly - 
vainted with them, and diligentlyobſerued and yr a 
alland ſin the cuflomes, rites, and ceremonies of t 
Church of Rome; and vſed tocome often tohrift, and to 
receiue his maker; and in paſling by any image or crolle, if 
he haue done to them. their due-reverence, that it may 'ap» 
peare thathe is noneof EatbersdeR, Finally, ithee can'a- 
uerregenerally, that hehath beene quite contrery to that 
whercof he is now accuſed: Which things if he proffes to 
prooue particularly,the Inquilitors by ſolemne a&t in law 
doe openly declare in Court, that they arecontentthar he 
make hi ationaccordingly.within 9.dayes next after, 
The hole charge whereof er thatthe party hath giuen 
in the names ofthoſe witneſles that depoſed againſt him, 
reſteth wholly on the Aduocate, as | ſaid a little be- 
fore. Howbeit euery man hath not thusmuech fauor ſhewed 
him to makehis purgation on this ſort, but enely inſuch 
caſes, where the witneſles in their depoſitions agreed not 
with their fellowes, OP with themſclues in their 
owne tales, For otherwiſe they haue but ſmall ſuccour or 
none atall to auayd them by making their owne purgati- 
Onzbut onelyare admitted to take exception agai 
witneſſes(as | laid before)if they can deuiſe who they be. 
And.when the party is proceeded thus farre, let him 
perſwade.himſelfe, thar God hath brought him thitherfor 


tryall of his fayth,. whether it be pure and perfeft, yea 
* | or: 
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ar no. For if he vpon hope toauoidethe preſent perill of 
the body , determine to-uſe ſuch ſhifts for his | 5.90 in 


- procuring his purgation by meanes aforeſaid, albeit he be 


throughly quit in this Court concerning hisduty & obe- 
dienceto the Church of Rome and her |dolatries : yet bee 
he well aſſured, in that generall day of doome which will 
be ſo.tercible to all creatures, & in the judgement of Gods 
rrue Church, it will fall out againſt him farreotherwiſe. It 
ſhall therefore ſtand a man vpon in this caſe to look well 
bout him, and to enter into his owne conſcience, and ſc- 
cretly debate with himſelfe the cauſes of his impriſonment 
mas 1A For if it befor the glory of God, and the free 
ofeſſing of the truth,and he forſweare Chrift;ereading the 
oud of Ris teſtament vnder his feet, & denying the truth 
wherunto God hath called and raiſed him out of that dee 
dungeon ofdarkneſle,ignorance, and (in, hoping by theſe 
curſed and damnable'meanestoeſcapethe'tyranny of men, 
perhaps he may doe ſo for a'ſeafon, and purchaſe the favor 
of men again : butlethim him be molt afſured,that he ſhall 
never eſcapethe ſharp. and moſt juſt judgement of God z 


from whoſe truth heis revolted : whoſepower is not only 


over the carcafle to kill the body,but afterwards to throw 
the ſoule into-vtter darkneſſe. Therefore if hee haue any 
one of graceleftaliue within him; or any zeale eirher of 
odsglory,or loue of his owneſalvation , or that the au- 
thority of our Redeemer may waigh with him any thing 
at all, ſaying : #hoſo denieth mee before men, him will 1 deny 
before my heavenly Father : and he that ackwowledgeth me before 
menyhiim will I alſo acknowledge before my Father and his Angels 


in beaven &c.hewill wholly reltvponthatauthoricy, and 
ſticketo his tackling in that pinch,andxvrterly renouncing 


with heart and mouth all theſe meanesto ſaue this tempo» 
rall life, offred vnto him by .his Advocare and the ludge 
(whereunto he cannot giue his:.conſent without greatdiſ- 
honour to his Creator,and danger of his owne ſoule) will 


yeelda plaine and open confeſhon of hjsfaith , thinkin 


himſe e 


| 
[ 
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himſelfe athouſand times in better caſezthat God hath pre- 
ferued him to that inſtant, toſufter ſome afflition for 
Chriſts fake , . battering in pieces this earthly tabernacle, 
that is to ſay,a full wan . and wearyiſh body, for fo noble a 

uarrell as is the honor of God and the building vp of his 

*hurch.For theſe curſed meanes to ſaue a mans life(which 
that holy houſe,the very (inke of ſin and iniquity,vieth,of 
likecurtelic and compaſſion as is in the-Crocodele, to grant 
to theſe poore foules) are not here reported, to theend 
that the godly ſhouldlearn hereby the ſhifts to ſauechem- 
ſelues,bur rather,that by knowing th:m , they ſhould vt- 
terly auoyde and abhorre them, and that the world may 
ſcethatallche deuices and policies ofthis holy Inquiſition 
tend to no otherend, but after they have layd their cruell 
hands,continually Rained with the bloud of ſome of the 
Saints,vpon any perſon, if he relent and recant Gods glo- 
rioustruth, ſorta deſtroy him botivbody and ſoule:: if -0+ 
therwiſe, yet at the leaftto kill bis body,over which alone 
their power is able to extend itſelfe in ſuch as liue in the 
feare and ſeruice of Godduly and truly. 

Thus, after that the parry hath-endured two or three 
months in priſon at the diſcretion of theſe good Fathers, 
they ſendfor him foorth once againe tothe place of this 
combate:where the Inquilitor beginneth to. declare vnto 
him;howthatthe witneſſes which he brought for his pur- 
p_ have beene heard what they can ſay,and therefore 

edelireth to ſee what he can ſay for hin-ſelfe, orelſe to 
drawtoanend, Then hegafrer their accuſtomed manner, 
falleth to exhortation that hee tell the truth , which is al- 
wayes one peece of their talke ,;{o that I beleeue, a man 
ſhouldrellthem a good long tale,erethey would be ſatisfi- 
ed. Whereunto the party maketh them ſuch reaſonable an- 
{wer as he thinketh belt for his owne cafe. Howbeit,vnto 
divers they vic to put ſundry queſtions, & oppoſethemin 
their owe anſwer exhibited vpby thein writing,quarrels 
lingateuery letter ——_—_— x like to ſubtill A 
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When the party hath ſpoken all that he hath to ſay , the 
Fiſcall Lenhedak nn or ings;and abr Foun 
rors with the aſſent of their Councell and Aſliſtantsgiue 
ſentence when and what they liſt or like themſelues , the 
Divines & Monks, and other ofthe Clergy firlt waighing 
and conlidering ſuch things as the party hath vtteredtou- 
ching doarine and faith,and ſo valuing itaftertheir owne 
rate and meaſure, and trying it by their own touch,which 
they call the qualification dofbrin . At whattime if the par- 
ty beable to prooue ſubſtantially , that he neuer dealt in 
Chriſts Goſpell, which they,by a new name of their owne 
coynfn monly call Luther: bereſies, either they ab- 
ſolue him, and giue him his Qzierav eff, or elſe moſt com- 
monly vieto order the matter, and giue iudgement ac- 
—_— they haue him in a certaine icaloulie and ſu- 
{picion {til either more or leflez Providing alwayes, that 
none palle their hands without ſuch- markes and bad 
as he ſhall carry with him to his grave, in token that hee 
hath bin within the Inquiſitors RG matks are com- 
monly theſe : Confiſcation of the 

during life, or for agreat part ofit: A whitelinnen gar- 
ment with a red crolle called a Sambenit, and laſt of all,a 
perpetuall ſlanderand ignominy to all hisflocke and pc- 
ſteriey,ſuch as never will be worne out , as ſhall be hereaf- 
ter declared. Burt if the party ſhrinke not for the matter,but 
conſtantly conrinue ſo confeſling the truth , or diſaffirme 
the depolitions that be againſt him, having not excepte 


againſt che witneſſes, he is ſurero try the torments:where®# 


of | haue now to ſay ſomewhar, - 
CHar, VI, 
The condemnation to the racke,and the manxer of 


the execution thereof. 


T Heſtate and condition of the godly. (gentle reader) 
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very miſerable, in comparifon- of the- proiperitic which 
che wicked and kar) purge inchis work, Þ 7 
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dingto Chriſts owne ſaying in his Goſpell after /ob», they 
thinke they doe God great good leruice, which lay them 
vponeuery light occaſion , and ſtudy daily by new devi- 
ces and praftices to circumuent them : whereof you haue 
heard ſome ſufficient proofe before. And albeit the injuri- 
ous dealings and ſubtile practices which | haue declared al- 
ready, be ſuch as any good natured people, or that can be 
contentto be ordered by law, reaſon,or equitie z would 
worthily thinke intolerable: yer in reſpect ef theſe that 
ſhallenſue hereafter , which Iam now toſhew, they will 
ſeeme not onely ſuffcrable,but very reaſonable and full of 
equity and good conſcience. For they doe farre exceede all 
barbarouſnes , yea | may well ſay all brutiſh and beaſtly 
madnes, that a man cannotmoreaptly liken them to any 
thing in the world, then to that which they do moſtliue- 
P4 ble, and from whence they proceede , that is to 

, Sathan their Syre : fo that the diuel{zthough hee ſhould 
force himſelfe thereto, is not able in matters touching 
men, nonorin any thing elſe in the whole world; rogoe 
on nd them in theſe their moſt monſtrous and. diuel- 
liſh examples of tyranny : neither hath heany mans heart 
in his belly, thatcan without teares reade or heare theſe 
things that hereafter enſue, which in rifling this butchery, 
wherein many a good ——_ trifling occalions, yea 
diuers ofthem guiltleſſe (God -knoweth) aremade away; 
we will lay open before theface of the whole world, and 
+mee"s their hood of holineſſe, wherewith they haue 
leared all mens eyes, and abuſed the whole world hi- 

therto, 
After the ſentence be once giuen , except it be to the | 
racke, the party is not ſent for againe, till thegrear day of 
their glorious ſhew; at what time he commeth our into 0+ 
| penaudience with the other priſonersthat come to heare 
theirſudgements pronounced vpon them, andeuery man 
foorthwijth to receive his puniſhment accordingly,valelle 

. heebe found notguiley , _ ſo quir' by pro - BD. , 
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For then is he kept in priſon ſtill by the ſpace of 2. or g. 
dayes after the triumph, that the world: may thinke that 
healſodeparted out with the reſt. And this forſooth-is one 
of their holy devices; becauſe they would not be thought 
to lay their hands vpon any perſon raſhly, or without 
goodcaule why : as they. are wont oftentimes to tell the 
parties by the way, in ſuch exhortations as they make vn» 
to themyto vtter the truth, The holy houſe is ſo perſwaded 
of their owne doings , that what extreamity ſoeuer they 
ſhew-vnto the priſoners, yet they think they do vato them 
no injury, Howbeit divers of them,whom they ſhew ſpe- 
ciall fauour vnto for certaine cauſes to them-knowne, . are 
{et atliberty,and:ſentaway to their, owne houſes two or 
three dayes before thegreat day, of their ſolemniities, cau- 
ling it to be noyſed abroad,that they were accuſed by falſe 
witneſſes. Yet is this their flye dealing open enough toany 
man that liſt co mark it, even by this ane thing, that aman 
ſhall never: ſee any ſuch falſe: witneſſes openly puniſhed 
therefore, whichin alLother caſes are accultomably molt 
ſharply ſeen vnto. Butif they be; determines to put any 
- Mmanto therack at ſuchtime as he leaſt looketh for it, then 
ſhall he be ſure to be broughtinto the Audience:where all 
the Inquilitars, or the: greater part of them, fit in their 
featcs of Maicllie,. ang-belides them the. Prow/or, as they 
tearme him or. deputy Oxdinary of the, Diocelle, like a 
ſhepheard ready to flea one of his own flock, who of duty 
ought to be preſent, as well to heare the ſentences giuen, 
as to ſee execution-miniſtred, Ang atthis Courtsday they 
declare vnto the priſoner, how the Inquiſitours, with all 
the learned Councell, hauedeepely conſidered his whole 


caſc, bearing him in hand, thatthey have foundit'out for” 


aſurety that he will not wholly declarethetruth,$ there- 
fore are reſolued, thathe ſhall ridethe racke, and there be 
fpurred certaine queſtions, and ſo by hoake orby crooke 
will wring it out ofhimgwill be, nill he: thereforechey,ad- 
uiſe him to do it voluntarily, as be willavoyde the paine 


and. 
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and perill oftheracke. Whereunto' they ioyne a certaine 
exhortation , which they intermingle with ſfomeſowre 
ſpeech of high andthreatning words, and ſetit' onewith 
great ſeveritie of countenance , rehearſing vnto him all 
the ſeuerall torments of the racke as cerviblyias they can 
deſcribethem,to make him quake in every ioynt of him, 
Yer whether he confeſſe,or not confeſle; all is one, for to 


therack he muſt go, Wherupon they ſend forthe Officer; ,z,,.. 
& command him to have the party into that place where where che 

the Racke flandeth, which commonlIy:is a deepe and @ priſoners are 
darkedungeon vnder the ground; with many adogre to '9/mened. 


pafſe thorow ere a man can-comevntoin, *becaultſuchas 
are put thereto, ſhould 'not beheardro ſhrike orcry:In che 
which placethere is a ſcaffold. reared'y where the” Iwquife: 
torr, the Prowiſor, and the Clerke do (it, to ſeethe Anato= 
mic made of him that is brought rothem. Then thelinkes 
being lighted, and all the players entred thathauvepartsin: 
this Tragedy,the Executioner, who tarriethtaſt co make: 
all faſt (as they ſay) and to ſee every man ins before him; 


commeth alſo atthe length, and ofhimfelfealonemakethy 47 

a ſhew worthy the ſight,more then allthe reſt ofthatrouts 
being wholly arrayed all ouer from the top of his head to "_ 
the ſole of his foote in aſute of blacke canuas, fuch asthe ,,, , ſerips , 


ſuperſtirious Spaniards weare on Maundy-thuriday,whett iu che © 


they ſcourge and whip themielues, az the cuſtome is 

moſt places vnder Popery, if notin all : much likethatup- 
parell chat the diuells in ſtage-playes vie here- with vs jn 
England.M oreouer, his head is couered with a long Black 
'hood thatreacheth oucrall hirface, havingewlo-linki/yeep 
holes to fee through,andall tothis.end, toimake thepþoor 
ſoule themore afraid 'both: in body andmind , to ſee one 
torment him in the likenefſe of a diuell. O-Lord, ſuchare 

their holy guiles. * tharrhw ,9-9388 
After that the Lords be ſet downe-eachr in their places, 
they _ with him againe,- and exhort him afreſh-to 
Fpeake the truth freely and —_ 4 otherwiſe-at his 
nog -$: owne- 


— 


£2. 
YL, 
k 


_— 


46 A diſconery of the 
owne _ be it. For ifeither his arme, or his legge, or 
any vther joint bebroken inthe Rack , as it happeneth to 
diuers,ſo that hee chance todye thereof (for more pent- 
ly than ſo, they mean not to deal with him) let him b 
no man but himſelfe, For they think that after they haue 
giuen him this faire warning, they are now diſcharged in 
_ conſcience both before God and man, and therefore are 
| 09m ny harm ſoeuer come vnto him by meanes of 
eRack, = though he dye thereon as innocent as the 
child new Gn inns _ — y_ me- 
Naclng W comma ethe party ri 
arke naked, be it hee or ſhee, yeathough it were a py 
knowneto bethe moſt honeſtand chaſte mayden or ma- 
tron in allthe city (as they bee neuerlig o without ſun- 
dry ſuch in this their ſhambles) whoſe grief I dare wel ſay is 
not halfe ſo great in reſpet ofany torments that preſent- 
ly 02 an as it is to be ſeen naked inſuch a preſence, 
and of ſuch maner of perſons. For theſe wicked Villaines 
without any regard of humanity or honeſty , (which mee 
- - thinkesthey ſhould ſomwhat reſpeRy if it were but onely 
for theirlong beardes and (ide-gownes , with thename & 
countenance of grauity and holines which they pretend, 
ſecing that neither for Gods ſake, nor for the honeſty of 
.the. good and godly matrons and ſober maydensthey wil 
not forbear one iote. of that barbarous impudency) cauſe 
them firſt to-be _ intotheir ſhirts and ſmockes,and 
then outofthem alſo welnigh (ſauing your reverence) vp 
to their priuities,drawing on acloſei/linnenbreech ; & af- 
ter thatmake baretheir arms alſo totheir ſhonlders,as tho 
the Wrench and Rack, wherewith they are about to tor- 
-mentthem, were not able to pearce their linnen,or as tho 
-their linnen breeches would more manerly couer thoſe 
partes, which they may bee aſhamed to diſcouer, then 
could their ſide-ſhirts or fmockes. And here thoſe ranke 
Rammes declare how they will notlofethatdiuelliſh 
Aure which they take in that ſhamefulandvnſ he, 


though 
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though the poore wretches that ſuffer this, buy it both 
with paine and ſhame enough full dearely. The which 
thing ſurely is a good occalion, why that after this ſhame- 
full and impudent dealing of theſe Fathers of the faith bee 
once noyſed and bruted abroad, they whoſe wiues or 
_ eyther haue already , or may hereafter fall, or » 
preſently are in this the holy Fathers foule handling , ſuf 
fering this ſhamefull villany , ſhould be vrrerly abhorred 
and ſhunned ofall the people whereſoeuer they goe,aſwell 
of Papiſts as of other, becayſe they ought to elteeme the 
honelty and chaſtity of their daughters and wiues aboue 
all other treaſures. But coreturneto our purpoſe, | 
When the parties are thus ſtripped our of all their 
clothes, be ithe or ſhee, into their linnen breeches, they 
ſignifie untotheTormenter by ſome token, in what ſort 
they would haue the party ordered. For this is one other 
peece oftheir art,to talke by ſignes and watch-words like 
ro pedlers french, wherein from the higheſt to che lowelt 
all the pack of them in that curſed Court, as well lacke 
layler, as my Lord Iudge,can vnderſtand oneanother very 
readily. As for thetorments by the which theſe holy Fa- ; 
thers vie to bring men to their beliefe, as they be many in 4 
number, ſo.in ſorrs they are ſundry, yea moe by a great. 
many than any poore ſoule is able to endure,or can come | 
tothe knowledge of. | _ 
But the molt vſuall bethe Tzobit and Pulle with water , The teobir or 
cordes, and firs : whereof I meane to ſpeake ſeuerally, And Pa. 
yet haue they one other caſt at him firſt ere he goe to his 
niſhmet,perſwading him afreſh to vtrer whatſoever: he 
noweth either by himſelfe of by others of his: acquain= 
tance: In the mean ſpace, while they arc thus communing 
with him , one commeth behind himzand bindeth his **** 
hands with a cord, 8. or 10, times about : and becauſe no- 
thing ſhould be thoughtto be done withoutauthority and 
order of law; the Inquiſourcalleth vpon him to ſtraine 
each harder than other, Being thus bound to __ -- 
they 
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they begin yet once againe to perſwade with him: and be- 
&desthe binding nn. of oy they alſo cauſe his 
thumbes to be bound with ſome ſmallerline drawne very 
{traite, and ſofalteri both the lines thattye both his hands 
and thumbes toa certaine Pulle which hangeth on the 
Teobjt. Then knocke they great and: heauy bolts vpon his 

| heeles , ifthe party haue nonealready , orelſe hang be- 
| twixtboth his feetevpon thoſe bolts which he hath , cer. 
taine waights of Iron, at the firſt time but of five pound, 
and ſo hoyſe him vp from the ground. Whiles the poore 
 hangeth in thisplight , they fall to their perſwaſi- 

@ns once againe, commanding the hangman to hoyſe him 
vpon high tothe very beame, till his head touch the P#/- 
fie. Then cryeth the Inquiſitor and the Clerk ypon him to 
| | confelle ſomewhat, promiſing tolethim downe out of 
| hand,if ſo be that he willbe ruled:otherwiſe, they tell him 
thatheis like to tarry cheretill hee would be glad to de- 
iclare whatſoever they. would have him. After he hath 
hung thus a good ſpace, and will grant nothing, they 
command him to be let downe, and.twice ſo much [ron 
-niore to bee layde on his heeles , and ſo hoyſed vp a- 
zineoneinch higher ifit may be, threatning him that he 

ſhall dyenoneother death, except he declarevnto them 
thetruth in ſuch matters as they demand of him gz & there- 
fore charge the hangman to let him ypand downe, that 

/\ the waight ofthe Iron hanging at his heeles, may rent e- 

| +} yeryioyntin his þody from other. At which intolerable 
þ | paines piercing all che parts ofhis body,it the party ſhr:ke 
or cry out (as - hath good cauſc co doe) they areas loude 
on the other (ide , roaring aad pelling vpon him to de- 
clare the truththen,, or elſerhey tell him hee ſhall come 
| downewith a vengeance, Neither will they onely fay ſo, 
þ but the party ſhall find itſo. For ifhee continue in the 
Game; mind, they goe on forward as faſt in their mad. 
moades,and bidthe hangiman ta ip the ropes. ſuddenly,, 
thathemay falldowne with a ſway, andin the halfe way 
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to ſtop, glue him the Strappeds : which being done with 
atrice, all his whole body is out of frame, both armes, 
ſhoulders,back, legs,and all the reſt of his ioynts , by rea- 
ſon ofthe exceeding great waight hanging at his heeles, 
and the ſudden ſway tearing each part from other, And yer 
here is no ho with them neither. For renuing their exhor- 
tation and threats, if he will not yield vato them, ' they 
cauſe more [ron to bee added the third time : ſothat'the 
poore wretch being in that pittifull plight, halfe dead and 
more, is by their commandement heaued vp once againe;z 
and to mend the matter withall, beſides the extreamity of 
le grielen.they begin to raile vpon him, calling him Dog 
and Heretikg that will ſtand ſo obſtinately in concealing 
the truth, andatthelength cell him that he is very like 
there to make hisend. Now if the pittifull creature in the 
mid(t of his pangs call ypon Chrilt (as for the molt part, 
all thatare - erſccuted for his truths ſake doe) that he 
would vonehbben ayde and aſliit him, thus miſfcrably 
tormented, andalmolt(lain for his ſake , then fall they to 
mocking and deriding him, ſaying, /eſ# Chriſt,Jeſs Chriſt. 
Let /eſs Chriſt alone,and tell vs the truth. What a crying 
out vpon Chrift makeſt thou? confeile what we aske thee, 
and make vs no more ado.In muchlike ſort(as a man may 
ealilyiudge) were the blaſphemous ſpeeches of the lewes 
againſt our Sauiour himſelfe, ſaying: Behold be calleth for E- 


calleth himsſelfe the Sonne of God, Which isa true token and 
maſt evident argument, that it is Chriſt againſt whom 
they kicke and makeallthis broyle : whoſe name when it 
is called vpon by ſuch as ſuffer for his ſake, they doe ſo ill 
digeſt, that they can hardly abide to-heate him named, or 
onceſpoken of, But if the party at any time deſireto 'bee 
lerdowne; promiſing to tel them ſomewhat, and per- 
forme it indeede, that is the very ready way to make him 


»bexworſe handled than before, becauſe they thin ke'thac 
ow he begingerh onely to broach: his matters. For a9 
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A-Diſconery of the 
ſoone as this tale is at ant end, they begin afreſh to ex- 
here, to threate, to rack him , giuingeharge to hale him 
vp, and to let him-downe againe in ſuch ſort as is before 
declared. This execution for the molt part continueth 
from nine of the clock in the morning till high noone, 
or an houreafter:and when they are diſpoſed to leaue him 
and let him downe for that time, the Inquilitours for a 
policie ask the layler if his other inſtruments be1n a readi- 


-nesxt0 putthepartie in feare of further tormenrs, being al- 


moſt dead with theſe alreadie. The layler anſwereth that 
they are readie, but that hee hath not brought them with 
him. Fhen ſee(ſay they)that they be made readie againſt to 
morrow,andlooke that nothing bee-wanting, For wee 


willtry one way or another, whether wee can getthe- 
truth out ofthis fellow, yea or no zand ſo depart, giuing 


theſe and ſuch like words of comfort tothe poore wretc 
thar lieth diſtratted in every limme: How new Sirrha ? 
how like ye this geare ? hane ye enough of it, or no ? Well) ſee 
betwixt this and'to morrow, that ye call your wits 
to you, and bethink-yourſelfe whatto fay , or elſe looke 
to die none other-death but-this: and yet we promiſe thee 
thatall this is but a fleabiting in compariſon of that which 
thou artliketo feele ; and fo depart. Ehen beginneth the 
Tayler to play the bone-ſetter-fo wellashe can, and to put 


_ his armes and leges in their-rigthtioyntsagain:and puttin 
. on hisclothes,bringeth him back to his priſon, or carriet 


him rather,hauing neuer a legto ſtand vpon, yea ſomtime 
draggeth him by the armes or legges roo-too pitifully:and 


- then forſooth for faſhion ſake, and tro ſeeme ſomewhat 


mercifull ( mindingin deede no ſuch matter,) rellech him 
that a Surgeon ſhall be ſentfor itncede bee. 

Bur if they bee determined to put the partie.no more to 
theracke, then within two or throe dayes- they ſend for 
him forthagaine into the Audience,and prouideſo , that 
in- the way from the priſon , as hee patleth by the place 
where the rack-Rtocke ſtandeth & iscommonly _ 

the 
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the hatigman ſhall and for the nonce, to ſhew himfſelfe- 
intheſelfe ſamelikenes ofa Diuel,the which | haue before 
deſcribed, thatthe party in paſſing by,may have a ſight of 
him, and thereby = occalioned the more to remember 
his former torments, Who comming into the Court,find-. 
eththe [rquifitor,t he Ordinarie and the Clerke readie ſet each 
man in his place ; whichaftertheir maner fall in hand with 
him, ſometime by perſwalions , and ſometime by earneſt 
intreatie, moving him to-vtter ſomewhat. Ar which time 
if they prevailenoty neyther can get any thing our of him, 
they caulehim to begcarried to priſon againe, Butit hee 
declareany thingythey preffe him the more,and ſuch mar- 
ter it may bee his hap to diſcloſe, that it may chance to 
purchaſe him the Racke once more, vpon hope of getting 
ſome greater matters at his hands. Marrieifthey were re- 
ſolued before to putthe party to the Rack once again,then 
about 3.dayes after his laſt being there, when the ache in 
his ioints is molt grieuous and painfull vnto him , th 
ſend for him againe to come beforethem z and what with 
earneſt entreatie and with terrible threats , they labourto 
haue him fſhriue him ſelfe of all his opinions and he- 
reſies, and to appeach as well ſuch perſons with whom 
hee hath had conference in ſuch matters, as alſo all other 
whom hee knowethto bee ofthe ſame minde and opini- 
on. Otherwiſe, they will him to make himſelfe readie for 
the Racke : wherein if it bee his chaunceeither to be main- 
med in any part of his bodie, or to receiue his deaths 
wound,let him blame na man but himſelf, And if hecon- 
tinue ſtilthefame man that firſt he was,the keeper is com- 
manded that once again he prouide the Rackzall the afor- 
ſaid parties taking their places as before ro ſee him frip- 
out of his rs. Geageal. put to it onceagain in ſuch ſort 
a8 is before declared,or ſomwhat worſe,after this maner, 
The partie having his hands bound behinde him and 
hanging at the Pullie, they bind both his a—_ together 
with ſmall, but very ſtrong —_ ſo in like maner his 
2 legs 
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es about the calfe or mid-leg. Then put they betwixec 
a and his legs a ſhort 'peece of wood, = Comte 
they wreſt che ſtrings ſo ſtiffe till they bee fo deepe ſunke 
into his fleſh,that they are palt ſight : a very extreme and a 
terrible torment,and much worſe then any that as yet hee 
hath endured. In this plightthe poore foulelieth by the 
ſpace of two or three houres , abiding the Inquiſirours 
goodwill & pleaſure: who neuertheles ceaſe not to moleſt 
and trouble him all chis while, either by queſtioning, or 
entreating,or perſwading or flouting & mocking him,or 
diſquieting him one way or another. Or in ſtead hereof, 
they practiſe, as they thinke beft, another kind of tor- 
ture : which, albeitic bee vſed ypon offenders in other 
places aſwell as in this, yer for oneeſpeciall point of cruel- 
tie added by them, we may iuſtly aſcribe ir to their holy 
Court as adeuice of their owne, The name of it,asit is c6- 
monly called, is Burri or Aſeth, and themaner of itis this, 
There is a bench made ofmallie timber , wrought ſome- 
what hollow on the vpper partlikea trough, ſo large that 
a man may lie open in it on his back z and thereabouts as 
his midriftelieth , there is a ſharpe bar going croſſe over- 
thwart, whereon a mans back reſteth that it cannot ſertle 
tothe bottome, becauſe the partic ſhould find thelefſe 
caſe,where otherwiſe he might ſtay or reſt his back againſt 
the bottome of thetrough : being alſo placed in ſuch ſort, 
that his heeles ſhall lie higher than his head. When the - 
partie is Iaied hereon , his armes, thighes, and legs are 
bound with very ſliffe and ſmall cords about the middeſt 
of the waine bone , which afterwards they (traine with 
certaine ſtiffe wrelling ſtickes or truncheons: put vnder- 
neath the cordezztill the cords be ſettled downe within the 
fleſh, and pearce almoſt to the very bone, inſomuch that 


"b> The Torment they bee cleane out of Fght, and then commeth inthis 


.device of their owne addition : Firlt, they take a'very fine 
and acloſelaund orlinnen cloth. and oucr{pread the par- 
ties mouth therewith as. hee licth-vpright;ſo as-it _= 
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wretch in this pitifull caſe, would thinke him,I dare ſay, 


berty to draw hisbreath : onely here he cannot, by reaſon 


"whickthey ſeriuſt ouer againl(t the ſoles of mans feete- 


Spaniſh Inquiſition. 53 
ſtop bis noſtrils alſo, that when' the water is poured into 
his mouth, he ſhould take in no ayre at his noſe;- Then 
cake they a certaine quantity of water, ſo muchas it plea- 
ſerh the Inquiſitourstoappoint , which they poure vpon' 
the cloth, not by drops, but in the maner ofa long treawe 
like a thread : which having ſomewhat a high fall; beareth 
downe with it thefine linnen cloth into the furtheſt part: 
of his throat, And here, whoſo. ſhould behold the poor 


to bee in as great an agony as any man is at the giuing vp 
of the gho(t, For in all other tormentsa man may have li» 


that the water (toppeth his mouth, and the cloth his no-- 
ftrils, ſo that when they plucke it outof the bottome of: 
his throat (as manietimes rhey doe, te ſee whether hee 
will anſwer to their demands, yea orno) thecloth is ſo 
wet wirh water and bloud together, thata man would . 
thinke the verie intralles w come out of his.bodie,. 
And thusthe partie continueth in theſe pangs ſo long as 
pleaſeth them , with promiſes of ſharper fauces than any 
that hee hath talted as yer, and ſo they ſend himto priſon 
againe, 

Bur iftheſe good Fathers be diſpoſed to deal with him: 
farther, & proceed to other greater tortures(for their luſt is 
law in this their lawlefſe Courtzwhere right & reaſon can: 
take no place)then within a month ortwo vnder or over, 
as they think beſt;the party is once againe brought to the 
rack, ſome twice, thrice, foure, five or ix times, & there- 
inentreated eaſily or roughly asir pleaſeth the Inquilitors 
to appoint.. And ſome aretormented. in another-ſorr,. 
that is no whereels vied butin this holy Houſezthewhich: | 
iscermed by fire, the deſcription wherof'is ſhorter to ſhew The Tormene- » 
than therelt, but the paines and cruelty as grear alcoge- © f'* © 
ther. They take acharcole pan of Iron full ofhot coles, 


before he goeto —  —_— that _ 
ans , . 
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+ bEremighthayethe more force to burge them, they baſte 
them.with lard or bacon. | 
© Thus after they-haue occupyed and vnedged all their 
togoles one after another, _ are paſt hope of: hauing any 
thing at the parties hands, they reſpite him for a ſeaſon to 
take hisrelt,and after a while call him beforethem againe, 
and fall co queſtioning with him, inquiring and requiring 
many things ina farre other orderthan they vied before, 
in ſuchtearms as cuery word may miniſter matter enough 
-to quarrell at. Thequeltions alſo ar: framed ſo cunningly 
and Point de vice (for this is their onely ſhift that never jd 
leth them) that by granting one thing, they muſt needes 
at another, and deny the contrary to that. For theſe 
athers ce paſling good Logicians, and maruellous ſubcil 
\ Sophiſters , their crafes-maſlters I warrant them , which 
notwithſtanding that they are dayly in vre with ſuch mat- 
ters, will not iticketo take a litclepaines, and vpon ſtudy . 
to coynecaſes and queſtions for the nonce: which to help 
their memory withall, leſt when the time commech thac 
they ſhould haue vſe thereof, they might forget them, are 
- written and laid open before them: ſo that if the party, 
when any thing is demanded of him, be neuer fo little 
retchleile, it is not poſſible for him to auoyde them, but 
that one way or other they will ouertake tou The © 
helpe for a man therefore in thiscaſc is, to haue a perfect 
remembranceofall ſuch things as hehath deliuered vp in- 
totheir hands: for it is but in vaine for him to craue to 
have them read vnto him , becauſe either they will not 
grant him that, orif they doe, yet willthey read much 
amiſlſe. Wherefore ifhe doe miſtruſt his owne memory let 
his anſwer be this, that he wholly referreth them to his 
 formerdoings and ſayings, and inany cafe auoyde reaſo- 
ning with them, Or if by their ſabtilties of Logicke, they 
igferre anything thereupon, which either he knew not of, 
or elſe neuer 2 » let him take heed in any caſehow 
heanſwercethit, leſteitherthey entrap him in ſome new. 
matters 
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matter , orelſe drive him tothe denying of Gods truth 
moltwickedly. And the readieſt way will be, tocut off all - 
their queſtions with a quicke and a round anſwer, and to 
rell them. plainly that he was neuer fer to ſchoole in all his 
life to learne theſe quidditicsin argument , nor exerciſed 
in any manner of diſputation, For theſe fellowes are ſo 
cunning herein, and ſofull of interrogations and (tran 
devices, belides,1o troubleſome therewithalt, and ſoim- 
portunate , that many times they will get that out ofa 
man by theſe meanes, when all the racking in-the world 
will doe no good, | 
As at Smilnot long agone, they apprehended certaine 
odly Matron , whoſe husband they-had burned a little 
Cand ſo made hera widow, Bur becauſe her confefli- 
on,while ſhe was onthe racke, and there tormented moſt 
cruelly, was by their owne decrees inſufficient cither to- 
condemne her to the flake, or to confiſcate her goods 
ſuch as they were,and yet, ifthey could but get onely thus 
much our of her, that ſhe knew full well that the Church - 
of Rome had determined clean contrary to that which ſhe 
affirmed,this ſhould be ſufficient cauſe to make hertofor» 
feit that pooreremnant of her riches that ſhe had to keep 
her ſelfe withall in her widdow-hood , though poorely 
(God knows) they did rather compell her by their impor- 
tunity, than compalle it by their Sophiſtry,- that ſhe was 
content to ſay ſo much, For perceiving that elfe-they 
would never makean end thus to moleſt and trouble her, 
Indeed (ſaith (he)1 confelle that the Church of Rome hath 
ſo determined, -and therefore I pray youenterin mine an- 
{wer to beſo, and Jet me.departquietly; andafterward as 
you ſhall ſee cauſezdetermine what ſhall become of me or - 
mine at your pleaſure, Whereunto they gaue her never a - 
word,but only wrot as ſhe hadfaid,and ſought no further, . 
For whether it wereſo yea or noy- what care they, ſo the - 
party ſay ſo much;thatthey may haue the ſpoyles-whatſo- . 
eyer,eicher by hooke or by crooke. _ - iN 
HAPs . 
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ſuch matters as the DEE Ce 
to ruderſtand of. 
Wi the extreamity of rorments with the ſubtill 
practices before expreſſed will doe no good, but 
that the party conſtantly endureth the one,and anoydeth 
the other very cunningly, then fall theſe good Fathers to 
other farre better fetches to their thinking, wherein who- 
ſoitable in adeuice to go beyond the relt, is counted a 
chief Champion, and therfore hath yielded vato him the 
prekeminendceof place aboue other in this holy Houſe,Be- 
ing therefore paſt all hope of hauing any thing at the par- 
ties hands by foule meancs, they deuiſe to compaſle ou 
by faire, ſhewing themſclues very mild and mercifull,and 
ſo affetioned, as though the miſery and afflition which 
they ſeethe other in, went to their own hearts, They weep 
with him,they entreat him, they cofort himythey giue him 
their aduice, and deuiſe for him ſome ſecret meanesto rid 
him out of his miſery, making him belecue that they tell 
him that in ſecret, which ay would ſcarce tell to their 
ownefathers,or brethren, or deareſt friend that they haue 
aliue,with many other like words. And this they vie com- 
monly to doe to ſuch as bee the ſimpler fort of peo- 
ple; but ſpecially co women , which for the moſt part are 
not ſocunning to diſcerneforcedand fayned tears. Ther- 
fore when the Inquilitors _ to vie them ſo gently,and 
to proffer them ſuch kindnetle , then let the party ſee to 
a" warily , an" A -- diſcerne _—_ 
boursthey goe in vling ſu ttering ſpeeches, aſſuring 
himſelfe, that they are but faire baites put vpon ſharpe 
_—_ : whereof will of a number report vato you one 
example, 
The very firſt time thatthey began te burne for religi- 
on at Swwill, (which was diuerſe yeares ſ[ince,) bang 
certaine other that were for the ſame cauſe png” v9 
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there was a very godly Matrone, withtwo of her owne 
Daughters and one ofher lifters children, who having paſ- 
ſed all theſe aforeſaid pikes with manlike conſtancy, were 
preſſed very ſore to betray ſome of their brethren, but e- 
ſpecially one to appeach another. One ofthe Inquilitors 
counterfaiting a maruellous kind of compaſſion!towards 
theſe filly women, ſent for one of the daughters to come 
vato him. And when ſhee was come, they two being a- 
lone together , hee began to make a long ſpeech 'ynto 
herin way of conſolation, and afterwardes ſent her to 
priſon againe. This he vſed to doe diuers times and ypon 
ſeuerall dayes, alwayes towards' the euening, and there 
held hera great while , declaring vnto'her ,. how great a 
griefe it was to him'to ſee her in theſe troubles : and there« 
withal would interlace ſome other pleaſant communicati- 
on more familiarly many times, than did well become 
him, Which tended to none other cnd (as itfell our in - 
proofe) but to perſwadethe maydeny that he of very good 
affeQion ſorrowed toſecher in fuch diſtreſle; that in ſee- 
ing him ſo fatherly aduiſe her what the beft were bothfor 
her ſelf & her mother & lifter to do in this caſe, ſhe ſhould 
wholly commir her ſelfe and her cauſe to his ordering. 
Afrer that two or three dayes had been thus ſpent in ſuc 
like conference and familiar communication,weeping (as 
it were) ouer her for the miſery which ſhe was in, with Q= 
ther many moe arguments and tokens of compaſsion, 
wherin he vttered the affections and ſorrowes of his heart 
for her pitifull eſtate, with often proteſtation of his good 
will and beſt furtherance to his power : after allth | 
lices(Tfay) when the wilie Wolfe was ſure.chat the [9 
ple ſheepe was within higreacb,he beginneth to perſwade 
with herto diſcloſe ynto him thetruth of the matter, af- 
wa in ſuch things as touched her mother, lifter and aunt, 
a$any otherthat were not as yet pence » binding 
himſelfe by an oath,that ifſhe would ſodo,and iklolſs 
Him ww | — —_ = 
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A diſcovery of the 
himſelfe would ſtop all theſe gappes well cnough , and 
End ameanes that they ſhould all depart home againe 
quietly totheir own houſes, The maiden being but fiwple 
witted , was ſooneinduced to credit the faire promiſes 
and allurenents of this flattering Father, and thereupon 
beginneth to open vnto him certaine points of religion 
whereof they were wont to conferre among themſelues, 
in maneralmoſt, as if one ſhould give holy things/to a 


gge, or caſt pearles beforea ſwine, The Inquilitour 
S.- otten this thred by the end, laboured to vnwind 
ew 


clew, and therefore calling in the maiden many 

times before him,to the end that her depoſitions mighe 
bee entred by order of law, made her &7 0% that hee 
would take it vp andend it fo reaſonably, that ſhe ſhould 
receiue no manner of harme thereby , and in the laſt day 
of hearing made a repetition vnto her of all his former 
ware as to ſet her at li againe, and ſich like, 
ut when the time came that ſhe looked verily for the 
performance thereof;there was no ſuch matter , but con- 
trariwiſe my Lord the [nquiſitour and his adherents per- 
ceiuing how this deuice had brought ſomwhat to light, 
which al their extremities otherwiſe could in no caſe doe, 
to theendto make her confeſſey the reſidue , determined 
once againeto haue her vpon the rack, wherein ſhe indu- 
red molt intolerable pen both vpon the Pullieand the 
Trough, vntill they had, as it were,. in a pre(ſe wrung out 
of her aſwell her beliefe, as alſo forced her to accuſe thoſe 
perſons whom they had hunted after ſo long, For the 
damoſell through very extremity of pangs and tor- 
—_ driven to betray her owne naturall mother, 
and iſtersand divers others , that were thereupon imme- 
diately apprehended, and afterward put to the terments, 

and at the length ſentto the fire. x 
_ Moreouer, the ſelfe ſame maiden within a while after . 

aied a notable part in teſtimony ofher beliefe. For when 
was brought vp vnta the ſolemne ſcaffold ——_ 
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ofher companions there to be ſeene of all the people, and 
euery oneto heare ſentence of death pronounced vpon 
them , asſhee returned thenceto her place againe; hauing 
heard her judgement, which was to bee burned, ſhee came 
to her Aunt who had beene her Schoolemiſftreſle, and 
taught ber her catechiſme and beliefe ( for the profeſſion 


. whereof ſhee ſhould preſently bee executed ) and with a 


bold courage without change of countenance, b ending 
her head downeward maidenly, gaue her moſt hearty 
thankes for that exceding great benefit in taking the 
paines to inſtruct her [nos pardon at her hands if 
at any time ſhe had offended her, for that ſhe was now at 
the point of taking her death, and departing this life. 
Whom her Aunt on the other ſide comforted as ſtout- 
; ar her to bee of good cheare , and to let nothin 
iſquiet ben for ſhe hoped in God thatſheſhould be wit 
Chriſt ere it were long. And this did ſhe in the ce 
& hearing ofall the people, but ſpecially ofall thoſe of the 
holy Houſe and their adherents, This Aunt of hers was 
the ſelfe ſame woman, which ayeare or two before being 
mad had dere&ed the whole congregation to the Inquiſi- 
tours, whereof I made mandbe belker : who being re- 
ſtored to her former wits againe by the goodnes of Cod, 
ſo well as the reliques of her diſcaſe would let her, did 
now both confeſſe his truth,and for the ſame endured 
molt horrible and lothſome impriſonment and torments: 
moreoner,was openly whipped,and ſo remained in priſon 
during the reſt ofher life. Bar to returneto their praQtiſes, 
Cna?. IX. 
Certaine other more ſecret prattiſes, 
TD fling excellency of theſe praiſes which pre- 


ſently I entend to diſcouer, is ſuch , that they rather 
deſerve to haue ſome ſpeciall place by themſclues, then to 
be thruſt in heereconfuſedly among theſe other and 
common deuices, For they doo as far paſſe all the other 
that haue been ſpoken efſeretolire, as there is difference 
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in dignitie betwixta Court of Pipowders and the high 
Courtof Parliament, The firſt w in order as it fal- 
kth eut,audthe moſt myſticall(and | belceue as beneficiall 
totheir boxe as all the reſt ) is the abuſe of their ſacra- 
ment ( asthey terme it ) of Confeſſion, which by their 
ownedecretals is no ſmall offence, But all is law in this 
holy Houſe ( as | ſaid before.) whatſoeuer they liſt. Their 
deucie is this: Whenſoeuer any of the priſoners beginneth 
to be but a lictle crazie,they aske him whether hee bee diſ- 
poſedto go to holy ſhrift. The which is done for two eſpe- 
ciallco ions. The oneis, to proue whether he like 
well oftheir holy confeſſion,yea or no. The other,to ſee if 
perchance he will be perſwadedto ſay ſomwhart vnder Be. 
zedicite,either touching himlſelfe or ay otherzthat this ho« 
ly houſe may bee ſet on work. Ifthe party bee willing, at 
 handisSir John anda Clerke behind him with pen and 

iak left bebind the priſon dore, & ſothe ghollly father fal- 
leth to his Confitetor:in proceile whereof c examineth the. 
ſicke map firlt generally,& then ſpecially,whether trahold; 
any of Luthers articles , chiefely in this or thatarticle, or- 
haue atanytimeconferred with any other concerning the 
like cauſes:finally,of whom & by what occalion he heard 
them,&cwilling him boldly to confelle it & to feare no- 
- thingy neither to think any ſuch villany to, bein him asco!: 
reveale it,laying that hee hath authority immediatly from 
rhe high Comiflioners to abſolue him ofall;ſothat. hedif-: 
charge his conſcienc:with other ſuch like talke to-the ſame 
effect. Nowifrhe party follow hi: ſo farthat hee begin to 
confelle ought,then-is-hgſurely caught, For when he hath 
poured out al,&faid-whathe-canſay in theſe caſes(though 
he do itthrough the earneit &, wicked perſwaſions off che” 
protein doth hecharge him further to.confels the ſame 
efore a Notary, orherwiſc he tells him that his abſolutjon - 
i3 nothing auailable ygto him, - And iftheparty yeeld vn- 
to hin ſo-muchz$; becontent foto doztheathe clerkywho- 
| kingnorfar off, is ſtraightway fencfar ,. and id; 
this 
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him alc 
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thismatter diſpatched. Burif he refuſe, either miſtruſting 


ther,or elſe halfe in doubt to credite him; yetis 


he no lefſe indangered by diſclofing it to the Prieſt;than if 
he had confelled it before a Notary.For this kind of con- 
feſsion is-not right auricular, but all is done aloud, by 
meanes that the crafty confellor repeateth the word$after 
him,and ſo- driueth the party to anſwer him almoſtin the 
ſelf ſame note: who knowethnot nor-fesrech 3ny ſuch 
roatterthat there lurketh ws ſocloſly behinde the 
e 


door to heare or write what 


ſpeaketh. Then after they 


haue gottenthus much, either they chargethe party there- 
with,orelfe by occaſion hereof examin him further vpon 
greater matters,& therupon picka-new querrel with him, 
rothe intetto vic more extream tortures Neither dothrthis 
good ghoſtly Fathereither fear excommunication,or feele 
any trouble in his conſcience, for revealing his ghoſtly 
ſonnes confeſſion, both becauſche is perſwaded, that a lit- 
te loud ſpeaking, andinſomewhar a higher notethan the 


ſecrets of confe 


n would wel aHow;isnotto bee account 


tedany. difcloling,at alk for thar, wharſ6veuer he did, was 
done in the ſeruice and behalfeofthe holy Houfe, 
Twulianus Apoſtata (as hiſtories of very good eredite doe 
report) ſpoiled the Chriſtians of alltharthey tad, and co 
ploſe vpon'the Goſpel x 
'Diſciples to- love po- 


loured his theeuery. with a.falſe 
wheroas Chrilt commanded alFh 
vertie, . andto bee carele(le fort 
another time hee 


them an-example; And no: 


hings of this world. At 
perſecuted them moſt cruelly, and ex- 
hac' Chriſt 


harted ther to patience, _ ad giuen 


: theſe holy Fathers 


haue barrawed ane oftheirdenicesofhim;For when they 
ſee any conltitly &likea good Chriftian man tocontitue 
alwelin his faith towards God, as chatity towards his bre- 


thren, they hedge himin with NED Now ſurely 


Sir, you are butafaine : Chriſtian 
the incofthe. 


6) For you 


- 


hedadrincofthe ApolileeandPrinivive Ch 
the Apoſtles! and e———— i dayes being m__ 
(i 3 re 
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A diſconery of the 
before the Echnike Magiſtrates , and examined whether 
they confelſed Chriſt or no, anſwered phainely that they 
did : and being further demanded, whar fellowes & com- 
panionsthey had,would tell che truth atthe firſt, There- 
fore (ith you profelle your ſelues to be followers of them 
& their exampleszin likefort ſhould you confefle of your 
ſelues and of your fellowes, And this is their goodly rea- 
ſon thatthey make.. In very deed /w/:arns Apoitata ſpake 
truth, that Chriſtians in the time of affliction ſhould nor 
be waucring, norgiuen to the gathering of theſe earthly 
treaſures. Euen ſo (ſay the Inquiſitors) ſhould a Chriſtian 
man comming before a temporall ludge, and there exami- 
ned of his beliefe, yield a plaine and cuident declaration 
ofthe ſame. Bur they lye both of them by their leave, 
when they ſay chat the Chriſtians in thoſe dayes did 
of like zeale betray theirbrethren vnto the Echnike lud- 
ges,as they did make open confeſſion of their faith : for 
that were flat the rule of charity. And therefore it 
is a plaine mateerzthat in all other things the Inquiſicours 
arealt er as bad as cuer ſui was, becauſe they vie 
the ſelfe ſame reaſons that he did,and all to one effeQ:that 
is to ſay,to make waſte in the Church of Chrift,by cutting 
downe the branches thercof,making but a ielt ofthe lawes 
of true Religion. Y 
.As there was once an Inquiſieour, and one of the chie- 
feſt ofchem, whom it ſhall not be amifſe to touch 
by name,becauſe if his friends hap to reade this,they may 
owledge it to be true that | will report of him. His 
was Jobs borneat Sixi,and Biſhop of Tr- 
races, It was his common ſaying (which | belecue other 


of his fellowes learned ofhim) ſpeaking of ſuch as were 
brought before him for the Chriſt,that it was 
a wonderfull thing to conſider , how firmely theſe here- 

«tikes haue i inthetables of their hearts this com- 
mandement;7how ſbalt lone thy ac thy ſelfe , which 
will neuer be brought to 


fe of their. fellowes , till. 
they 
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they be almolt torne in peeces with torments,and yet can 
yenot get it out of fome of them by theſe meanes neither: 
ſuch notableteflimonies hath crue religion oftentimes, e- 
uen ofthoſe thatare her deadly enemies, For the law of 
God concerning boththe Tables, is perfetly written and 
ſealed inthe hearts of true Chriſtians, and the print of 
this ſeale of Gods law is not elſewhere to be found but in 
theſe onely. But allthe Lawes of the fleſh are (ſigned with 
this marke : To day mine owne man,and yours to morrow, And. 
farely, me thinketh, a Chriltian Biſhop ought te have: 
beene very much aſhamed to bee ſo blind and ignorant 
therein,and not alone ſoto be, but thereunto to adde ſuch 
blaſphemy belides. 

T he ſelfe-ſame Biſhop (ſeeing we haue begun to talke 
of him) was ſent from the Kings Courtto Sil to beone 
of the Commiſſioners in the Inquilition there, abouttwo 
or three yeares before: at what time ſo great a multitude of 
the faichfull were ficlteſpyed , of the which even till chis- 
day, at certainetimes appointed there be diuers ſent tothe - 
fire, For all his Drs. na were not worth a (trawe in 
compariſon ofhim,neither halfe ſo (tout as he,nor ſo cun-. 
ning in bringing their matters about as was this one many . 
but (pecially ſuch as concerned the holy Inquiſition, For 
vntill chis time there was neuer an able man , that was- 
thought ſo prouident as to preventſo great a miſchiefe be» 
fore ithapned,. or otherwiſe able ro vphold the Church- 
of Rome drooping, as it were, by meanes thereof, and in. 
danger of ruine, But forany other good qualities that 
were __ to —— him to _ Now or ſufhicien- 

to di eit, I report me to himlſelfe, report mee to-- 
them that choke him to this roome, yeal report meto. all. 
EE IDES 

mi m, an c lowes,. 
————_ oflearning,or chil inDiuigity,or-knows - 
ledgein the eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories,or any great reading of : 
the ancict Fathers or thelate Writers (w benteciptte 
| rcn : 
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Church hath worthily in great eſtimation) or if hee were 
greatly ſeene in matters of faith, whereof they tearme 
chem(elues the [nquiſitors and ludges, as it were, both of 
oper and termener,in theſe caſes: to be ſhort, if chere were a- 
ny knowne and approoued godlinefle of life and conuer- 
ſation in this man: wherein the whole packe ofthem flat- 
rer thernſelues ſo much , that they arrogate vnro them- 
{clues a very gay and glorious title thereby , but rather be- 


- cauſe he was more cruelland vnnaturall, and ſomewhat 


more lie in the deuices and praQtices of the Inquiſition 
than the reft were. In reſpet whereof, he obtained both a 
diſchargefrom his ſervice, and afat Biſhopricke belides in 
recompence of histrauailes, and partly in conſideration 
that he was an old forworne ſoldiour'y and hauing now 
good leaſureylikea wicked impe of Rome, returned to his 
old occupation againe. Atthe ſelE-ſame time whiles he re- 
mained in commiſſion at Sid , ſo many were apprehen- 
dedfor profeſling the Gofpel,that he was driuen to beſtow 
ſome of theminhis owne lodging, becauſe altthe priſons 
in the towne were not able to receive them, the number 


. was ſogreat. Yet his Reverend Lordſhip wanted neyther 


time nor leaſure to take his pleaſureabroad , and to row 
vpon the riuer in Barges tilted with purple and lilke, with 
ſuch preparation as had berter beſeem'd one of Serdaxapa- 
[144 ſeh s, than any ſober man or Chriſtian Biſhop: ac- 
companied with Af#ſiciaxs,- but not with the Muſes, ha- 
uing a very great traineafter him belides, and ſo paſlingto 
hisgarden adioyningthereunto,” all the whole people ga- 
zing him, and running in heapes andthrongs to 

this{ightnvery deedthefe triumphs 6c iollicies were not 
greatly out of the way for him and hismares todelight in, 
eheir matters being in ſuch plightas they were; and the 
Church of God, whereuntohe was a profetſed enemy , ſo 


. fullcftronblesvexations,and affliftions.Butto returneto 
their ices 'againe. ' SE w 
henſoexer eſs good gentlemen are-defirous to 


Spanyb Inquiſition. 65 
learne outa certaintie of ſuch as liue altogether in one 
priſon, (whom they ſuſpeR to have ſome conference in 
matters touching ſaluation,cither by way ofexhorration, 
or by comforting & confirming one another in the faith, 
being in ſo great miſery as they are) they ſend in a £lie a+ 
mong them(asthepriſoners vſeto tearme him)whomthe 
Inquilicors caſt in priſon craftily and for a colour,to mark 
euery mans talke, whoafter two orthree dayes that hee 
hath oncecrept into their acquaintance, will begin afarre 
off to offer ſome talke in matters of Religion, making as 
though he would be gladeither to reach others,or to learn 
himſelfe ,- and. by theſe ſubtill deuices many of thefimple 
ſort are ſoone beguiled, Wherfore let euery man take heed 
after this faire warning, that hebee not ouerlight of cre- 
dite intruſting ſtrangersroo far(I meane fuch asare put in 
priſon with : having no manner of acquaintance 
with them before. And to the intent that they may'know 
ſuch 2 Flie the better, I wiltgiuethem one furetoken : to 
wit, he willcommonly be the firlt that will offer tajke,and 
pretend a zeale towards true Religion, both belidetime and 
without occaſion : and then ſhall they doe wellto let him 
preach alonerill his chaps ake, giuing him neuer a word, 
For if he chance to.ger any thing out of any of his fel- 
lowes that helonged for; ſo-ſoone as the layler commeth 
to vilite his priſoners at his accultomable houres, -hee-is 
ſtraight-way'in hand with himto craue a day of hearing 
forhim, az themanneris that ſometimes rhe priſoners will 
ſue for, Bur ſo ſoone as he is our, | warrant them, the reſt 
that tarrybehind, ſhall ſhortly after feele the fruites of his 
fellowſhip, little to their liking. A maruailous matters 
doubtleſs,that men ſhould beſo diuelliſhly bent,to be cen- 
tent for a ſmall gaine of a little money,to ſerueinſuch offi- 
ces; ſo much to their owne hindrance, that ro obtaine 
their purpoſe they ſticke notrolye in priſon with others 
bound and chayned as they be, by the ſpaceof two or 
4#hree moneths, and then to ——_— all che other a_ 


66 Adliſconery of the. 
therein can long cal deg eliaeychebr mikey 
cr priſoners can in no caſe away. withall:by their willes, 
and.yet can theſe men with all their hearts. Beſides this (a 
more wonderfull thing toconfider)they wil ſo paſlefrom 
onepriſon to another,that they areno ſooner out of one, 
but by-and by they willbee in another, and ſo in the ſe« 
cond andthird,;&c, and be content to endure- the ſame 
extreamities twice, thrice,' or foure ſundry and feuerall 
times, yea,all their life long to feede vpon theſe diſhes of 
dainties. And when this goodfellow is out of priſon, and 
come before them to yeeld account of his office, he doth 
not onely declare what he hath heard the priſoners ſay,but 
alſo what countenance they made him when hee called 
theſe matters of Religion into queſtion , and: how they 
tooke it,whether as liking or milliking therewathall, or 
what opinion he hath ofthem,though they neuer anſwe- 
red him one word. And this mans accuſationis of as great 
force as the ſtrongeſt and moſt allowable witnes that is or 
canbe,andis withoutallexception,be he never ſomeanea 
maneither in ___— credit, or comon reputati6 of me; 
yeatho he be but a lakes-farmer , & ſcrue in his place for 
aſmal reward, yetis hereputed a worthy member for that 
purpoſe, well beſeeming ſuch a head as1s that holy Houſe 
of theirs. it S—__ alſo many timesthatſome ſuch as 
areapprehended for Religion, fallinto the company of 
ſomethatare layd in foripectall mattersz whoto curry fa- 
uour with the Inquilitors, will villanoully accuſe their 
fellowes whom they haue heard confer together in pure 
and ſound doqrine: andthe tefttmony of Puchiperfons is 
of the greatelt credit thatean be;and molt highlyelteemed 


in their holy Houſe. For tothe [tate of the matterybr => 
lification as they tearme it, a great reſpe& is tobe had of the 
circumſtanceszas the priſon;the perſon of the accuſer, and 
the party accuſed. old yort3 ot ogtuc 312003 
. Other Fhes there be alſo-which ſeruethe holy Houſe to 
do thelike feat abroad out of priſons, fecretly and lily gor 

ing 
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irigabout to compalle in by like wyles ſuch as-areamang 
the common:people ſuſpefted to be Lutherans g whereof 
ſome haue ſo good wings , thatthey'will fiye quite ouer 
the ſea into very farre countries to take ſuch as arecontent 
to leaue Spayne,and baniſh themſelues thence, to theend 
that they may. live the more ſafely in other places. elſe- 
where: ſuch is the earneſt zeale which thele good Fathers 
haue both to the glory of God: arid the health of mens 
ſoutes,Bucto keep within the bounds of Spaine,& to ſpeak 
onely ofthoſe that fiye about the Ciries there where this 
holy Court is kept: there are a great ſort of gho##ly Fathers, 
both'Priefts and Monkes,which arenothelund with their 
parts in playing the'Flies. To whom ifa ſimple mangand 
one whom Godhathſent fome: light.of his word vultos 
doechanceto reſort, and in'proceiſe of his confel(ſiun-g+ 
pen his 'conſcience vnto them, eyther doubtingly , or 
elſe avonly ready perſwaded,prayingto: be further inltru- 
Red or confirmed; they labour not onely 14-quench that 
lighe which''began ro ſhine-inhis heart, but ſome'of 
ther are in hand with himycither by gentle entreaty y -or 
ſometime by threatning him terribly , to the end to- get 
himtogoers the holy Houſe there to accuſe himlelte, 
promiſing hint in the behalfe of the Lordsthe.Inquilitars, 
that the ſhall haue all fauour ſhewed him that may be :-f 
charircorameth tb/paſſe many times;that the poore.ſaules 
like filly ſheepe,wittrunne of their owne accord into the 
Woluegmouth to betorne in pieces and deuoured euery 
jw ee chey have-which they. put in pretice 
- . Another policy chey haue-which they put in practice. 
likewiſe, wollng vnhoneſt by a great dealethen thisy which 
is alſo /borrowed/our of the Inquilitours: yr arty 
6 huvegroped a mans conſcience that ſuſpeRteth no 
ſuch treachery at # holy mans hand, ſpecially vndertheic 
ble(ſed Benedbcite, they ditſemble the matrer for thattime 
without contrarying. him 3: willing bir te reſort vBto 
thetn the-nexr day” when they: ſhall haye:betcer leaſureto; 
hw K 2 


heare 
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hear him thoroughly, and to talke with him more freely 

in thoſe matters, and ſoſend him away halfe ſhriuen, 

' halfeaconfeſſion ilfauoredly cut off His meaniog is this, 
that when the party commeth the next morrow , &com- 
muneth with him ofthe ſelfe ſame matters out of ſhrift, he 
may freely,and without danger ofreuealing his confeſſion, 
complaine ofhim to the Inquilitours : nexther doth this 
their purpoſe-want his performance. This religious rout 

(forſooth)can choke with agnat, & ſwallow downe a ca+ 
mell. And of ſuch crafty difſemblers, divers have gotten 
this-good by their trauail at the [nquiſitours hands, thar if 

any thing eſcape them ignorantly or for. want ofheed ra« 
king (asit happeneth many times) whichhad bin enough 
to haue heaped coales enow vpon anothers mans head , 
though the ſame things were proued againſt them ſo ma- 
nifeltly that they could not bee denied , yet can the Inqui- 
fitours bee- content to winde vp ſach matters and winke 
atthem wiſely, accounting it agreater lofle to forgoe the 
ainesthat commeth trouling in by ſuch fellowes, than 
ſpoile were worth that might bce gotten by taking ad-- 
vantage of them, Ofthe which ſort t could, if | were dif-. 
poſed, recken-vpa great number by name, and ſure they 
wel deſerue-it for their wicked dealings in this kind of ſer- 
vice, to bes ſerucd, But I meaneto _— their names 
im conlideration of Gods great might and mercy,who may . 
hereafter ſhew his Counts countenance vntothem,and 

- , rant them grace torepent (as I know hee hath done va». 

to divers) and then ſhould | repent mee toolate,that theis 
names were made ſoinfamous and execrable_ toche Con- 
gregation by. my meanes, though fortheir ownedemerits. 

Fortruely a great number of theſe at the firſt knew the 
truth, yeaſome of them preached. and taught it to others, . 

But ſo ſoone as the ſlorme beganto. ariſe, and totrie each- 
mans buildingvpon what foundatis it ſtood,on the rock. 
or onthe ſands, they thought it wiſedomefor them to goe 
backe withthatkegge betimes. And being moreover po] 


| amine ra telus og 
red that divers had themin a great. fiefor ſo doing, 
they imagined thatthey could nor fpunge our that ſtain by 
any-other meanes, then ifthey ſhould become Promoters 
of ſuch as had bin their fellowes and companions tofore, 
& ſo to becomedayly Gueſts and (tout Seruitours to this 
holy Houſezand-thus were perſwaded that they had taken 
2 readie way to ſaue theniſelues from the Inquifitours: Bur 
what conſciences they carrie abont within'them,and what 
teſtimonies of the terrible judgements of God prouided 
for them, they know beſt themſelues. le ſhall be ſufficient 
that I give this /zems by the way , to conſidertharit'is not 
any zeale in the Inquifitoursofthe truth or cutting down 
hereſies ,. that moueth chem to ſuch butcher-like laugh» 
rers astheſe (the which things both they pretend to doe; 
and the common people are likewiſe perſwaded of them) 
though we ſhould yeeld untothem fo far that they bee er- 
roneous-opinions which they correct [o ſeverely, Forif 
it were ſo, then ſhould they not have fanoured that 
that haue done thern ſo' profitable feruice, and procured 
them ſo great-gains#as is ſaid before; Ney,all the zeal which 
they have, is rather rofillthe kings Treaſury & their owne 
purſes. Yezif we reſpeR the chiefe cauſe that moueth rhem 
to-make ſo many poor innocents to beſo miſerably puni- 
ſhed & rormented, & afterwards put ro death, befides their 
wiles,their guiles, theirvillanous breach of faith, and the 
divelliſhdeuices,by the which they doe procure their mat- 
ters,it iva ſting of S«thew himſelfe,whohath been a marde- 
= a children — the Father oflyes, and _ 
practices. very beginning. For whats 

blind but hee. mayealily ef] 7 edt ndevf Yealin 

can proceed of none> other ſpigle? or who will be * 4 
phemous torefer it totheſpirit of God as avthot thereof ? 
Moreouer,one other goodleſſon tothe godly may berthis, - 
thae they take diligent heed, whom-they deale withal! or 

admit into their company and familiar acquaintzrce;and 
nat to trult every man. ha wo ſaying of Jeremie 
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hence calt not but at aduenture, yet commonly they 
a great draught -whenſoever they' vic it. If they 
chance at an ca apprebed any notableSc famous fel 
low,who m know either either td be #greatteacher Or pre» 
: ga ae thts te aye greatrelort made vnto him 
_ hg tho their better inſtrutions,as ſome 
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Fs OO faults,& craue pardon betimes 
xbe op ſeutior v5 the m_—_— attach them, For. they 
| Ls phe” :whoſp withcone' ve- 
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ſ, peRts crangs as th Y.are, in credfy wi the Fat 
bft my cery' of the" Holje Houſe,” For 
the commidn eſtimarian ofthiert is no” bette as. che 
tearme them,dogges, hertrick#t, os, And” _ deale 
with them altogether ſo well as moſt mef'ywill doo _ 
their dogs,that doo them either ſeruice or pleafure; but 
as men commonly vſet ineertchoſs rien} Wiokyirde. | 
riſion ofalt humanixy they: ſerine &dgged, thi-ſbeſteem' of 
ther, The diſcourſe wheredfThalt ther 'bealtoge 
needeleſſe,nor impertinent int re Pad apts do 
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A Diſconery of the 
cruell Camnibals, into whoſe. wechriex thou mighreſt have 
delivered mee, and1et moveieag theſe men ? . Another 
named Olmeds,a man (ingul th for vertue and lear- 
ning, falling likewiſe into the Inquiſitours hands for the 
ſelfe ſawe cauſe that purchaſed vnto Conftartine his death, 
firſt vpon hisimpriſonment fell ſocks, and afterward. died 
amids the Ell ane ſtench of the priſons. and was wont 
toſay in like ſort: O Lord God, = with mee whatthou 
wilt, Throw me beadlong where thou wile » ſo thou = 
me not ouer to theſe men, whoſeentertainment is-ſu 
m2y more rightly be termed a Fine rpetuall Torture, - rey j 
place of Impriſ@amenc, For phafvormol » theplace 

of them is ſlur y d leverally what. with the 

ighenes thereof,and the euill aire, & damp oftheearth, 

if ic be below, may more properly bee likened to a graue, 
then called a priſon:bur if itbe alofeitis atthe time of the 
yeare, by meanes of the extreme heate, more like a frying 
orange, And in cuery of theſe Holes, for the moſt part 
(ſpe pecglly Nebe pris be bee ſo many that there bee moe 
ſons then. feuerall roomes ) two or three of 

them are _p rogether > ſo that they haue no 
larger ſcope: then to. lay them down and reſt them in, 
ſaue.onely afootein compalle perhaps,which ſerueth for 
tes Goleofaementio an Y andby ira pit itcher of 
of cold water guench. their thirſt, Neicher in on day 
ah any more then may coine.in at a key - 

hole,or ata lictle long rift no greater then a mans finger. 

Howbeit there bee certaine priſons that bee ſomwhar 

larger, bur 
dooſerye for! By! 
Againe, other there bee Nene then the for- 
mer,and worſe edeale to ek in, for that they are not 
ar 34g inſo much that they which-enter into 
behalfe rotten, 
and priſons 


theperlon, and 
.of 


arealſo. more then ſomwhar coſtly, and 
y ſuſpeted far religion, 
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Spaniſh Inquiſition. — 72 
of his or their! deſerts; and many «times as it pleaferh 
my Lords the Inquiſitours and maſter layter to beſtow 


them in, according as they beare affeftion to the party ei- . 


ther goodor bad. And thus much concerning the place 
of theirimprifonment. | 


Theorder of their dyet is anſwerable to their lodging, T2 * menner | 
The rich pay very large tees to the holy Houſe, and cuery chr 
priſoner is ratedat the diſcretion of the Inquilirour.' Out ,, 


ofthe which there is deducted an allowancefor his daily 
charges 39. dipendia, commonly called Marzeaz, whereof 
17. make 2 dutch batte.$.and a half,a french ſouſc,1o.a fle- 
miſh liver, which amounteth in our reckning after the 
Engliſh ratezto 6. pence well-nigh. Howbeitif any ofthem 
be diſpoſed to exceedeg&c haue any other dainties, he may 
at his pleaſure,ſo that he pay for it on his owne purſe. And 
yet they deale not ſofauourably with euery ſort of priſo- 
ners,but onely with ſuch, by whom they looke not to 
haue any bootie,being laid in but for trifling matters, For 
if they be ſuch priſoners, as they know by the information 

iven in againſt them,likely to loſe all that euerthey haue, 
they willnot ſuffer themrto exceed in ſuch ſort, butler the 
feed only vpon a little brown-bread, and a cruze of cold 


water,not ſuffering them in any caſe to haue any ſpeciall | 


cates beſides their ordinary,be they neuerſo rich, becauſe 
they makethis accompt,tharthe moreis ſpent in that ſort, 
the leſſe ſhall be their parts when it commeth to reckning 
and rifling. Notwith(tanding , ifany be fo poore that 
they are not able to live oftheir ownein priſon, the King 
alloweth them a certainty for their daily diet, thatis toſay, 
halfe ariall of Plate,which is as much as a dutch batte,and 
is worth two ſouſe french,that is, 3.pence ſterling. Out of 
the which poore pittance is to be defrayed their Stewards 
and Laxndyes wages, and whatſoeuer other neceſſary char- 
ges grow belides, muſt bee thence alſo dedufted. More- 
Quer, of this allowance giuen _ by the King , there 
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eiy diet, 
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pees dedu- that come into eth 
Hedowt of other like vies. And this is the ſweeteſt office in all the ho- 


nd SSH nga 
ſpecially li appointed : two 
per mens hands that will be ready to CREED 
Firſt , thorow the office of Receipt (for ſo I thinke they 
tearm the Treaſmr) who is accountant for allthe reuenews 

Eſchequer, and disburſethfor ſuch and 


the priſoners}, Houſe, andtherfore not granted but to ſpeciall men, ef- 


ance. 


ially fauoured. Nextto him the Steward or Cater will 
_ another peece, who will commonly for one penny 
beſtowed, demand two to be allowed : then the Cooke that 


 dreiſeth their meate : and laſt of all the t5the which is the 


[aylers fees, which many timesalloweth the ſame vnto the 
poore priſoners of his owne beneuslence. This I haue 
deſcribed the morelargely, becauſe all theſe Officers haue 
their certaine fees out of this ſmall allowance of the king : 
which paſſing thorow ſuch limed fingersis {o fleeced, 
that it commeth not ro the priſoners, but- every of 
theſe Officers will take not onely Tole, but Tythe, ere 
it paſſe his hands, For in this Houſe both maiſter and man, 
from head to foot,are all couetous and giuen tothe ſpoile. 
Now if it happen at anie time by a ſpeciall grace of God, 
that any oftheſe aretouched with compaſſion to pitie the 
poore priſoners, and of verie almes doe relieuethem by 
any meanes, that is counted ſuch a hainous offence in this 
their holy Houſe, that it will goe neare to coſt him a 
Sy" rill the bloud follow that doth any way relieve 
Mm, 

. Asitchanced within theſe few yeares, a certaine man 
to bee appointed keeper of the Inquilitours priſon in the 
Caltle Trians at Sixill, that was not verie evill diſpo- 


ſed , for as yet hee had not learned the trickes of that - 


holy Houſe , nor well digeſted their couetous and cruell 
lawes, being otherwiſe verie courteous, and a man not 


far firicken in yeares: his name was Petro a Herrera. Who 


entreatedthe priſoners very well, and ſhewed them ſuch 
[OY gentleneſle 
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| Spariſo Inquiſitien, 
1tleneſſe and favour as hecould, yet cloſely and couert- 
Y. becauſe he knew the Inquilitaurs in that poynt well - 
enough , how much they were enclined to tyranny. It 
happened in his time ( as oftentimes it doth when a num- 
ber areapprehended at once)that among other priſoners,a 
certaine honeſt Matron was commited to his ward , with 
two of her ownedaughters:which being pur into ſeuerall 
priſons,hada great longing to ſee one another, andeach 
to comfort the other in their gdiſtrefſes. Whereupon they 
beſoughttheir keeper to ſufftwighers zo come together, 
ifit were but onely for a quarter of arrhowre,or the ſpace 
that each might but imbrace other. The keeper being of a 
ood nature, was content they ſhould ſo do, and ſuffered 
em to be _— by the ſpace of halfe an houre:& after 
they had a little ſhewed their affeftions, and done their 
duety each to other , the daughters to their mother, and 
ſheetothem again, hee brought euery one to her owne 
priſon where ſhee was before. Within a few dayes after, 
the keeper ſeeing. the ſame perſons.in molt terrible tor- 
ments, and fearing leſt the very extremity thereof would 
driuethem to confeſle that little curteſie & fauour which 
heeſhewed them, in ſuffering them to meete and calke 
together but onely for halfe an houres ſpace , went tothe 
holy Houſe , confeſſed his fa, and prayed pardon'there- 
fore, ſuppoſing like a foole by his owne confeffion to 
haue eſcaped the penaltiethereof, But the Inquilitors (to 
whom it is incident to abhorre all kind of humanity) 
deemed itſo haynous an offence, that they commanded 
him forthwith to be haled into priſon : wherein 5*partly 
by meanes of the great extremitie that was fhewed vato 
him, and partly of very thought and a certaine conceite 
that hee tooke thereupon, being therewithall ſomwhat 
melancholike, fell belide himſelfe : and yet his infirmity 
and madnes notwithſtanding , they releaſed him no iote 
of his puniſhment, Bur after that hee had beene kepta 
whole yeare in a vile priſon, they brought him vpon their 
L2  triumphing 
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tfiumphing ſage;haning a Sewbexit on his back, and ar 
_— ur like a fellon, and there gaue ſentence van 
him ficſtto be whipped aboutthe city: in the high ſtreeres, 
andto haue two hundred ſtripes beftowed on him , and 
and afterwards to ferue in a Gallie as a ſlave, for (ix yeares, 
Fhre next day following,as he was brought from'the Ca- 
{Ue Trina with theiraccultomed folemairy, to bee fcour- 
ged, one of his madde firs that was wont to take him each 
other howre,came.atthe ſametime vpon him very pitiful- 
ly, ſo that 1n caltiagghim{fof from the Aſſes back wher- 
on he was ſet in#detpight, hee fellvpon the Algwazs/, and. 
doubtletle hadlaine him with 2 ſword which he ſnatched 
out ofhis haad,if the people that gathered about him,had 
notſ{uddainly laid hands on him, and ſet him vpon the 
Aſc againe, binding him ſomewhat ſurer,to- the intent 
that he might receiue the relt of his payment, And after 
he had received his two hundred ſtripes, the Inquiſitours 
commanded, that forhis euill viage. & behavior ſhewed 
towards the A/gnazilzhe ſhould continue inthe galy foure 

eares moe ouer and:aboue the other ſix,to make vpaiult 
fefcore. So welldoe theſe good and godly Fathers re- 
ward charitie and good deeds, and courtelie with: crueltie 
and extremitie,{o that a mad man with thenymay not play 
a mad touch. | | | 

Howbeit,there was onethat was this mans predeceſſor 
calied Gaſper Bermaxidio, for couetouſnes & cruell dealing a 
monſter rather then a man, infomuoh that he was growne 
to ſuch agreedinetle,that hee would defraud the poore 
priſoners of part of their ſmall pittanceand allowanceybe- 
ing both cuill of itſelf for want of good cookery, & worle * 
agreatdeal by meanes ofhisfilching: of which victuals ſo 
lurched and purloined from them, hee would make good 
Marchandice,$ ſell them in Tria»a,Moreouer,ſuchallow- 
ance ofmony as ſhould haue been paid to a Laundres for 
waſhing the priſoners clothes, heeconuerted wholly into 
kisowae purſc,nothingregarding how A pri- 
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ſoners went fora while together without any ſhife,d 
thus deceiued the Inquiſtrors & the Treaſurer,who- 
allowed the keeper in his accounts for ſach& fuch mony 
paid & received to the priſoners behoof,for whoſe weekly 
expenſesit was appointed. And herein mark,l befeech you, 
thenotable negligence & lippery dealing of both parties 3 
Firſi,the winking cf the Inquilitours arthe keepers beha- 
viour :and ſecondly , the:keepers.vniult oppreſſion of the 
poor priſoners. But to ſay therruth, it is no very hard mat- 
ter tadecciuethem that wilneuertakepainesto boult out 
2truth.Forifany of the priſoners receining never ſo much 
iniury atthe keepers hand,had complainedat any time, or 
grudged any thing atall, the cruellryrane' would findethe 
means ta be even with them - for hewould take &remoue 
him from the place that he-was! in before; and thruſthime 
into ſome deep dungeon which they cal ſazorra,& there 
would keepe him alane for two or three daics,giving him 
not ſo much as alittle ſtraw to lieypon-: &as for his diet » 
neyther ſhouldir be wholſome, nor yet ſufficient to hold 
life and ſoulcogether, but like to kill himzor ar the lealtto 
breed ſomeextream ſickneſle:allthewhich ſhould be done 
without commiſſion or warrant from the Inquiſitors, and 
yet would he very craftily and maliciouſly beare the pri- 
ſoneriv hand,that he did it wholly by rhe foquilicon ws 
ciall commandement, Now ifany that had beene {6 iniu- 
rioully dealt withall, meaning to make complaint thereof 
to the Inquiſitours, ſhould deſire him to pray a day of hee- 
ring (as none may ſolicitethat matter ſaue onely the kee- 
per) thecraftie knaue ſuſpeQing that hereby hee ſhould 
make aroddefor his ownetaile , would beare the priſo- 
ner in hand hee had ſo done, and therewithall tell himyit 
would notbeegranted atthattime; and thus with fuch 
forged anſwers would keepe the poore priſoner in that 
deep dungeon twelue or fifreene daies, till hee thought 
his anger were ſomewhat aſſwaged, and his courage ch 
rowly cooledand then at toakagta would ——_ 
*T 3 nce. 


th, "7 - "IT _—— > 
as + = = » - o 
. 57 


73 - Adiſernyef the | 

thenceto his old againe, making the poor man be- 
lecue,that he had cauſe tothank him for itwhich ofmeer 
compallion and pittie that he took vpon him , trauayled 
to the Inquiſitours, and became an earneſt ſuter to them 
to get him releaſed. In ſumme,ſuch filching he vſed , and 
ſuch extremitie hee ſhewed towards the priſoners, that di- 
uers men of very good credit and eſtimation with the In- 
quiſitours , did. make complaints thereof, Whereupon 
he was committed to priſon, and being found guiltie of 
divers kindes of treacheriesy yet notwithſtanding in g- 
uing ſentence him, he found the Inquiſitours his 
good Lordsand maiſters, who: knew ful} well that 
he had beene afull fureſtake to their holy Houſe , anda 
trullie ſeruitour :#o that his iudgement was ealie enoughy. 
nothing like as was giuen vpon theother his ſucceſſour, 
that only ſuffered the mother & her daughters to meet 6 
talk together for the ſpace but of one hower . albeit 
for his owne miſdeedes well knowen and | 0090-4 mg 
he deſerued to be dealt withallin as euill ſort altogether, - 
pany" yr wee IT Ws to 
. proceed. His iudgement in the end was this: to vp- 
on the ſcaffold holding a wax taper in his hand, and after- 
""_ _ _ — _— five yeares, A _— + 1g 
the wholytoconfiſcate other mes goods,t id on- 
-ly putthis manto his fine of forfaicing the fee due tohim 
. by reaſon ofhis office;thatſhould hauebin paid vnto him 
by the holy Houſe :and this was done rather to ſatisfie his 
accuſers,then for any = zeal of puniſhing ſuch offences 

doneby their holy Otticers. | | 
The very ſame man had a maid-ſeruant in his houſe 
while he was in office there, who pitrying the miſerable e- 
ſtate thatthe poore priſoners were in, pined and hunger-. 
- Rarued by meanes of that wicked Tew her Maiſter (for ſhe 
-herlelfe red the Goſpel) did divers times ſpeake vn- 
co themat the grate, comforting & exhorting them ſo wel 
. 8 ſhe could, to arme theraſelues with pacience,1 _ did 


dry 
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ſundry times put vnderthe dore ſome & wholefom 
meares for their weake and feeble d lefle 


c in deedes, then ſhee had before vrtered in words. 
Whole zeale(no doubt)was ſo much the more meruailous, 
that wanting of her owntg part withal to Chriſts aflited 
members , ſhee would priuily conuey from her Maiſter 
ſome of the meate which hee had lurched from the priſo- 
ners of their due allowance,and fo reſtore vnto them their 
owne, And to giue vs the more cauſe to wonder at'-the 
miraculous prouidence of God, which of euillſeede ſen- 
deth not alwaies the worſt corne, bur ſomtimes the bef}, 
this maiden had a little damoſellher maifters own —_— 
ter to help her in theſe her conueiances: Moreoverby th 
maydens meanes the priſoners came to vnderſtand one of 
anothers eſtate, and to know in what caſe euery of their 
afflicted brethrep was t the whichthing was both a fingu--- 
lar comfort to themſelues , anda all furtherance to 
their affaires. Atthe length, this alſo camero the Triquilt - 
tours cares: whoy-after that they had kepr/herii# a 
whole yeare, and there made her 'partaker of the like - 
hardnes that the other priſoners were inzcauſed her to bee. 
brought out vpon the day of their triumph,and ſet vpon 
the ſcaffold, where they gaue ſentence 'vpon her, to weare 
the Sanbenicgand to bee whipped abour the town with . 
like infarny and extremity as had beene. vied to' other be- 
fore, with two hundred ſtripes : the which was wholly 
the next day following. Beſides this, - they did 
alſo baniſh herthe cittie and the fuburbes for tenne yeates 
with this writting on her head, A fawonrer and aider of heye- 
tikes, Another thing alſothat ſo ſore incenſed the Ingqui- 
ſitours againſt her, was this :forthatit Was confeſſed vnto 
themvypon examination of others, that ſhee had diſcloſed - 
vnto divers citizens , after what ſort the priſoners were 
entreated atthe Inquiſitours hands, aſwell in their diet as 
otherwiſe, The which examplebeing compared with the 
former concerning the fact ofher maſter, and the puniſh - 
: ments 
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_donefor twoſpecialtc 


ments that each, of them, had therefore, is euidence en- 


oughto ſhew what indifferency ghey. vio io puniſhingma- 

urs, Bucto my oof irs: | 
The prifoners Ita athing that hath neuer beene ſeen nor heard of be- 
. _ fore theirtime; that either the moſt gallisſlaue, or he that 


endured the worlt kind of boridage that eyer was deviſed 
by man, ſhould beereſtrained and forbidden the ſolace of 
ſang,to recreate himſelfe withallin the middelttof his ſor- 
rowfuldum 
penliue and heauic heart with ſome kind of lightning, But 
this holy Houſe palling & exceeding all thetyrannies that 
ever haue beenepractiled by or vpon any, | tho 
poore wretches of this ſmall ſolace in their greatelt miſe, 
ries and extremities, . For if any of thepriſoners begin to 
fing any Pſalme,to the intent to caſe his preſent griefe 
ſomwhat, or do recite any text of ſcripcure, - more that 
the fayingor linging thereof doth eaſeche lilly foulp, the 
greatermatterdo the Inquilitors & their officers make of 
it, takiggitco bea great hinderanceto their affaires if the 
priſoners bear any.timelight harted,becauſetheir purpoſe 


: 


is to e them in perpetuall ſlauery and thraldome, 
NIE any one goog day inallcheir lives, Ther- 
fore ſo ſaone as they heare any af the priſoners to ling or 
ſay oughtaloud,. by and by is there alimme or two ofthe 
Diuell, that is tofay,one Notary or other, with the keeper 
ofthe priſon to command. them lilence, and to charge 


 themiathe Inquilitours names to makeno.countenauce 


ofmirth vpon paine of Excommunicatiosn, Which if hee 
ſeeme to contemane and make light of, orelſe to laugh at 
(as indeede it is po better worthy ) hee ſhall have abit on 
on his tong, and be tayght his obedience, will henill be, 
and thenc 
the Inquiſitours authority , and.ſhall not bee ſuffered to 


ſpeake butin avery low note, whereaf they chemſclues 
will t him the tune, and Sol-fa it before him, This is 


ons. The one to bereaue 
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,to drive away fantaſies , and to relicue his 


th be takenfor a rebell and a contemner of © 
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the poor ſoules of all kind of ſolace (as I ſaid before) : the 
other, for that the craftie old Syres learn by dayly experi- 
ence, that ſuch ſinging of Pſalmes or other ſongs made out 
of the Scripture, is a maruailous comfort vntothem, and a 
great incouragingand hartening to otherstheir weak bre- 
thren that lie a great diſtance from them in other priſons. 
Thereis alſo another cauſe why they enioin them lilence , 
for that by ſong or loud ſpeaking they might one know 
of another. Therefore it happeneth many times, that a 
man and his friend, the father and the ſonne, the husband 
and the wife , ſhall be all within one priſon-houſe,by the 
ſpace oftwo or three yeares together, and neither of them 
know of the others being there , till che time come that 
they ſee one anotheratthe great Doom-day vpon the ſcafs 
fold. And vpon this conlideratien eſpecially,this is wont 
to be one of their common queltions in every day ofhea- 
ring : Whether the priſoners ofſeuerall priſons hauecon- 
ferred or -communed together, orthe one know of the o« 
thers being there : and if they find itto be ſo,ftraight vpon 
ir, they ſhift priſons, and examine them vpon another in- 
terrogatoryto beat one thing out of another , if they haue 
had any maner of conference, or what counſell each of 
them gaue to the other. 

Andthis is the whole order of the priſoners diet :ſo thar 
ſuch as goe not to the ſtake, for the moſt part perifh there, 
eyther ofthegreat filth & ſtench of the priſon z orif they 
bee dcliuered thence, dye ſhortly after of the french dif: 
eaſe , growing vpon them by reaſon of their corrupt and 
naughtie diet : either ele of abundanceof Melancholy,be- 
come altered intheir wits,'or at the leaſt have ſuch queſie 
bodies diſpoſed to theſe or to ſome other greater maladies, 
that they conſume away by little and little, leading a farre 
more miſerable life , chan were any death that they could 
dye. For proofe whereof, out of a number of examples, 
that might be —_ only out ofthe Inquiſition at S141 
wil-chuſe one worthy to be reported inal Chronicles for a 

M ſpeciall 


$2 A diſcouery of the 
ſpeciall example of their barbarous dealings. 

Not many yeares agoe,there arrived a certaine Engliſh 
ſhip into the port S. Lucars, whichthe Familiars going a- | 
boord vpon, to make ſearch for Religion,as their manner 
is todoc before any man oftthem may be ſuffered to come 
on land, they tookeand carryed with them to priſon di- 
uers Engliſhmen that were in her, vpon ſuſpicion which 
they had on them to be profeſſors of the Goſpell, by cer- 
taine tokens and likelihoods which they eſpyed inthem, 
and knew them by, In the ſame ſhip there was alſo a lictle 
boy not paſſing tenneor twelue yeares of age, ſonneto a 
very rich Marchant of England, that was owner (as they 
ſaid) both of the ſhip, and the moſt part of her lading. A« 
mong other they tooke alſo this yong child (as they pre- 
tended)for hauing in his hands Dasds Plalmes in Engliſh, 
But whoſo doth indifferently vnderſtand of their coue- 
touſnelle and naughty praQtices, may wellthinke without 
any offence to the holy Inquiſition , that the Fathers 
wealth was the occalion,both of the childs impriſonmear, 
and of the other miſery that did befall him afterward, 
Wherupon;they made Sequeitration of the ſhip and goods, 
and carryed thechild to priſon with the reſt of his com- 
pany, whereheaboad by the ſpace of 6. or 8. moneths, 
T h1s child was ſo well brought vp by his parents in vertue 
and good diſcipline, and the ſame tookeſo deepe root in 
him. being dewed with thegrace of God, that notwith- 
ſanding his tender age and hard impriſonment, he ceaſed 
not (till to giue moſt euident tokens of the ſame his good 
and godly education: inſomuch that many and ſundry 
times, bur ſpecially cuery morning and cuening , hee did 
accultomably vſe to lift vp hiseyes to heaven, and to call 
vpon God,from whence he was taught tolooke and hope 
for all helpe and ſuccour. And as his keeper eſpyed him 
now and then making his prayers in that fort, whereas he 
ought to haue beene aſhamed of himſelfe and of his paga- 
niſme, to ſeein ſo tender age ſuch a patterne of piety = 
gona 
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odlines before his facezin ſtead thereof,ſo ſoone as he be.. 

eld him lifting vp his eyes co tieauen,ſaying ſome Pialm 
or other prayers in Engliſh, Now ſurely ( faith he)this boy - 
is become a pretty heretick already. Afrer the child had 
continued the foreſaid ſpace in that darke dungeon (being 
tenderly brought vp tofore in his fathers houſe) by reaſon 
the moilture & dampe of the priſon,8 ot his corrupt diet, 
he fell into an extreame licknes, Whereof as ſoone as the 
Inquilitors had intelligence,they gaue commanderygent to 
remoue him thence,and to carie him to the Cardinals 
hoſpitalltill hee were recouered.. This hoſpitall is a houſe 
thac ſerueth far ſuch as fall extremely licke within any of 


tall {6 tbe 
Priſoners in 


the priſons belbnging co the Inquilition. Howbeit they 144 14,4, 
are notdealt withall there in any thing more gently then tix. 


they were before in their priſons , ſauing onely that they 
haue phyſick, which is allowed them verie liberally by che 
Hoſpitall , and may tender their bodies ſomwhat more 
charily for their healthes ſake. Neither may any man bee 
ſuffered to reſort to the patient, but his phyſitian and 
the ſeruants ofthe Hoſpitall. But ſo: ſoone as the patient 
beginneth to bee on the mending hand, though hee bee 
not altogether ſound, and perfeAtly whole, heis carried 
thither from whence he came. Marry this child being by 
reaſon of a great licknes which he caught in this long and 
painefull impriſonment, removed into this Hoſpitall , be- 
came benummedin his legs, neither can any mantellany 
certainty what became of him afterward, Let every*man 
weigh now with himſelfe & conſider, whether it befeeme 
theſe good fathers ſo rudely to deale with a child and a 
ſtriger,or ifthere be found any ſuch vnrzaſonable kind of 
dealing among the wild Scythians : to ouerpalle the great 
ſpoile of the ſhip and her Marchandiſewith ſilence. 

At the ſame verie time welnigh there was a certaine 
Turketaken andcarried tothe ſame priſon, who had vo- 
luntarily forſaken and abiured the Mahometical impictiey 
and was newly comefrom Marrock , the chiefe Cittie _ 
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head of the realm of Afavritevia, into that part of Spaine 
that lyeth direRly ouer againſt it, diuided by Midland fea. 
Bur ſauouring as yet of that venemous licour, wherewith 
he was poiſoned in his cradle, and fed withall from his in- 
fancy (for as yet he had not takeout any oneleffon of Chri- 
ſtianitie for want of a teacher) and finding moe faults and 
worſe enormities among the Chriftians, than hee had left 


behinde him among his countreymen the Mores, ſuppo- 
ſing himſelfe to bee in good. ſaferie there, and therefore 


more careleiſe, happened to ſay on a time, that the Moriſh” 


law (meaning their religion) was farre better than. the 
Chriſtians : forthe which ſaying hee fell into the Inquiſi- 
tours hands ; whotothe end that they might bring him 
into a better mind, ſchooled and carechiſed him in ſuch 
ſort, that he confeſled in priſon plainly, that from the' firlt 
»day of his Chriſtendom it neuer repented him that he was 
becomea Chriltian,tillhe came within the Inquiſitours iu- 
riſdiftion, where it grieued himto ſee force and violence, 
wrongs, iniuries,and tyrannie of. all ſorts, .cxecuted. with 
-extremitie. 
CHAP. XI. 
The priſoners viſitation. 
EF hath: beenea cuſtome generally receiued .in all'pla« 
which haue ſought ro bee renowned by (itting in 
theftkre of luſticeand equitie vprightly and-indifferently, 
that certaine times ſhould ſpecially bee appointed for the 
vilitation of priſons,to the intent that the keepers ſhould 
not opprefle their priſoners, but that ſuch iniuries as 
eyther they had alreadie , or thereafter might receiue, 
ſhould beeredreſled, and prevented, by the ouerlight of 
the chiefe rulers and judges, ſo oft as neede were. A thing 
which both conſcience craueth, and the law of nature, & 
all policie and good government : laſt of all, God by. his 
word commandeth, wherein the caſe and poorecſtatc of 
ſuch aslyein bonds,is commended vnto vs, and, giuen vs 
ſpecially in.charge to be conſidered. Wherefore, to reli(t 
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a number of wrongs (beſides other that come not to our 
cares) whichthe report wasthatthe holy Houſe had done. 
to their priſoners, where there was no good to be done a-- 
ny way but one(T mean —_ viſitation of priſon-houſes) 
markel beſeech you the Inquiſitours, & conlider ye what: 
bypocrits they are: whichin reſpeR of their holy houſe & 
Conliftorie, with their glorious titles, and the very name 
of Sanitity,wherin they | —_ to excel all other prophane 
and temporall Courts, ſhould hauebia by all reaſon more 
bountifull and gentle, morefull of comfort and charity , 
and in withſtanding iniuries, molt iuſtand vpright, care- 
fully prouiding for the neceſlities of the poore afflicted, 
and duely puniſhing ſuch as had wronged them any was 
eyther by couetous or. cruell dealing : yer nenks. 
farre from doing their dueties herein, that it ſeemeth ra- 
ther their viſitation was deuiſed of purpoſe to a clean con» 
trary end : in ſo much that thedayes when they keep their 
vilitations,may be more worthily termed dayes of Doom 
to thepoore priſoners, than be thought meanes of eaſe or 
reliefe oftheir miſeries ; as it appeareth molt euidenely by 
their commortinaner of dealing, on ſuch dayes appointed 
for the viſitation, Whereof wee purpoſe here to makere- 
hearſall, | 

The viſitation. of priſons is commonly once or twice 
euery moneth kept by the«Inquilitors, a Notary y and the 
Keeper, & for the moſt part vpon. the Sunday or ſome 0+ 
ther feſtiuall day , The maner of it.is on this wiſe, At the 
very firſt entrance into the priſon, the Jnquilitor demand+ 


eth ofhe priſoners theſe queſtions : How it is with them; The maner 
what they want : whether their Keeper giue them ang. e- 9 ther vi 
villlanguage, or threaten them, or. vſe any words. of *©'*** 


deſpight or reproach towards them : if he giue them their 
ful allowance in their diet duly and truly,orprouide them 
ſhifrof ſhirtes, with ſuch words, For in very deede there 
isno hope of one drop of comfortat their hands for all 


this buſineſſe: but are onely _ and queſtions of com- 


3 mon. 
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mon courſe, &ſpeciall articles preſcribed vnto them to in- 
quire vpon, whereunto 4 neither adde any more in 
words, nor performe ſo much in deeds. As z if the priſo- 
/ ner behalfe naked, or want acouch to reft him on , and 
ſhould pray that his neceſliry may beconlidered & proui- 
ded w—_ \ ſhape him ſuch an anſwer as ſerueth the both 
for winter & ſimer, And their anſwerin ſummer is thus,in 
very mild & fatherly terms : Well(fay they)now the wea- 
ther is warm,you may live full well withouteither clothes 
or couch. And for winter inthis ſort:True it is,it hath bin 
a great froſt of late, but now that it thaweth, and the cold 
iscomedowne and reſolued into ſnow and raine, ſo that 
the ayre is open and cleared; you ſhall haue a more ſeaſo- 
nable time. Care you for the garments wherewithall you 
ſhould cloth your ſoule, which Rtandeth in vttering the 
truth, and —— your conſcience before this Hol 
Houſe :for this ſhould be your ſpeciall care, And hereis all 
the proviſion which they make for them, for all their que- 
ſtioning atthe firſt; and fo departing as they came, their 
viſitation in the end turneth but to a ielt fo that, if their 
vilitations were dayly, ye ſee all the comfort that the priſo- 
ners ſhould haue at theſe holy Fathers hands. Yet notwith- 
handing true it is, that ſome ſuch whom they owe ſpeciall 
fauour vat, receiue ſome curtelie at their hands, and ecalie 
it is to iudge who they bethat find it, where coucteouſnes 
and cruelty keep their Courr. 

Likewiſe if any of the priſoners,either learned or vnlear- 
ned,defireto haue ſome good book,or the holy bible per- 
mitted them to read,to the intent to paſs that troubleſome 
and caretull time away to ſome profit, they ſhift him off 
with the like anſwer for a book, as they vſc before to him 
that was naked and without garments, For the Inquili- 
tour will anſwer hinvlike a graue counſeller, That the true 
booke is, to ſpeake the truth, and to diſcharge his conſci- 
ence in that holy Court, and that hee ought to bee 
occupied in that booke,that by recounting and A 
 CNETC« 
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thereof, hee might lay open his wounds and ſoarcs to 
their Lordſhips,that were molt readie to giue him a: plai- 
ſter : and this ( ſay they ) is the true booke; &c. But if the 
priſoner be carneltand importunate in crauing the ſame, 
either at that or the nexc vilitation z heeſhall be taught to 
hold his peace,and to be anſwered with reaſon, Forif hee 
be ſo bold to aske what liketh him, they will bee ſo good 
asto deny whar liketh not them. To. bee ſhort, they ſeere 
cobe wholly bent vpon thisthing of purpoſe, diligentlyro 
{eevntoit, that the priſoner haue nothing to looke or 
think vp, butonly his preſent eſtare in miſery,that the grief 
thereof grating vpon him, may force him the rather to ſa- 
tisfie their requelts as much as may be. Howbeit, it the 
priſoner haue any friends or kinstolke that a:e able ro re- 
lieue his miſery by any meanes, perhaps they willſend the 
Inquilitour ſome prettie preſent or other, to obtaine his 
fauour & good wili,that their kinſeman may be ſomwhat 
more fauourably entreated. Now, all the hardaetle of this 
matterrelteth on this point, to get the Inquilitour to 
take it, But for any ach vnder-ofhcersit is an eaſie mat- 
ter to bribethem,ſo it be done privily or by night:for ſuch 
fellows will ſoon be corrupted. Marrie their mailters make 
it fomwhat more daintieand ſtrange : yeairt were athing 
impoſſible, if a man would take their firlt nay.* Which 
commonly is after this ſort ; that this holy Court is a 
Court incorrupt, that can away with bribes in no caſe,& c. 
Bur (ith their anſwers are but from the teeth outward, all 
this adoo in exculing themſelues,and refuling the proffer, 
is a plaine token that they would bee content to haue it 
with all their hearts, Thereforeis the Jaquiſitour for the 
moſt part neuer without ſome of his brethren or liſters 
children about him, or ſore one ſeruantto whom hee 
ſheweth ſpeciall tauour and good will : the which ſeruant 
mult be tendered and regarded as much as himſelfe. Then 
is there alſo another wayter that ſtanding by, and ſeeing 
this greatadoo betwixt the Inquilitour and the other par» 
ty» 
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ty,the one proffcring, and the other refuſing as faſt, when 
the party beginneth to relenr, ſhall come vnto him imme. 
diatly, and teach him atrick howto obtain his purpoſe;& 
entringtalk with him without any maner of occaſion, wil 
point him to one with his finger, and ſay, Sir, ſee ye yon- 
der. the young gentleman that ſtandeth at my Lords el- 
bew? He is my Lords Nephue. Now is there none ſo very 
an Aſſe, that hauing made ſo much adoo in tempting the 
Inquiſitour , but hee may ealily perceiuethat there is one 
ready to hold the poke,and toreceiue hisproffer, though 
the other refuſed it. And fo by this meanes atthe length 
the poore priſoners get ſomewhat releaſed, Whereby it is 
t,whilt ſpirit this holy Houſe is gouerned by,when 
couetouſnelle is able more to preuail with them co further 
adeed of charity,than charity for her owne ſake could c- 
wer hauc gotten or obtained at their hands, 
Sin, Cn - XlT, /th 

The aft contayning t lication of the Sentences. 
hm amlogh can the laſt AR ofthe Tragedy, wet 
isthe very winding vp of allthatis to be done in this 
Court,Wherein both parties are pleaſed,& haue their 
. The Inquiſitours in obtayning their prey : the pri- 
ſoners ſeeing the terrible and continuall torments,the ſub- 
cilifdeighrs and practices of the Inquiſitours, with their ex- 
uid cooling, growtoanend, For then doe 
heare their finall iudgements after their matters haue 
beentofſedto and fro many yeares in open Court,and in 
ſo greatan audience and aſlembly,as there hath not been 
ſeen a greater, nonotat Olimpms it ſelf, This AR of Faith 


they commonly called Asto. And ſurely good cauſe why. . 


Forthen isthe priſoners faith tried tothe vttermolt, ad 
ſheweth ic ſelfe what it is, eicher by denying and abiuri 


Gods truth in open and ſolemne audience,or el{cby [tang . 
ing (toutly and manfullytherein, in like ſolemnity of ſhew* 


and view ofallthe , thronging together . 
.Letthe ng derive the ordand deans 
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| Spanifh Tnquiſition. 39 
of it as they pleafe : we doo conſtruc itthus , as ina fence: 
molt agreeable to Gods judgemenr. 

' This a& hath many idle devices, or to fpeake more 
= , this Paſcall of Gods people Pe/zh : that is to fay, 
this paſſage out of Egypt to the land of promiſe , I meane- 
from the world to God, hath his Exer, his preparation, /oſc 
x3, Forafew _ before this feaſt, the Inquilitours vſe 
tocall intothe Court ſeuerally one after other , all ſuch 
perſons whoſe goods are confiſcate:examining them what 
lands or goods they haue , and where they lie , charging 
them earneſtly that they conceale not one iot; declarin 
vnto them further , that if afterward it can be prouedthat 
they haue kept any thing back-, both fellonIT# ſhall be laid 
to their charge, and they alſo in whoſe hands it is found: 
fhall pay for it moſta{furedly. Aﬀer they haue confeſſed 
the whotetruth of all their other goods and ſubltance ,be- 
ſlides ſuch as were taken and tound in their owne houſe = 


at the firſt time of their apprehenſion, and ſo ſequeſired;z 


andthart all beeſtreited into the accomptes of the-Eſchec- 
quer , they returne euery one to his own priſon againez 
beingaſlured to loſe all their goods, howſoeuer they 
eſcape with their lives. | 

But the right Ewen is the daie next and immedi- 
hr going before the feſtiual] day, For then towards 
night they cauſe all the men to bee brought together 
into a large prifon heuſe, ſuch as are appoynted 
to bee brought forth the next morrow to doo di- 
uers kindes of penance before al the-people, accor- 
ding as it is enioyned vnto them in their ſeveral 
fentences. This word penance , is a word borrowed 
and vſurped by them vpon the vſe of the old pri- 
mjtive Church , for certaine penalties and puniſh- 
ments vſurped towards offenders. Into another like priſon 
they bring all the women together likewiſe, But fuch 
23 arc iudged to death,are pat each in their ſeuzrall pri- 
| | ons 
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ſons again, about g. or 10.of the clock at night , there is 
ſent to each of them ſome __s Prieſt to cary them this 
heauie tidings, andto be their g olly father, And now 
at this laſt inftant, the man to whom God hath giuen the 
ſpirit of conſtancy and boldnes, maketh his la protella- 
tion of his faith, tothe ſhame of his Confeſſour,and con- 
fulion ofall that helliſh army. But on the other part , hee 
that hath not beene conllant tofore, nor is-at this pre- 
ſent , hath now a time to call for grace at Gods handes 


( the onely giver of all gifts and graces ) thoſe eſpeciall 


gifts of conltancy and patience. Howbeit both ſortes haue 
much to do with their ghoſtly fathers : the one in maince- 
nance of their faith now in their laſt howre and moſt dan- 
gerous time ofall : the other in hopeleſle cntreating and 
aying their pardon of life. Yet is there neither of them 
oth but in that night they are occupied on euery lide,ſu- 
taining (nodoubt ) a great temptation,both in that their 
feſk is fraile,and the diuell Nirring zand yer ſure it is, that 
the heauenly Father forgetteth not his children in chat 
howre. Yea,this night wherein his members ſuffer ſuch 
agony, may be well reſembled vnto that,which God him- 
ſelfethe head ofall, ſuffred,both for the anguiſh of the pa- 
tients, and the comfort thatcame from heauen, 

- Thenext morrow by day breake, the Familiars and all 
the relt of the officers pertaining to the Inquilition,alſem- 
ble together euery man to doe his office about this holy 
Sacrifice, and to attire ſuch priſoners as are to be brought 
out before the people every one in his aray,very curiouſly, 
in ſuch fort as was by the ſentence pronounced & preſcri- 
bed, Wherofſuch as (tood (toutly ta their tackling, & de- 
fended their profeſſion againit their deteſtable falſhoods , 
weare the Sewbexit vnto the very ſtake, which is a linnen 

of the colour of the earth,made like to a coate-ar- 
mour, andall to be painted with black diuels, over whom 
the manful ſouldiour of Chriſt triumpheth in token of vi- 


oric. 
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Qorie, On hs Gd he a hatlong like a turret,wher- 
on ispityred the image ofa man burning in the fire with 
many diuels about him, plying him with fire and fagots. 
It is much after the maner of a foughten field, as I may li- 
ken it, Forthereisthe whole skirmiſh,with the overthrow 
of his enemies, ſet fora greater glory & ſhew of conquelt 
and victory. Moreouertheir tongues arenipped and pin- 
ched witha cleft peece of wood which they call Aordazar, 
of the Latin word Mordes to bite, becaule the priſoners 
ſhould not make any proteltation before the peopleeither 
of their innocency, or of their beliefe ; hauing beſides this 
about their necks new cords made of bentes , and their 
hands falt bound behind them. Whereby he declareth(in 
mineopinion) like a good champion (though his deſerts 
in other reſpeAts be ſomewhat) yet that hee repoſerh no 
truſt or confidence in them, but in the onely and vnſpea- 
keable mercies of God, for the confefling of whoſe holy 
name heis readieto dye the moſt terrible death, & ſo will 
- appeare before the iudgement ſeate of God: whereas if 
God ſhould deale with him ſtraitly according to the letter 
andthelaw , notwithſtanding all thoſe glorious workes 
that make him ſofamous among men, hee ſhould well 
find,there were nothing remaining for him in the end, but 
chedelſtinie and mm of a villanous theefe. And on this - 
ſort come theſe conltant martyrs diſguiſed , and bearing 
theſe badges: firſtypon the ſtage,& ſo conſequently tothe 
ſtake. Likewiſe, they that by reuolting and denying the 
truth, haue brought the Fathers in ſome hope oftheirſal- 
uation, haue tudgement of death nevertheleſſe, and are a- 
rayedin like ſort, ſaue only thatin ſteede of the divuels pi 
Rures,there is the image of the crofſe,hauing their hands 
gouns in likeſfort; m 2s _ nr yore _ 
nes & izance of true faith and manly courage, ſo 
theſe ry... alſo the badges of daftardic & falſe atth. 
Andinlike ſort doe all the reft come forth, arayed a8 
the other ,and beſette with or badges more or leſſe, '- 
2 
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leak the Inquilicours to diſgrace them-in the ſight of 
e PEOPLE. b 

Bur at what time the priſoners are ready to paſſe out 
of the Ca'tle T7444 where they. were impriſoned, then 
the holy Houle atte&eth of purpoſe to ſeeme full of pitty 
and chacitie towards them in the fight of the common 
people. For after that they bee diſguilgd on this fort, and 
every men (zt in his order as he ſhall idſue forth,they 
are commanded to pauſca while , and fourth with are cer- 
Taine tables ſpread for them as they Rand, and & very plen- 
_ rifull breakfaſt in ſhew , of roſted hennes, kidde, nd ſuck 
like prepared, wherewith they would blind the common 
fort,and perſwade thew,thatthey had bin none otherwiſe 
vicdin priſon, beginning now at the laſt to make them a*« 
mends for the euill entertainment which they hed before. 
Howbet the poor ſouls are in thattaking at that timegthat 
they will doe the meat no greet harme, andtherfore thoſe 
<ut-throats the Familiars,w< yſe to gard the priſoners on 
each lide,docomonly ſnatch the meat from beforethem,& 
deuourit without either check or controlement.Asfor the 


adv 4 -preparation,ſuch is their ftatein that triumph, as never was 
ang , wb. thelike pom p in Per/ia,nor triumph in Rowe comparable 


* "pours tri= tNherunto.Firlt & formo(t geethe Children ofthe Colledge 
"raph, where the youth is brangit vp atlearning, who bork with 

b their apparel,& ſong,& aray which they are keptin by <er- 
tine Clerkes that walke vp and down by themin ſurpluſ- 
Tes,nouea pretty deuotion.Their dittie1s the letanies: the 

one part ofthe Quier anſwering another,and the foote ot 
their ſong is, Ora.pre. ils, After them goe ſuch as doe pe- 
Aance, placed us it were incertain- degrees,ſfo that ſuch: as 
Haueche caſieſt puniſhments goenext in order vnto the 
Children,and are to beediſcerned from other by theſeto- 
kens tapersin their hands valighted, ropes about their 
necks & Zarnacles ypontheirtongues, with hats of-papery 
raged eptthey put on-thoſe hats,. but. without 
QCokeslike llau «& the better or richer man, conmeth-al» 
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waieshindqoſt.Nextynto theſe goe they thatarediſgniſed 
in Sambenites,that is to ſay,a linnen garment ſhaped bke a; 


coat-armour with a red crofle ouerth wart , obſeruingthe 


ſlate and condition of euery perſon, as is {aid before, But 
ſuch zs haue bin berayed with their Orders , arepreferred 
before others, beth-for efliaation 6 place. Laſtly cometh 
inchethird-rank,thoſe chat are condemned tothe hire : of 
the wb {ort, ſo many as haue refuſed Gods truth,and beta- 
ken themſelues in ſteed thereof tolyesin hope of mercy at 
mans hand, doe well deſerue to goe before the reſtthar re- 
mained conltit to the end, whom the-Inquiliters place in 
the rereward as thefitteſt place for them eueniiatheir own 
indgements, in reſpe&t oftheir vertue and faith. Alſo on 
cach hand of euery priſoner,there goeth a Familiar all ar- 


med to gard him,and belides themewo Monks or Theati® The/z be the 
»; (as they term them) atrending on euery one that is rea» 1e/#ites 


dy to fuffer,to perſwadethem tooth & naile, notto cleaue 
vnto that.doArine now at their departure out of this 
world,wherin they haue bin trained and taught hicherto. 
Whickwicked importunity is-asgreat a grief in my ficy to 
himchat conſtantly hath perſeuered hitherto , asany tor- 
ment that hee hath endured. Immediately after the pri- 
ſoners,doe follow in order.as the maner is in all folemni- 


ties,firſtche whole ſtare of the City,which conliſteth vpon 


Alpwuaziles, Conſtables , Gonernours of the 24, Wards , ' the 
Jzages of everie Court , the Regent or Viceroy and Afli- 
ſtant, and afterthem a great troupe of noble gentlemen on 
Horſeback : next vnto them-che State eccleliaſticall. In the 
firſt cank.the Clerks, Vicars and Curats: in the ſecond the 


awhole' Chapiter of the Cathedrall Church-commonly 


called Cab, Eccleſie maioris : In the third place the 
Abbots and Priors with their Couentes :-and-Jaſt of 
all, after. :I| theſe followeth the holy Houſe., which 
triumphethindeede , and is in iolly ſtate that day, . Be» 


fore whonsy as they pafſe, there is a way made in re- 


{pcRof their hongurs,and'a compalle kept, whereio the - 
| N 3 Fiſcal. 
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A difeanery of the 
Fiſcal, one that takethgo ſmall paines inthe holy Houſes 
behalfe rowards rw, mg this victory, having a 
flagge of red damaske diſplaied in warlick taſhion (for all 
the world) occu _ the place of the Standard+bearer, 

The flag is of turky worke, full of much good work- 
manſhip , and hath on the one (ide the Popes armes that 
firft granted the charter of the Inquiſition , and on the o- 
ther the image of King Ferdinando that firſt admitted it, 
all verie ſumptuouſly embrodered with filke and _ 
and in the top of the Standard is fixed a rich crolle of (il- 
uer and gilt with the crucifixe, whichthe people make 
after more ſuperſtitioully a great deale, than they doe af- 
ter anie other croſle, onely becauſeit is the crotle pertai- 
ning to the holy Inguifitioy, Laſt of all, come the Fathers 
themſelues a verie ſoft ſer pace for grauity ſake, trium- 
phantly as chiefe Emperours of that conqueſt, Hard at 
their heeles follow the Familiars and Promoters belong- 
ing tothe holy Houſe, all on horſeback,as the maner was 
inthe triumphes at Rome for every Captaine conquerour 
to haue his ſouldiers hard at his elbow. After the which, 
come thecommon people hand ouer head with a won- 
derfull - With this pomp they paſſe from Trien 
where the Inquiſitours priſon is,to acertain ſcaffold made 
of wood, and reared vpa = heightin the middeſt of 
the high ſtreet and chiete ofall the citie,for the Penicenti- 
.- aries roſtand ypon in view of all the people, there to hear 
the ſentence pronounced vpon them, Being come vpon 
the ſcaffold, Jah them to ſit dowhe, man and 
womaenin the ſame order that he or ſhecame in. Right 
ouer againſt che which, thereis alſo another ſtage ſet vp of 
like quantitie, wherein isereRted a ſtately kinde of Conſi- 
flory for the Inquiſitours, where they lit in their maieſtic 
like gods with all their traine about them that followed 
them chither 


Here ir would not be impertiner(as I iudye)to diſcourſe 


8 little in comparing the Triumph of our aducrſarics with Fe 
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the publicke Penance vſed in the primitive Church, and 
ſer out by theſe godly Biſhopsand Paſtours in thoſe daies, - wwwagg 
wherein was nothing but meere Godlinefſe ſought, with . Grow ed 
a feruent and vnfained zeale of the amendment and falua- : the pri. 
tion ofthe repentants : into the which neuer anie entred mitive 
bur hee departed thence to his great comfort,though with ©%rc6. 
ſome ſhame. And his ſhame was for his oftence, but the 
eaſc of his griefe ; and the plaiſter which the Paftours and 
Preachers applied to his ruptures, was the perfeR Plailter 
and true Sanatiue,that healed his wounded and corrupt 
conſcience. Neyther was it their maner that preſcribed 
the penance, to triumph on that day , or to ſend for their 
brauelt ſutes out oftheir wardrobes,to goe and fſhew them. 
ſelues abroad-in in token of ioy and viRtorie ; but came 
themſcluesin mourning weede, and fo likewiſe did the 
whole congregation , declaring by that outward ſhew 
of ſorrow, that their hearts were touched inwardly with 
thefall and infirmities of their brethren, Inſomuch that 
manie times the Ce1ſors themſelues haue been ſeen to ſhed 
moe teares than hauethe Penitentiaries , vafainedly for- 
rowing the ſhame which the other ſuſtained (as right and. 
reaſon was) for their miſdeeds, Neither was any of them 1 
put to any kind of death one or other,or ſo ſmartly ſcour- x, 
ged, rn meanes of the ſtripes pearcing ſo deepy a man 
might have ſcene the bare bone , nor the vtter ſh{me & 
diſcredite both of themſelues and their whole poltefitie 
ſought hereby : but whatſocuer was done, it was referred to 
this end,that they might recouer the good name again a« - 
mong the congregation, w® they had lolt before by their 
miſdeameanor, As for any of the Preachers or Minilters, 
none ofthem had any allowance or fees from the Eſchec- 
quer, or any one fleece or locke of wool from the backes - 
of anyof his ftocke, neyther was any thing foundin their 
houſes that came by ſpoile ofthe poore.Ezechiel 34. Efe 3. 
Woe be to youjhe ,&c.Againſt the which albcir - 


be good cauſeto complain and cry out preſently pet may. 
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here perhaps be forme oportunitie elfwhere to doit 
My meaning in ti placeis, onely to make a plat without 
any order or faſhion, that ſuch as have any ſenſe at all left 
withinthem in this vniuerſzll eime of ignorance and do- 
tage, may beginne to weigh-and conſider what difference 
there is betwixttheſe triumphes ſet out with ſuch prepara- 
tion and jollitie,andthe publick penance vicd in the Pri- 
mitiue Church,which the holie Houſe braggeth ſo much 
that they retaine till this day. 

Thus, when euery man hathtaken his place in order, 
one beginneth a Sermon, which is purpoſely deuiſed 
much in commendation of the holy Houſe, and the con- 
futatis of fuch herelies as they are preſencly about to pro- 
ſecure, But the greateſt part of it is fpent in ſhamefull and 
flanderous CI wherewith they charge the good 
chriſtians, adding one trouble and priefe in the neck 
of another. Which if they ſeeme to take in good part, 
ſeeing themſtluesſer there as wondering ſtocks toall the 
" world,and marks for them to ſhoot alltheir diuelifh darts 
offhamefull and reproachfull ſlanders at, cither it is be- 
cauſe they beare them off with the ſure buckler of faith: or 
elſe by reaſon that they haue been acquainted therewith, 
and their hearts hardned with fuch continuall exerciſe, 
likeſenceleſſe men they feel now notouch of them. When 
the fermon is finiſhed, they begin to reade the ſentences * 
giuen vp6the penirentiariesin order as euery man came, 
orin place as they (it, beginning with ſuch as are to haue 
the ealieſt iudgements and puniſhments firſt, This part of 
the At isſomwhat long, & becauſe it is the chiefelt part, 
thereforefſt pequireth ſome ſpeciallcreatiſe , but hereafter 
in more conuenient place. The Sentences being thus or- 
derly al pronounced,the chiefe Commillioner for the In- 
quilrion lingeth certain ſhort praiers for the Conuerts(as 

x.callthem) which neuertheletTe muſt die alſo:the effect 
wherofs, tharGod would vouchafe to extend his mercy 
aud fauour towards them, that they may perſeuer in cons 


_ Shaniſh Inquiſition; _ 
felli ng the doArine of the Church of Rome, & die therin. 
Which don;,they begiu ro ling Miſerere the 51.Plalme-for 
the obtaihing of Gods fauour and mercy towards the Pe- 
nitentiarics; and that the diſcipline and abſolutions done 
and executed vpon them by the Fathers, may be effeuall 
& auailable vnto them totrue repentance, The ſentences 
are molt commonly theſe, Death without mercie: Whip- 
ping with extremitiezthat the parties either not atall,or elſe 
verie hardly eſcape with their liues : Condenmation to the 
gally , 6 Forfaiture of all their goods,with ſuch like penal- 
ties, wherein the good mother-church of Rome exten- 
deth her pittie and compaſlion towards her children by 
the Inquilitours as by her meanes, thinking the proofe 
and the effet of true repentance neceſſarily to con- 
(iſt therein . Now ſurely the whole world may ſee and 

perceiue ( and that not onely ſuch as have x Si of 
- her cup ) the ourageous tyrannie of ſuch Termagants 
as haue bragged and boalled of themiclues z that 
they are the true Church of Chriſt, and be occalioned 
thereby toremember themſclues,and to eſteeme of them 

as theyare. 

ThePfalme being ended, which they abuſe to their 
poſe molt impudently and abominably, in a plaine: 
mockerie ( as they doe commonly all other places © 
Scripture) the chiefe Inquilitour (ingeth a ſort of Ver- 
ficles: and the whole Quier —_— them with their 
Reſponſes , in ahigh and a loud note, ſr2yning their 
cunning and pipes to the vttermoſt. Whichdone, the 
uificour of his abſolure authoritie pronoungeth abſo- 
lutionin akind of note, wherein hee abſolaeth all ſuch 
as are come home to the church of Rome (but forſa- 
ken Chrilt ) from all their errors whereof they ſhew them» 
ſelues penitent, foraſmuch as they haue ſwerued from the 
Romiſh church, Howbeitthis abſolution mult haue none 
' other conſtruftion,than hath theRomiſh abſolution « cut- 
-þ4 tantumybut not 4 pana.thatis to ſay,from thefault only, 
| Oo not 
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not from the penalty. For they muſt forthwith, norwith- 
ſtanding this theirrecantation , abide the penalties with- 
outeither » iuſtice, or conſcience. 
After the abſolution, the Inquiſitours haue yet one o- 
ther notable deuice to vphold their kingdom withall as it 
were with anker and chaine cable, which is a manifeſt 
proofe, that they are halfe in doubt, left nor they nor 
their kingdomeſhould Jong continue, And the deuice is 
this: That allthe people gathered together at that time, 
whereof ſome cometo ſee the ſolemnity aboue 20.leagues 
off, take a ſolemne oath before themzand bind them 
thereby, —_—_— performance thereof,that they will 
live anddye in the ſeruice and obedience of the church of 
Rome, and by all meanes poſlible, to their power defend 
and maintaine it , hazarding both life and goods againſt 
any whoſdeuer ſhall goe about to overthrow it, More- 
oucr, they make them toforſweareand curſe , whatſocuer 
' Iscontrary to that whichthe church of Rome holdeth and 
affirmeth fortrue. Alſo that to their power they ſhall main- 
taine and yphold the holie Houſe , and defendallthe offi- 
cers thereof, $&cc.Im witnes-wherof,and for a further ſurety . 
ofthe matter, they take record one of another. And then 
may a man ſee the lilly common people,% thoſe of higher 
eltate and degreecrouch to the carth with great deuotion, 
and through ignorance take their oaths againſt God and 
. his anointed,raſhly & wickedly conſpiring together,cuery 
man to his power,to be a promoter and Recor farward of : 
the /»qzi/ition. Now if you talk with any. man. about the 
aboliſhing ofthis monſter of all wickednes and iniquity 
out ofthe world,though he confefle of himſelfe,and grant - 
indeede, that there is much cruelty & tyranny vſed therin: - 
hewill rell you a taleagain, of his ſolemne oath taken and | 
vow vowediin open and ſolemne audience, and what can - 
ye reply to him then?Marry(fir)thus. How that certain of 


thelewes of very blind ignorance & di& bind. 
themſclues with an oath, and RN Feta TOs FW - 
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they would neither cate nor drinketill they had lain Paw, 
AQ.23. And theſe men(fay we)ſinne thrice ſo deepely as 
they, and therefore are lefſe boundto ſeeke to ſave their 
coded wickedly taken and ſo vngodly.Firlt,for that they 
of a blind and therefore a wicked zealc, in defence ofcheir 
law, do fight againſt the Goſpell of Chriſt. Secondly, in a- 
buſling and abhominably prophaning the name of God, 
ſwearing by his holy name,with al their might& main,to 
maintaine an enill quarrell, and depreſle a better, which 
lieth not in them to do, Thirdly, whereas they ſhould in 
time reuokeand retratallchings begun ainſt God and 
| his holy word,they do (till proceed & go forward in their 
purpoſe like theſtubburne and ſtifnecked Tewes. Can any 
man comein now and auer the contrary ? But whenit 
ſhall bee moſt manifeſtly prouedthat the Inquiſitors have 

on about bulily & of purpoſe to deſtroy the kingdom of 
hriſt,as did the wicked lewes,then fhal it alſo be euident 
and G——_— ſuch as haue vowed this ſolemne oath, 
though it were of ignoranceghaue incurred all thoſe three 
ſeuerall offences, Wherefore , if they will take vp them 
ſelues, and learneto be wiſe in time , this will bee one way 
and meanes for them to recouer their ſaluation. Firſt, to 
conſider diligently what kind of quarrel the Inquiſitours 
dotakein hand to maintaine. Secondly, to weigh with 
themſelues, whether they fight vnder the Inquiſitours 
banner for Chriſt, or againſt Chriſt,and ſo let them keepe 
or breake their oath,as they ſhall thinke good , afterthe 
haue debated the matter thorowly, Now to our purpo 
againe, *, 
Afterall things thus done and finiſhed , if any there, 
bee among the Penitentiaries that deſerueto beſo ſerued,/ 
they are ſtraight-way degraded : and the Biſhop t 
miniſtred the orders to the party, plaieth that part, arraied 
allin his Pontificalibus, The ceremonies vicd about the 
attnall degradation ( 23 they terme it ) of himthat is to bee 
- executed that day , are both grand tragicall. _ 
| -2 . they 
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they 2pparell him in his maſ5ing rober, as though he were 
readie to docmalle, and afierwards difpoile him againe of 


The maner of egery trinket one after another, ving both dog-rrickes , 


degradation. 


and termes ofconjuration aboutenertic of the ornaments, 
contrariwile to that that they did before at the brſt pur- 

ting onthereof , when hee entred into orders. Then are 

his hands, l:ps, and crowne, ſcraped with a broken glaife 

or ſome ſharp knife, in token that they ſcrape oft the oyle 

that hce was greaſed withall at his firſt initiation. All the 

whichis done in the full view and wonder of all the peo- 

ple, ſome pitying the poore man,and ſomecurling him 

worſe than lew or Pagane, being indeede moſt happie,if 
it bee but for this one thing, that inthe latter end of” his 

life hee cxyeth abrenwntio to that grealie and ſtinking oyle, 

ſcraping away that Baals marke and that Apiſh parch fo 

well as it will be, and ſo departing, But ſuch as havenor 

tudgement of death,are degraded onely verbaliter (as they 

term it)that is to ſay,by word.Which is in effe a ſuſpen- 

ding from all function & preferment, during the Popes 

pleaſure, 

Anotherceremony they haue,that in no caſe is to be 0- 
mitted, wherin the holy Houſe molt ſhamefully and with- 
outany kind ofcolour in the world,mocketh both God & 
man, and all the whole company preſent, giuing all men 
good cauſe iuſtly tolaugh attheir folly : & thatis chis. In 
the-end of their ſentence pronounced vpon ſuch as haue 
iudgement to be burned (their converſion to thechurch of 
Rome notwithſtanding)they adde moreouer & cauſethere 
openly to be proclaimed,that foraſmuch as the holy Houſe: 
miltruſteth that the party is not truly converted nor from 
his heart, but counterfaiteth,and doe feare therefore,leſt a 
wolfe Jurke (till yoder a ſheepes clothing, for all his ſem- 
blance ofconyon, they do giue & bequeath him to the: 
ſecular power, with this humble a vnto them, ta 
ſhew the partie fo much fauour as may be, and to breake- 
neither bone, nor pearceany skin of his body«Bat ſuch as 
nothing 
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nothing was able to remowe from their godly profeſſion, 
whom they tearme- Wilfull and-Obſtinate perſons, they. 
commend to the ſame power, with theſe words.” Foraf- 
much as we haue laboured earneſthy,and taken great paines: 
with this man , to bring him home to our mother-church 
of Romezand can doe no'good on him, but that ſtill hee: 
continuecth obſlinarly in his opinions, &c, wetherfore de- 
liver this fellow totheſecular power;to doe execution on 
him according to order of law : yet praying them by the: 
wayzthat if he ſhew any tokens of true repentance, to deal 
as fauourably with him as they may, with other ſuch like 
ſpeech. And what impudencie (I pray you) is this? They 
haue already giuen ſentence vpon him that hee mult dye, 
and therupon deliuer him to the ſecular power to be burnt, 
in ſo wakes ifthey that ſhould ſceexecutian done, do 
eyther ſuffer the partie to make an eſcape, or elſe keepe 
him and not burne him, they themſelues ſhould bee aſ- 
Ggned to ſupply his place ; and yet they require thus much 
at their hands, to vie as much mercie towards himas they 
may. But what kinde of pittie or mercieis it I pray.you, 
thatthey ſhew vnto them themſelues , which bring the 
poore ſoule foorth into that place diſmembred and. 
ſhaken 8ll into peeces in everie limme and jointe of 
their bodieg, with neuer a whole bone in theirskinney 
yea, the verie linewes,, veines,. and guts, within: 
them broken with their moſt cruell tortures , wheres 
with divers haueperiſhed preſently , euen betwixt their 
hands? and yet will they ſue to the ſecular power, 
ro, breake neytherarmenorlegge, nor anie other mem- 
ber, nor-to draw onedroppe of bloud on them. For- 
ſooth itis becauſe the harme that- they haue done to 
the poore wretches alreadiezis wholly within the fleſh;and 
becauſe they haue drawen no bloud of them, eyther with 
knife or launce, but onely at his mouth-with a Ons Lawne 
letdown his throat,they forſooth are free from bloudſhed 
and breaking of bones, They —_— haue —_ 
3 - 
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him tootoo pitifully,& all mercy or huma- 
nity , with exquiſite deuices & ſuch EEE. 
aboue meaſure & more than barbarous, and fall they now 
to entreatthe _—_— ludges to ſhew him as much mer- 
cy as may be? Perhaps theſe flouting merchants ſuppoſe 
that by this onely ſhift of deſcant , in praying mercie for 
them, they hauecleanly auoided their Cavern, which hol- 
deth them accurſed and excommunicate, whoſoeuer be- 
ing of the clergy ſhall ſhed any bloud, or giue any maime : 
for they can wipe away ſuch a fooliſh penalty, in compari- 
ſon of ſo great an offence, with as fooliſh and ridiculous 
2 ſhift, And theſe moſt impudent toyes of mockery, both 
the Princes and the whole people, but chiefly the tempo- 
ral magiſtrate heareth and ſuffereth, without ſaying any 
thing thereto : otherwiſethere is no man ſo voidofall vn= 
derſtanding, but he may ealily perceive, that their prayin 
of mercy and crauing of fauour for them, is but avery ielt, 


| imagined;to flour all the whole companie wichall, and 


ſpokenthen,when they mean itleaſt.Loeghere is the pittie 
and tender —— and mother-like mercie of their 
holy mother-Church,which this holy Houſe ſheweth. This 
alſo may the reader ſeeand marke by the way, were he ne- 
uer ſo blinde, that this ſhift of theirs to ſend ſuch to the 
fire of whoſe conuerſion they ſtand halfein doubt, that is 
to ſay, leſt they leanea wolfe in a lambes skin, is yet one 
of the cunningelt trickes, that the holy Howſe hath in all her 
bouget. 
| Sives before,that the chiefeſt part ofthe AR conſi- 
ſtedin the reading and pronouncing ofthe ſertexcet, and 
therfore moſtworthie the marking : foraſmuch,as they do 
not onely by fingular falſhood , miſ-report ſuch things as 
the party vpon examination hath confeſled,but alſo father 
thoſe things vpon him moſt divelliſhly , which hee ney- 
ther ſpake northought in allhis lifetime. And theſe hath 
- the bely Houſe deuiſed againſt the partie , whereof part is 
molt filthy, part (hamefull and abominable,and _ blaſ. 
'Þ pnemous 
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emous, to the intent to diſgrace his perſon, & to make 
pou him and his doQrin the more abhorred of men, aud 
encreaſe their owne eſtimation and credit,as molt neceſſa- 
rie members to ſcoure and ridde the world of ſuch peſti- 
ferous perſons, Whiles all this geareis in rehearling to 
the people. they clappe ypon theparties tongue acleft 
ceof wood, in maner as 1t were a barnacle,to his great 
and intolerable painezſo that hee can anſwer ne gain-ſay, 
nothing in defence of himſelfe and his owne inno- 
cencie, For if hee might be ſuffered and let alone,he would + 
openly give them thelye to their faces: as it hath hap- 
ned divers rimes, Howbeit the controuerlie were nat 
like long to continue. For ſtraightway the fellow ſhould 
bee ſure to haue his-mouth gagged,or his tongue ſtocked, 
to teach himto bequiet,& to ſay nothing openly. More- 
ouer;that which is the parties confeſſion in _ deede, is 
ſo peruerted and corrupted, with the words ſochanged,& 
rechanged in reading, hatin a maner it may be very well 
faid for him,that hee heuer ſpake nor thought any ſuch 
thing. Wherofl will here ſhew ſome ſpeciall examples, be- 
cauſe they be matters of weight, andſuchas cannot eaſily 
bee contraried , foraſtmach as the whole world feeth and 
knoweth them wellenough. | 
After that all the ſentences bee read , and the «7 nalde- 
gradation wholly finiſhed, the tem magiſtrate taketh 
them into his hands very ſolemnely, according as it is en- 
ioyned him by the holy Hewſe., and ſo con them to 
the place of execution, with afortofthe diuels owne Pro- 
ors about them,calling & crying vpon them with great 
importunity to forſake the ruth whichthey hauereceived 
and rs And many timesitchanceth, that ſuch as 
y perſeuerin ware ee tothe end, doe 
breake their neckes again(t the flake with a trice,and then 
tyweloubroc ray 1s pr ſich, & 
fach repentantly their 2 their verie-laſt 
liomre,zud camohomeagaloiorhe Charchof Rome, anc 
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' thereforefelt no force of fireat all, by reaſon of the Inqui- 
:fitours mercie and pittie extended ypon ſuch-as became 
conuerted. By theſe, and ſuch like ſubtill praRices , they 
-goc about to bury the truth , as though God the auenger 
thereof were notable to raiſe it vp againe out of darkneſſe 
and dungeags.” The reſidue, which be not condemned to 
dye, are caried backe to priſon againe: andthe next day 
after, are brought out & whipt, ſuch as had like ſentence 
ronounced vpon them : whereof diuers are afterward 
brve to the gally,others remanded to perpetwall priſon,cither 
to Trians the ſpeciall priſon for the /zqwifition, orto ſome 
place el{where altogether as euill as a priſon,with this tem 
to them erethey gae: thatifthey happen hereafter to call 
anything to minde;thaterſt they haue not diſcloſed, they 
immediately reſort to the boly Houſe,and declareit whatſo- 
euer it be: for if it befound otherwiſe, that they haue craf- 
tily and cloſely concealed any thing, they ſhall be reputed 
(day they) as perſons without remorce ofconſciencezand 
like to be ſharply and ſeuerely — therefore. But the 
- Chiefeſt matter that oy giuethem in charge is, in no caſe 
to reueale any — at they haue either heard or ſeene 
.during the time of their impriſonment, concerning the 
maner oftheir entreating in any reſpec, either of puniſh- 
-ment, or impriſonment, or otherwiſe, haw and after what 
ſort they hane generally proceeded in Courtagainſt them, 
and their fellow priſoners; but for the time of their being 
-there , ſhould rake and repute rhemſelues altogether as 
dead perſons, For ifthe contrary can be proued by them, 
-or that itcometo thelnquiſitourseares that they haue vt- 
tered any of their ſecrers , they ſhall bertaken for perſons 
- Relapſed (as they termethem) and be puniſhed with moſt 
ſeueritie. And the judgement appointed for ſuch, death 
without Peerage. ſurely is adeuiſeaboue althe reſt, 
and might worſe be ſpared, For bythis their ſo ſtrait en+ 
joyning them filencevpon paine of their liues;they/cope 
them (as it were)with needle & threed,and fo keepe os all 
tacr 
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their knavery andtyranny as ſure as vnder locke and key, 
bothcloſeand ſecret to themſelues. They know full | 
wigs that if the king who authoriſed them., ſhould by any. 
meanes vnderſtand their falſe play whicheÞ'>y vſezthe vio- 
ence and iniuriethat they offer, the ſs zlerous reports 
which they wake, the wonderfull ferche:;..1 diuellith de- 
vices which they pratiſe to entrappediuers and ſundrie 
pore innocents, charging them with manie mitters, 
which neyther they ſaid,nor ſaw,nor heard at anie time, 
but ſpecially if hee vnderſtood of their couetous and cru« 
ell dealings, & (as I may ſay) more than barbarous, ww 
ing of that greediedelire of theirs : hewould (nb doubt of 
x)curne-the [nquilitien on their owne neckes, andforeſee 
the ſafetie aſwell of hizowne ſubiefts, as the common- - 
weale of the countrey.and prouidefor it accordingly : but 
chiefly hee would ſee to theexecution of laficy whereof 
heis appointed by God a lawfull ProteRtour, rather than 
the enrxehing of his bagges and coffers, won by ſuch vn- 
lawfull meanes. Or elle, if the Kfng lacked herein to doe 
that appertainesto him, the comon people would be rea- 
die to fire them,that hauebcen ſo. fierce with fire to others, 
Furthermore, ;they-labour:-fo carne{Uy-.to burie the truth, 
and are ſocarefull leſt their crueltie ſhould cometo ligbty 
that among other great penalies which they enioine to 
divers men of worſhip and good reputation, and ſome .of / 
honour and in authoritie, after they -haue kept them iy 
priſon a ſeaſon, and cauſed-them to fuſtaine open infamiey 
they inhibitethemthe company and conference of any,o- 
- ther than ſuch a#they ſhal appoint & allow them: neither: 
will ſaffer them to-write to any friend of theirs without 
makingthem privie vnto it ,- that they might haue the 
peruling thereof. Their colour for this matter (forlooth) 
18 very pretfie, leſt that by conference op writing of letters, 
they fhould publiſh their herericall opinions. But in verie 


<deede their driftis, leſt ſuch men as haue good friends and 
-bee well allied, ſhould na__—_ and make. their 
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mone to their friends &allies,of the iniuries that haue bin 
done vnto them, and they make means to the King toen- 
ire furcher of their doings, & ſo bring — ices of 
holy Houſe to light. Wherof this is proof ſufficietzthat 
they vie not this kind of puniſhmentto any of the meaner 
ſort,but only to them that be of good bloud & parentage. 
Forat the very firlt beginning, when the maner of their 
Triumph firſt came vp,and was executed vpon the Luthe. 
ranes( as they call them ) they that were preſent at the 
fight, and beheld the order and faſhion well, were went 
to write vnto their friends both within the Realmeand a- 
broad, of all ſuch things as there were done and ſeene, ef- 
pecially ofſuch as did penance : alſo what ſentences were 
pronounced vpon them, with the cauſes and circumſtan- 
ces of all cheir other puniſhmentes and penalties, But the 
boly Houſe (as dayly practice maketh euerie one his crafte- 
maiſter) grew ſo cunning in their affaires , that ſtraight- 
way they beganne to ſmell out the matter, thatit might in 
time worke them ſome diſpleaſure , and therewithall 
that the doArin which they ſo deteſt and abhorre, 
might bee publiſhed and ſpreade further than they would 
wiſh it , ſo that manie which otherwiſe would haue con- 
tinued in their blindneſle ſtill, if they had neuer heard nor 
ſeene anie ſuch reportes , ſhould bee occaſioned thereby, 
toopen theireyes and vnderſtandings, and to confeſle aſ- 
well thedoQtrine it ſelfe, and receiue it, as alſo efpie the 
wickedneſſe of them that perſecute it. Therefore for re- 
medie of this miſchiefe and inconuenience,, the holy Houſe 
prouided , by making and publiſhing certaine preſidentgs 
of ſuch like reportes, briefe, and in ſuch wiſe as were not 
likely to doe anie great harme : that who ſo were dif] 
ſed to certifie their friends of ſuch matters, ſhould-fol- 
low thoſe preſidentes in any caſe: & therfore appointed cer- 
. "tainepreat penalties for the tranſgrefſours. hereof, that 
ſhould make their reportesin any other more large or am- 
ple maner,than was by their order preſcribed, The me- 
ner 
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| ner wherof vas this :That after they had told who & what 


' maner of man he was that was puniſhed or executed, they 


-and guided (iy they) by the holy Ghoſt) ſo it commerh 
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ſhould adde moreouer, becauſe he held with Lither,with- /,;;,r5 aps |_| 


out naining any ofhis opinions,(which nogwithitanding pointed by 
were ſpecially recited before)was burned, or thas, or thus 7c hot * 
puniſhed or executed,according to therruthof the matter, #%/c- 

M oreouer, as the holy Howſe well may erre ( albeit men 
now adayes are ſo bewitched with ſuperſtition and flat» 
teric, that they dare affirme the contrarie, being ordered, 
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divers times to paſle, that ſome be cauſele(ſe apprehended, 
ſome vpon verie (mall and light complaints, verie tewvp- 
on anie lawfull and ſufficient information, And the grea« 
teſt part, after they haue beene impriſoned in ſuch-miſera- 
ble ſort as I haue before declared, for a yeare, or two, or 
more till their cauſes were thorowly examined , at the -; 
laſt being tryed and found guiltlefle , ſo that neceſſarily | 
they are to be diſcharged , within a day cr two after their 
yu day of Triumph, they bring them into the Court,6&c 
ere beginne to ſer on them againe as freſhly as ever they 
did , willing them to vtter the truth, as they will avoid 
their diſpleaſures and the extremiticof law , threatnin 
them the Rack, and ſaying that there is now come in ſuf- 
ficient matter by information againſt them, Then if any 
will be feared with this facing, and be-brought-butto vtter 
one word of any ſuch matters as they are defiroxs to heare 
of, they ſend him _ to ward againe and renue their 
{ute againſt him fromthe beginning, - But if nothing can 
bee gotteout of him by this meanes, northat they haue 
aniething elſe to charge him withall;they leaue off threat- 
ning,and fall roflattering : ſaying , that they havez bet«' 
ter opinion of him than fo , and therefore are reſojued 
to ſendhim home again to his owne houſe: for the which 
fatherly fauour extended towards him in ſauing both his 
life and his hee is to account himſelfe much be- 
heldipg and bound to their LEY him ” oy 
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 » ſwade himſelf, that what fauour they have ſhewed him al- 
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readie, they mean tocontinue towards him , for the good 
liking thatthey had of bim at the very firlt view, bur Ped. 
ally forthe ggod example of patience which he ſhewed gu- 
. ringthe wholetime of his impriſonment. With theſeand 
fach like Lenitines the. good and zpright Indges think to ſups- 
ple the reſt of his ſores that were oftheir ownemaking, & 
ro ſend him hometo his houſe at the laſt, with ſpecial 
charge that he be ſilent. Yet ſometime they detaine him in 
priſon a good while after, notwithſtanding that hee bee 
found notguiltie,nothing regarding what any,be heneuer 
ſo. ailtledle, ſufferac their hands,and theredoe keepe him 
dotely & craftily till aday or two aftertheir great tate and 
iollityzthat being diſmiſſed neer about the time that the 0- 
therare,the common pos may think herecciued his pu- 
niſhment amonglt the relt,tho in ſome leſſer degree, and 
thereby be perfwaded that the holy Houſe never vexcth any 
man without ſufficient information, And marke l pray 
ou one other new found guiſethattheſe rauvening wolues 
Cn got to obtain their prey & ſpoile withall: that ſuch 
perſons as among other parcels of their puniſhments are 
condemned either to perpetuall impriſoameat, either duw- 
ring the Iaquilitors pleaſure,or for a certaine ſeafon, albeit 
they remaine no longer in 7r:4»4, thatis, the Inquilitours 
proper and peculiar priſon, becauſe they ſhall think them- 
ſelues quite and clear diſpatched, and to haue no moreto 
doe with the holy Houſe : yet wherſoguer they beappoin- 
ted their place ofaboad as on Yrk eaten a be ſpies 
alſo to mark diligently how they takethe matter,and whe- 
ther they putic yp quietly,yea or no,orwhat they {ay vnto 
it, Forif they bee chearefull, or doe any wayes make buta 
countenance of mirthin this time of their crouble, they 
ſhall both incurre the Inquiſitoursdifpleaſyre therfare,and 
feel a greater ſmartbelides. They alſo that doe remaine in 
ſuch appointed places,are likewiſe vilited ſometime by the 
Inquilitours, butija ſuch ſort as hath bin deſcribed of _ 
; Orner 
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other, and to the very ſame endand purpoſe, thatis to fay, 
that the common people might ſeekow full of mercie and 
pittie they.are : howbeitiris-to-thisend , to bring them 
more in feare and awe of them, & of their diſpleafure. For 
then beginne they (as it were) to keep Court, andto.make 
inquirie both of the priſoners themſelues & of the keepers; 
whether ſince their departure out of Triana they haue heard 
any of their fellowes ſay any thing touching matters of 
religion, who it was that did ſo,and what countenance o- 
theres thatheard it,made thereumto. +l{o,zwhether any man 
doe grudge or find himſelfe grieued for any puniſhment 
thathe hath endured, but eſpccially,whether they haue dif- 
cloſkd any myſterie or ſecret of theirs,or whether any man 
haue compailed or imagined to make an eſcape, with ma- 
ny .other ſuch like quelitions, And if they-findeno ſuch 


matters,they return as wiſe as they came, If otherwiſe there 


appeare any euident matter againſt them,then commence 
= their{ute againſt him orthem, Not many yearesagoe, 
it nent at Sill in ſuch a like viſitation, that a certaine 
priſoner , after hee had remained in priſon for cer- 
taine yeares at the chiefe Inquiſitours pleaſure , whoſe 
name was Licentiats Gaſco , made verie earnelt ſuite vnta 
him for his diſcharge and deliverance thence. This Gaſea 


_ wasa man well learnedin both the lawes , as it ſeemed : 


who nyuing himſelfe to ſpeake ſomewhat wiſely, made 
this graue and goodly anſwer vnto-him , paſling all wiſe- 


dome or good religion, Now Sirs ({aith hee) you-mult xy ror4 
take.your afflition patiently , for here yay ſuffer: for the the chiefe 
ſinnes of tkepeople, and for ours aſwell as for your owne, 74ers 
Howbeit I will moue the reſt of my Lordsin the matter, —_— 


and what may bedone, ſhall be done. But vpon theſe and 
ſuch like fooliſh and blaſphemous ſpeeches , neveranie 
Commillioner made inquiric ; _ thus departed hee 


out of the Parler, wherein he had made ſuch a clerke like 
peece of worke tothe poore priſoners in way of conſola- 
- tign zandfo like agay-diuine, caſting a word outro the 
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g—_——_ ſolemnly, and c him by vertueoftheir 
Officeto look to them narrowly,that none eſcaped, For 
if there did, he ſhould both ſeek them at his owne charge, 
and be puniſhed beſides for his negligence, in looking ſo 
fNenderly to his quetie. 

* Cxrar. XIII 
The interpretation of the ſentences. 
| ba be alſo certaine ſpeciall cermes which the holy 
Houſe vieth for everie kinde of penance ſeuerally. 
Whereip, ſeeing there lyeth alſo ſome fecret myſterie , it 
ſhall not bee greatly impertinent to declare themin this 
place, expounding them after the Inquiſitours owne ſenſe 
and vnderſtanding, Firlt,concerning the iudgements, 
ſome are to bee bwyned qnicke, and that is for ſuch as haue 
conſtantly perſeuered vnto the end, in the conteſfſon of a 
pure and perfect faith : and theſe men they call_ob#tinate, 
Others are to bee b»rncdalſo, but after they be dead, being 
frſt (trangled at the ſtake. Such arerhey, that being once 
wonne by their owne frailtie and weakneſſe, haue beene 
content to ſubmitre themſelues to the Inquilitours,and to 
ſooth whatſocyer the other will ſay, & yet haueby certaine 
evident and ſufficient tokens, given the Inquilitours good 
caule of ſuſpicion , to thinkethat they remaine the ſame 
in heart flill, notwithſtanding their mouth hath confel- 
ſed the contrarie, Afﬀer the Lame maner are diuersalſo 
of the former ſort, whom they tearme obitinate, ſirang- 
led ere the fire bee kindled , to make the people belecue, 
that ſoſoone as they were ſette to the ſtake, thay abiu- 
red andrenouced all their hereſies , and returned to the. 
holy mother-Church of Rome, Bur of theſe | haue made 
mention before. Another ſort of ſente#ces thereare that 
hauca ſhew of more mercie , which they call reconciliati» 
#5, becauſe ſuch as haue renounced the truth areas it. 
were purged and clenſed by doing that penance In Way . 
of ſatisfaQion, and therby receiued' againe intothevery. 
boſom of the Rowiſh Church.Such forthe moſt pRneny | 
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in their hands tapers vnlighted on the great day of their 
Triumph , with ropes abouttheir neckes, and Sumberite: 
vpon their backes aboue their other garments, as badges 
& tokens of guilt; & theſe they wear either during lite, or 
for ſome other certaine number of yeares, or elſe arecloſe 
keptand ſhut vp in ſome monaſlterie, or ſome other pri- 
vate places, whereof as there be ſundry ſortes, ſo arethere 
likewiſe ſeuerall names. Someare Perpetuall without re- 
demption. Some onely perpetuall, Some for a certaine 
ſeaſon : the which beeng expired;they mult notwithſtand= 
ing remaine there ſtill, during the Inquiſitours pleaſures : 
and ſome be no longer limited at the F rit than during the 

leaſure of the chiefe Inquilitour , the Generall they call 

im, becauſe he is chiefe Iudge aboue all other Courts of 
the holy Inquiſition throughout the Realme of Spaine - 
there be alſo ſomeatthe pleaſure of the inferiour Iudges 
that gaue the ſentence, in their owne Courts and priuate 
iuriſditions. Theſe diuerlities of priſons are like the 
one of Purgatorie for all the world , exceptingaf- 
well certaine cafes in matter of penancezas alſo degrees of 
affinitie and bloud in caſes of mariage, For they are de- 
uiſed to glean allthe mony our ofthe poor Penitentiaries 
urſes, more or leſſe , according to the quality of the of- 
nce,and after the rate and proportion of the penalty af- 
ſeſſed on each of them therefore. And all this (forſooth) 
mult bee vnderſtood to proceede from the Inquiſitours 
owneclemencie and merciezof their own meer good wilk 
by the only meanes whereof,the party that otherwiſe mul 
neceſlarely periſh for abjuring therruth,may ſtand in ſtate 
of grace againezand bein poſlibilitieto recouer his owne 
ſaluation. 

When iudgementis giuento weare the Habite, (foro 
they call the Sambenite by a more cleanly terme) & to per- 
petuall priſon without bayle or mainepriſe, it is to 
be vnderſtood, that there is notalk to be had ofany remif- 
lion thereoftill the party hath worn that garment, o_ 
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, theirferuice,he y 
*, Then ſuchas getthe grant hereof,doe commonly makein- 
- Quiriefor ſuch perſons as aretherunto nana <4 

"= 


F:red impriſonment, the ſpace of nine or ten wholeyeares; 
except the partie haue ſo . —_ hap, asiby meanes of his 
friends to obtaine his pardon at the Kings hand, whoone- 
ly may by his prerogatiuepardon it at his pleaſure. But af- 
ter the expiration of thoſe yeares,ynletſe the party haue gi- 
uen ſome cauſe of ſuſpicion againe,the chiefe Inquiſitour 
is commonly wont to remitte the reſidue , howbeit with 
great crouching firſt, and much entreatie, 

When they adiudge a man to weare the Sambenite, and 
to ſuffer perpetuall impriſonment, without adding - anie 
more, it is commenly taken for 3. yeares ifthe chiefe In- 
quiſitor doe ſothink good : vpon whole pleaſure itreſteth 
either to giuethe priſoner his diſchargeatterthoſe 3.years ; 
orelſe _ perpetuallignominie,there todetaine him all 
his lifelong, Bur when they ſay, that. aman ſhall wear the 
Habite, and ſuffer impriſonment ſo many yeares or mo- 
neths, ſo ſoon as that certaine time isexpired the. partie is 
ſerat libertie,exceptit be added moreouer, beſides the li- 
mitation of time certaine that it ſhal be further referred to 
thediſcretionandappointment of the Inquifitours, The 
which clauſe they comonly vie-to putin the-latterend, in 
the winding vpofall, tochoake men therewith , to make 
themthinkethemſelucs much >qund tothem while they 
live, for relca{ing theſame. .But ifthe ſentence beto weare 
the Sawberit: withimpriſenment during the chiete Inqui- 
ſitours pleaſure, it is left to their diſcretionsto pardon or 

uniſh accordingly,as they ſhall think good. In ſumme, 
| You or after what ſort ſoeuer their ſencence bezthe matter 
is wholly referred to them and to their ordering. 

Now the meanesto redeeme this impriſonment, and- 
todiſpenſe with the wearing of theſe robes, is the more 
common agd ordinarie,by reaſon that the King hath in his 
Court divers young gentlemen, to-whom in reſpeRt of 

ſerk to grantpardons forthoſe matters. 
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be, and wherethey remaine, tothe intentto make their 
market ofthoſe pardons totheir molt aduancage,, as they 
can agree of price eyther more or leile, reſpeRing alwaies, 
boch the abilitie of the n,and the qualitic + the ſeu- 
tence. For ſuch as had judgement without redemption, 

pay more: other for releaſe of perpetuall impriſonment , 
lefle : other for certainetime and during the Inquiſitours 
pleaſure leſſe againe : and leaſt of all, that which onely 

refteth ypon the diſcretion and will of the ludge, Alſo, at 
ſome times the Kingof his like liberality & gracious good- 
ET nefle, vſeth to grant vnto diuerſe, ſuch money as ſhould 

| bee leuied for pardon of the Sambenite and puniſh- 
: ment, towards the redeeming of their brethren and allies, 

| being taken priſoners by the Turkes or Moores,fAnd yet, 

| whoſoeuer ſueth vnto the King for anic ſuch pardon , 

| mult firſt in any caſe make the Inquiſitours and the Clerks 

or other Officers of that Court his friends : otherwiſe , 

both the Kings ownecharter, and the payment made by 

the partie beſides notwithſtanding , they will auoide him 

by hookeor by crooke, and tell him plainly,be itthe King 

| or the Pope himſelfe that granted the pardon, he muſt bee 
; better enformed how the caſe (tandeth ere he may depart 

folightly. Then,ifthe matter be brought to thatpaſle, it is 

j an eaſie thing for them to imagine, that the partie is not 

| ſo cleared , but thatthere was good cauſe awhile to make 

p 4 


But when anie hath judgement of Impriſonment 
during the chiefe Inquiſitours pleaſure, who for cer» 
taine ſecret occaſions to him knowne will not bee en- 
created, and'yet cannot well with honeſtie repulſe the ſu- 
ters, albeit hee doe them manifeſt iniurie to detaine 
them ſo long , hee will conuey the matter full cun- 
ningly , ſaying, thathe is contentto referre it to the 

 Inquifictours by whom the iudgement was giuen. 
And when thepartie reſorteth to them , then ſtraight- 
way is he poſted ouer from them backe againe to the high 
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Inquiſitor,alledging that the determination hereofbelon- 
[ vnto him,and ſo by meanes that one of them ynder- 

a 


ndeth the others meaning, they: dally and prolong the - 


poor mans imprifonmett,driuing him off from day to day, 
ſolong as it pleaſeth them. In like maner, the puniſhmenc 
is limited by the inferiour Inquilitours. For when they 
are loth to beentreated,they paſsit to the high Inquilitor, 
and ſo one of them ſerueth another: and therefore except 
the partie goe cunningly to worke, and bribe eyther the 
Clerke ww other Officer of the boly Houſe,& that with 
no ſmall gubbe, and there begin the ground of his ſuteall 
his labour and colt beltowed vpon theredeeming of his 
impriſonment; is quite loſt. Butif any of the Inquilitors or 
any chiefe Ofhcer ofthe Court doe make interceſſion for 
the partie, then ſtraight-way the other vnderſtand , that 
itis done vpon ſome ſuch ſpeciall occaſions asthey know, 
whereupon the ſuter is moued to pittie the ſtate of the 
poor priſoner,fpecially if he vſe the ordinary words known 
and vied among themſelves in caſes of petitione - Which 
is on this ſort. My very good Lordes , my humble ſute to 
» your good Lordſhipsis,that ſuch a priſoners cauſe may 
27 bee fauourably conſidered , of whoſe good life and con- 
2» uerſation, but ſpecially of his patience in the time of his 
2» impriſonment, ] haue beene ſufficiently  andſubſtantially 
»» enformed, Here are intermedled two or- three good 
words in his commendation, but moderately,leſtit ſhould 
be thoughtthat hee were too carefull ouer him: The con- 
2»Clulion then is , that it would pleaſe their Lordſhips to 
2 determine , whether the partie: ſhall be6 releaſed: yea or 
no. Andof fachas eſcape thas hardly throaghthebrys 
ars, it colteth ſome the one halfeof their goods:{ome all.: 
and ſome a peece; as it 'pleafeth the Inquilitours tb deale 
withthem: Forthey are/perſwaded this-to be the nighelt 
way' to bring. them home again, that are any thing gone 
aſtray or. become aliens from the: faith. » Orpethapsthe 
boly Houſe thinketh-it to beagainif. ——— le - 
| | hereticke 
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hereticke ſhould haue whereupon toliue, Or elſe belike,' 
they haue found out an Aphoriſme for their purpoſe : that: 
asa ſurfetter muſt vſea temperate and aithirr diec >: fo 
muſtan heretick alſo be kept lows leſt he ſweltand grow 
vpthereinz and therfore take it for a ſoueraigne medicine, 
to keepe him ſo hungriethat he mult be faine to begge his 
bread, | aifi3t 16 » 
Moreover, of theſe ( asis aboueſaid;) ſome haue iudge- 
mentbelides the wearing ofthe habite and ſuffring impri- 
ſonment,to be alſo whipped.Some both to be whipped,&c 
afterward ſet to the Galh.But theſeſharper kinds of puniſh- 
ments they commonly vſe to ſtrangers , be they neuer ſo 
{mall offenders, to bee euen with themvthis way , becauſe 
they make ſo light of wearing the Sambenite,, for molt of 
them make but a ieſt ofit. And alltheſe proceed from the 
Inquiſitours owne mercie. | 
The laſt andleaſt penaltie is appointed for ſuch as in 
their judgements haue committed but a hight offence; that 
is , to bee brought vpon the ſcaffold .bare-headed and 
without aniecloake , having in his hand' a waxetaper > 
whereof ſomeare commanded to make Abjuration ex ve 
hementi : Some ex levi, Abiuration de vehements they 
call, when it appeared not.in the hearing and debating 
of anie mans cauſe, what is certainely to bee determined, 
for want of ſufficient proofe, and becauſe the partie: him- 
ſelfe confeſſed nothing that deſerued anie maner of pu- 
niſhment. Therefore vpon ſuch a fellow > whom f 
may neyther by iuſtice condemnefor an herericke,nor of 
their conſciencescan abſolueand ferat libertie , ſpecially 
hauing ſome apparant tokens of ſcarce good beliefe, they 
giue ſentence ypon him as _ one vehemently. ſuſ- 
eir ſuſpicion ,*they cauſe 
toabiure, And ſuch a man being afterward found guil- 
ty,beit in thelcaſ(t tittle of papiſtrie,they take for relapſe, 
and condemne to the fire. Abjuration de /evs, is much 
after the ſame maner, but that it is enioined vpon ſmal- 


TT ler 


= 27 
”s g 
4 Pi. 
I F 
: 
: 
= 
y *Y 
: 
, : 
Ts 
F 
FT | 


A” 


116 A Diſconery of the 


ler offences in their iudgements, whether the matter hath 
been apparant or no. Howbeit , no ſuch perſon, though 
hebe withthe ſame maner againe , ſhall be reputed 
fora relapſe, or haue judgement of death therefore: albeit 
the qualifying of the ſecond offence, that is to ſay , the 
tudgementand eſtimation thereof, bee referred to the In- 
quilcence. And this kinde of abiuration is for the moſt 
part vſed in other matters, then concerning Luthers do- 
Qrine, as for example, fornication (forſooth) berwixe (in- 

le perſons, as _ it were no (in: therefore it is accu- 

omably puni ut as a trifling toy , by carrying of a 


nl 
| waxe pl by abiuration de/ewj, Yet at ſometimes 


they puniſh this lin with the — that verie extream- 

hy, butifthe party offend a thouſand times after, ſo that he 
put himſelfe vpon the Inquilitours mercieghe is ſure never 
to dye therefore. - 

Loe,theſebethe goodly means wherby theſe good fathers 
bring into the right way the weaklings, as Pa»/ tearmeth 
them. And thus much concerning their deuices praftiſed 
in the Inquiſition, tillthe time come that we may ſee the 
fall ofthat arke of Iniquitie, with the hidden fecrets and 
—y thereof further diſcloſed,and allthoſe things ful- 

and accompliſhed, which in time (no doubt) mult be 
reuealed and come to paſlle = this holy Inquilition , 
theſe good Fathers, and their holy Houſe, finally vpon the 
whole man of fin , which God threatneth by his Propher, 
ſhall fall vpon all ſuch wicked hypocrites, which tothe o- 
uerthrowing of Chriſt's kingdome,and the vtter defacin 
of his glory,like ſhameleſſe men,molt wickedly do preten 
the ellacrend zeale, and the earneſt aduancement of the 
fame, Malach. 2, «And new to you this precept (faith hee)-O- 
ye Prieſts. If ye will not gine eare, nor purpoſe in your beart to 
gine allglorie to my name ( ſath the Lord of hoftes ) I will curſe 
y0u, jea 1 will curſe your bleſcing 5, nay 1 baxe curſed thems al- 
readie, becauſe you doe not conſider it in your heart, Bebold 1 well 
deftroy your ſeeds, and will owerſpread your owne faces wy" 
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L ' olemwnities , and it ſhall cleaxe faft vyou you, and 
- A tow that this ommendemens reach } y0u onely » 


Repent ye: 
| Cnar: XII 
Certaine ſpeciall examples ,wherein 4 man may more 
plainely ſee the ns wa wars 
of the holy Inquilition #» very prafiice- 
and exerciſes 
| haue thought good toannexecertaine ſpeciall 
ples of their practices 3 whereina man may ecui- 
dently ſee a great ſort of their treacheries heaped and ſhuf- 
fled together, over and aboueſuch as I haue heretofore 
made relation of in their ſpeciall places, to theend that 
their crueltiein the executian hereof, with their vnſatia- 
ble couetouſneſſe, andall other abominable iniquitie in 
the peruerting of all good lawes, may bee liucly deſcribed 
and (as it were) painted in tables, and ſet foorth to the 
ſhew, that ſuch as doe behold them may take the full 
view thereof, And partly I doeit for their ſakes, who for 
the profeſling of the Goſpel, and the abiuring of an abo- 
minable religion,haue bin ouertaken by the lame meanes, 
ſeruing theſe holy Fathers in tcad of abootyto prey and 
rauen vpon,becauſe I think it expedient for the Ghurchto 
continue ſome memorie therof. Now therforelet all Chri>- 
ſiendome open their eyes,that they may know & diſcerne 
theſe rauenous Wolues,Lions,& Dragons,the very gene-- 
ration of Vipers, whom (notwithſlanding their t —_— 
they hauecill this day had in great reputation,and hon 
as gods, to the great decay and vndoing of. all Chriſtian 
common-weales : that learning to know them,and ſtrip- 
ping them out offtheir clokes of piety & godlineſſe, wher-- 
of they haue gotten ſpeciall commendation they may ba-- 
niſh them all Chriſtendome ouer: Bur as for any examples: 
whereof mean preſently to make rehearſall, they are ta-- 
' ken out of one onely Court of the Inquiſttien holden: 
at Sivill, whoſe ſecretsalone = reporters havefmereahle: 
KI to 
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to diſcloſe, hauing bad the moſt part ofthem praQtiſed vp- 
on! ues.' By: relation whereof, a mart may haue a 
pretty geſs,what a number there would be if a man ſhould 
tkewiſe courſe ouer all the other Courts of Inquiſition 
throughout the whole realme of Spaine. Neither are theſe 
that hereafter enſue, orthe other reported before in my 
whole treatiſe, of any long colleRion : butall within the 
compaſle of 6, or 7. yeares next after they began to perſe- 
cute the Lutherans that grew vpin Spaine in great maltÞ 
tudes vpon a ſuddaine, eſpecially in Sii/land Valladolit, 
About w*> time there was apprehended for religion, 
and brought before the Inquilitors of Sixill, a certaine En- 
gliſhman whoſe name was Nicholas Burton , a very godly 
man, whom afterward they burned for that he continued 
conſtant in his profeſſion & belief,deteſting vtterly all their 
wicked & abominable religion vntill his lives end, Imme- 
diately after his arreſt, all the goods and Marchandiſe 
which he brought with him into Spain by way oftraffick, 
were according to their common vſage ſeaſed and taken 
into the Sequeſter : among the which they alſo rolled vp 
much that appertained to another Engliſh Marchant, 
wherewith hee was- credited as Fatour, Whereof ſo 
ſooneas newes was brought to London, aſwell of the 
impriſonment of his FaRour, as of the Arreſt made vpon 
his goods, hee ſent his Atturney into Spaine with autho- 
ritiefrom him to make claime to his goods, and demand 
them, When his Atturney was landed at Sill, and had 
ſhewed all his letters and writings to the holy Houſe, 
requiring them, that ſuch goods might bee deliuered in- 
to his poſſeſſion , anſwer was madethim, that hee muſt 
:fueby bill, andretaine an Aadvocate'( bur all was doubt- 
leſſe co delay him ) and they, forſeoth , of curteſie aſlig- 
nedhim vneto frame his ſupplication for him, and other 
{uch-billes'of petition as heehad to exhibite into their 
holy:Court; demanding for eachbill eight rialls,albeit 
they ftogd him-in no more ſtsad than if hee had put vp 
C po none 


Spaniſh Inquiſition. 2 19 | 


noneat all. And for the ſpace of three or four moneths 


this fellow miſſed not twice a day , attending euety mot- 
ning and afternoon at the Inquilitors Palace, ſuing vnro 
them vpon his knees for nisdifpatch , bur ſpec:aily tothe 
Biſhop of Tarracon of whom | made mention before, who 
was at that very time chief in the Inquilition at Sixl, that 
he of his abſolute authoritie would command reſtitution 
to be made therof: butthe booty was ſo good & ſogreat, 
that it was the harder to come by it againe. Ar the length, 
after he had ſpent whole four moneths in ſutes & requeſts, 
& allto no purpoſe, he receiued this anſwer frothemthat 
he muſt thew better euidence, & bring more ſufficient cer- 
tificates out of England forproofe ofhis matter , than 
thoſe which he hath already preſented tothe Court.Wher- 
upon the party forthwith poſted to London, and with all 
ſpeed returned to Siwill againe with more ample and large 
letters teltimonialls and certificates, according to theirre- 
queſt,and exhibited them to the Court.Notwithſtanding, 
the Inquilitors (til ſhifted him off, excuſing themſelues by 
lack of leiſure, & by occupation in greater & more weighs 
ty affaires,and with ſuch anſwers delayed him whole other 
4. moneths after. Art thelaſt, when the party had welnigh 
ſpent all his money, and therefore ſued the more earneſtly 
for his diſpatch, they referred the matter wholly to the Bi- 
ſhop. Of whom, when hee repaired vato him , hee had 
this anſwer : that for himſelfe heeknew what hee had to 
doe: howbeit hee was but one man , and the determina- 
tion of the matterappertained vntothe other commitfio« 
nersa{wellasvnto him: and by thus poſting & paſling it 


from oneto another;the partie could obtain no end of his 


ſute,. Yet for his" importunitie ſake , they were reſolued 
to diſpatch him, but it was on this ſort : One of the In» 
quiſitours called Licentiato Gaſco, a man verie well expe-- 
rienced in theſe praftices , willed the patty to reſort vnto 
him after dinner. The fellow being gladto hear this newes» - 
and ſuppoling that his goods ſhould bereltored vnto him ? 
$53-:4 an 
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and that he waecalledin for that purpoſe to talk with the 
other that were in priſon, to confer with him zbout their 
accounts;therather chrough alictle miſunderſtanding, hea- 
che [nquilicor caſt out a word, that it ſhould be need- 
full for him to talk with —_ ; and being thereup- 
on. more than halfe ed , that at the length they 
meant good faith, did ſo , and repaired thither about the 
eucning, [mmediately ypon his comming, the layler was 
forthwith charged with him, to ſhut him vp cloſe in ſuch 
acertain priſ6, where they appointed him, The party ho- 
ping at the firlt that he had bin called for about ſome other 
matter, and ſeeing himſelfe contrary to his expeRation, 
caſt into adark dungeon, perceiued at the length that the 
world went with himfar otherwiſe then hee ſuppoſed it 
would haue done. But within two or three dayes after, he 
was brought forth into the Court, where hee began to de» 
mand his goods: and becauſe it was a deuice that well ſer- 
ued their turne, without any more circumſtance they bid 
him ſay his Awe Maria, The party began, and ſaid it lime 
ply and plainely on this ſort , afrefthe Engliſh faſhion : 
Ane Haria gratia plena domigu tecum, beneditlata in multe- 
ribus , & benediflus fruftus veutris tui Teſuws. Amen, The 
ſame was written word by word as hee ſpakeit : and 
without anie more talke of claiming his goods, becauſe 
it was booteleſle, they command him ro priſon againe, 
and enter an ation againſt him as an bereticke, fora(- 
much as hee did not ſay his Ave Maria after the Romiſh 
faſhion , butended it very ſuſpiciouſly; for hee ſhould 
haue added moreouer Santis Maria mater driora pronobis 
peceatoribus : by curtalling whereof, it was cuident enough 
( lay they ) that hee did not allow the mediation of 
Saints, Thus they picked a quarrell to detaine him in 
priſon alon n, and afterwards brought him forth 
into their Stage diſguiſed after their maner : where ſen- 
tence wasgiuen, that hee ſhould loſe all the goods which 


be ſued for;though they were nothinomay& belides this 
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ſuffer ayeares impriſonment. His name was /obv Franton 
a Citizen of Breffow. 

In the confiſcation of goods , it is neither any grear 
noueltie,nor athing ſo rarely ſcene in this bo/y Houſe,thar 
firangers goods ſhould bee alſo ſeiſed among other mens, 
Otherwiſe (lay they) ic might eaſily bee mo ifthey 
ſhould giue eare or creditto ſuch allegations, manie 
by meanes thereof might colour their goods vnder ano- 
ther mans name and by ſome falſe and forged Certifi- 
cates proue themto appertaineto other men, and ſode- 
fraud the Kings — For remedy whereof, and 
for the ——— of allcouerts & colluſions,the ho- 
by Houſe thinketh itche ſafer way to offer wrong than to 
uffcr any. As within theſe few yeares there arriucd at S5- 
will acertaine rich Marchant fſtranger,whoſe goods were 
afterwaad confiſcate for religion. Amongthe which they 
ſciſed a very faire and a goodly ſhip,ſuch a one, as by all 
mens judgements , there neuer rode a better nor a fairer 
ypon the riuer. The party brought ſufficient proofethat 
the ſhip was none of his owne,& yet notwithſtanding the 
Inquiſitours found a meanes that the Iaw went on their 
ſides, ſo that the ſhip fell out in triall to be theirs. And this 
Marchants name was Rewchino. 

Moreouer,in the ſame Court of Inquiſition at Siwil, 
there was one of the Citizens, a verie godly and a 
vertuous man, ſeuerely perſecuted by the Inquiſitours 
for religion, howbeit not executed therefore, And a- 
mong other of his puniſhments, this was one peece: 
that all his goods whereon hee lived and maintained 
himſelfe , reaſonably well and honeſtly among his 
neighbours , ſhould bee wholly confiſcate, and he com- 
mitted to cloſe priſon for tenne yeares. Wherein, after he 
had remained by the ſpace of two or three daies, liuin 
there full barely (God wot)ofa poor ſtock,that divers we 
diſpoſed perſons had gathered for himof their degotions 
hauing ſomtime liu'd in reaſonable goodeſtatczone of the 
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Notaries of the Inquiſition , came vnto him with a bill 
ſigned and ſubſcribed by the Inquilitours, charging him 
to pay to the Notaries hands 130. 'ducates' for his com- - 
mons and other expenſes, during the time of his aboad 
in Trians their priſon for the Inquilition, The partie 
made anſwer (as the truth was} that thoſe good Fathers 
had-raken from him all that euer he had, ſo: that nothing 
wasleft him; and where nothing was,they could haue no- 
thing. Howbeit this anſwer contented not the Inquili- 
tours, butthey ſentrhe Notarie vato him once againe, 
ftraitly charging himeither to pay the mony.out of hand, 
or eiſe to bee remoued from that priuate place, and -car- 
ried to the common iayle, and there toremaine till he had 
diſcharged it, What mad fooles weretheſe, to confiſcate 
all his goods, and charge themſclues by account for them 
into the Eichequer, not foreſceing to. demandallowance 
for hischarges ? q T | 
Aboutthe ſame time wel-neer,the Houſe of the Inquilt- 
tion at Sinil/apprehended acertaine noble woman, whoſe 
name was Joaxna Boborguia,the Lady and wite of one Fran- 
ciſco Varquio, a noble gentleman , and baron of Hignera, 
daughter to one Pedro Garſia Xereſio a very rich Citizen of 
Sizill, The cauſe of her trouble was,, for that a liſter of hers 
called Maria Boherquiz, a very wertuous virgine,.and one 
that afterwards was burned for her profeſſion and faith , 
had confelled in the extreamitie of her torments, that ſhe 
had conference with her lilter in theſe matters of religion 
diucrstimes, This Lady, when ſhee was firſt committed: 
ro priſon , was gone with cailde well-nigh halfea yeare z 
in reſpe& whereof, neytherdidchey ſhut her vp ſo cloſe, 
nor dealt with her otherwiſe ſo hardly , asthey vſed to 
deale with others, for the regard of that that was within 
her, Notwithſtanding, within foure dayes after her. 
deliuerance, they rooke the childe away from her,and 
the ſeuenth day next after, they ſhuthervpin cloſe priſon. 
againe , entreating her inallthings as they didthe other. 
- priſonerss 
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ners,and with as much crvelty.as they vſed to any:in 


fo muchthat in all her miſeries the only comfort that: ſhe 


had ; was, of the good company of 8 certaine vertuous 
maiden that was her fellow priſoner fora time, but after- 
wardes ſent to the ſtake. Vnto whom ſhe bare ſuch good 
will, that being on atime caried foorth to the racke,& re- 
caried to priſon, ſore ſtrained thereon and ſo ſhaken in 
peeces, that hauing a bes of flags which ſerued them both 
to couch on » more paincfull a great deale then ealctull, 
whereon ſhee tumbled her: ſelfe ſo well as ſhee could 
( though hardly God knowes,and to her great paine and 
griefe ) the. good Lady being notin caſe ableto do herany 
other good , yet did thee inwardly fhew ſingulartokens 
of loueand compaſllion towards her. The ſame maid was 
ſcarſe recoucred, or her ioynts well knit againe , but the 
ſaid Lady was likewiſe caried out to bee ſerued in the ſame 
ſort,& was ſo terribly tormented in the Burrie & Trowgh, 
that by reaſon ofthe exceding (trait ſtrainin 3 ofthe trings 
pearcing to the very bones of her armes,thighes,& ſhinnes, 
the was carried-to:priſon halfe dead and more, the bloud 
guſhing out of her mouth amaine, and in ſo great abun- 
dance, that it could not beeotherwiſe, but that ſqmewhar 
was broken within her body : but after $.daies God deli- 
uered her from theſe rauening Lions, and ſet her with 
himſelfein cuerlaſting reſt and peace. The bruit of which 
fac the Inquilitours laboured earnellly to ſupprelle,leſt it 
ſhould be noiſed abroad among the common peoplethat 
they had ſo villanouſly torne in peeces this tender Lady 
vpon the racke; butthe beholders of this their tyranny 
could not hold it in. Now ſurely, if ſhee had been a witch, 
or a traitor to her husband , or a murderer of her owne 
children, and the temporall Magittrate had dealt ſo with 
her to make her confelle theſe horible fates, what: time 
hee wereto giue vp his rag 7 (asthe maneris) hee 
ſhould pay for it full dearely , it ſo bee chat hee had thus 
.cryelly and withoutall ceaſon entreated any perſon what- 
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ſdeuer. Yet the holy Houſe is not toyeeld accompt ofany 


ſuch matters, but may racke to death even ſuch, whom 
they themſelues after more preciſe and exact proofe;do ac- 
quit for innocents, andeſcape ſcotfree therfore,as it came 
ro paſs in theexample of this vertuous lady.For being one 
of ſuch eſtate, and of ſo good name and fame that they 
mult neceſſarily yeeld fome accompr of her caſe vnto the 
commen people, and were deſtitute of proofes ſufficient 
(though they had left no deuice or policy vnprath- 
ſed, that they could imagine) ſeeing the matter ſo appa- 
rant to all the world, that by no meanes it could bee 
diſſembled : therefore the very firſt day of their next 
Triumph , they cauſed their fentence which they had 
giuen vpon her, to be openlyread there vnto the _ 
on this wiſe : Foraſmuch as this Lady died in priſon 
(. without ſhewing how or by what meanes | warrant 
you)and vpon diligent hearing and conſideration of her 
cauſe, is found innocent : therefore the holy houſe doth 
wholly acquitand diſcharge her of all fuites and quarrels 
commenced againſt her by the Fiſcal, and dothreltore her 
ro her former eſtate of eſtimation and honour, abſoluing 
her clearely from all guilt and crime : and thereupon 
doo. command, that reſtitution be made of allſuch goods 


as were ſeifed into the Sequeſter, vnto the hands of ſuch. 


pesſons as haue right and title thereunto,&c. Thus , after 
thatthey had moſf bealtly murdered her on therack,they 
made her this goodly amends,to denounce her notguilty. 
God will one day (no doubt ) aske an accompt of this 
heir beaſtly and barbarous tyranny ,fith they maintaineir 
Yy the ſame power and authoritie in earth, which he hath 
ordeined, for thereuenge of theſe and ſuch like iniuries. 
Notwithſtanding,not long after it happened that the 


bolie honſe 'was aduiſed and fully bent to lay their baites. 


and ſpread their nets in certaine quarters there : burif they 
had not ypon better aduiſement afterward wound them 
vpagaine, they themſclues vnawares had given Rome 
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ſuch agird, as I beleeue all the Lutherans hitherto have 
not giuen it a greater, And thusit was, There were certain 
ans that were much more bulie than | beleeve th 
had thanke for , which found great fault with a foule 
companie of Monks and other religious men, for abuſing 
their auricular Confeſsion z vnder the colour thereof, 
masking with hone(t matrons and maydens that reſorted 
vnto them, making it a meanes to breake their ſutes by , 
and to compalle their purpoſes, The which thing x 
bely Howſe thought indeede worthie of conlideration and 
redreſſe, But foraſmuch as it was hard to know who 
were theſe wooers and brokers , where none was appea- 
ched ſpecially and by name ( as it happeneth ina matter 
wherein a multitude offendeth ) they cauſed proelama- 
tion to bee made throughout all the Churches within the 
prouince of Sixill verie ſoleranly , that whoſoever knew 
of their owne certaine knowledge,or had heard by report 
of others , of anie Monkes or other religious or ſpiritu- 
all perſons ( as they call them ) that had abuſed their holy 
facrament of Confeſlion , to anie ſuch abominable ates 
or enterpriſes , or that anie other ghoſtly Father had 
dealt in anie ſuch like ſort with anie of his ſhrift children, 
that euerie ſuch perſon and perſons privie to anie fuch 
matters,ſhould come in within thirtie dayes,6c ſignifie it 
tothe holy Houſe of Inquiſition ; enioining moreouer , 
yerie great penalties for ſuch as ſhould refuſe or contemne 
to come in accordingly , and to make declaration , 
what they were able to ©. The proclamation was no 
ſooner madeand publiſhed , butthere came ſuch a num- 
ber of women , onely inhabitants within the citie of $-« 
willto complaine of cheir ghoſtly Fathers, that twentic 
Notaries,and as many Inquilitors would not haue ſufhiced 
to take the names of ſuch as came in andentred their com- 
plaints :wherfore the Inquilitors, hauing moreto doe than 
well they could diſpatch, gave them other thirtie dayes 
© Tome. in and do the like. But becauſe ſo little time 
W.. 4 would 


126 A diſconery of the... 
would not ſerue (they came in ſo thick ) they gauethem ſo 
much more reſpite againe the third time : and after thar 
the fourth, and there they wcre enformed tolay a ſtraw, 
For very many honeſt matrons and of good calling, partly 
of a fooliſh feare and ſuperſtition , leſt they ſhould bee ex- 
communicated , and partly in reſpe&t of their husbands 
whom they were loth to offend and bring intoa icaloulic 
or ſuſpicion of their honelties, kept themſeluesat home, 
thinking toeſpie better ſome oportunitie to ſpeake with 
the Inquilitours apart. Whereupon they they attired them- 
ſelues with vailes or mufflers after the maner of their 
country,& went to the holy houle as priuily as they could, 
Notwithſtanding, their husbands did ſo narrowly watch 
them during all the time ofthis appeaching.thatthey could 
not podibly paſſeſo priuily but divers of them were eſpi- 
ed, whereby they occaſioned their husbands vehemently 
to fuſpe&t their honeſties. On the other {ide,it wasa iolly 
ſport to ſee the Monkes and Friers and Prieſts goevpand 
_  downehangingdowne their heads, all in dump and me+ 
lancholly,.by meanes of their guiltie conſciences, quaking 
and trewbling,and looking every howre when ſome of 
the Familiars ſhould take _ by the ſleeve, 8 callthem 
in Coram for theſe matters.lnſomuch that a number feared 
leſt as great a plague werecome among then, as the perſe- 
cution that was:ſo hot about that time again{t the Luthe- 
rans, Butthe Inquilitours perceiuing that theſe matters 
thus purpoſed, would ſound not onely to the great hin- 
derance of themſelues, bur alſo turne to the decay of 
the whole Church of Rome , and that this onely enter- 
Friſe of theirs, if it ſhould goe on and take eftet,, would 
bee enough to bring all their ſpiritvaltie into vtter hatred 
& obloquie, bur ſpecially tend to the diſcredit of their au- 
ricular confeſſion, which beganalrezdie to be but of ſmall 
account, alrhough it was a matter that otherwiſe deſerued 
both ſtraitly to be examined,and ſeuerely to be puniſhed 
yerdid they intimetake it vp, and made a lay there- 
ing 
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in,contrary to all mens expeRations: winding vpall theſe 
matters, whereof the Court was now-orderly and lawfully: 
ſeiſed. And asthe report was; the Monkes and Prieſts 
made acommon purſe, & with-a good round ſummegrea- 
fed the Pope in the hand , ſo that he was content to grant 
a general pardon roallthe whole company of Confetlors, 
of his fathierly love and atfetion towards them, remitting 

alt offences done or committed by them, & commanding” 
the lnquilitours to ſurceaſe from proceeding any further , 

but wholly toſuppreſs ſuch things as were palled alreadie, 

not ſuffering them in aniecaſe to cometolight. Howbeit 

thoſe that are priuy tothe Inquilitours dealings , fay it is 
an valikely matter,atfirming,thatifthe Pope ſhould make 
any ſuch grant, yet is the holy Inquiſition of ſuch preemi- 

nence, that if they take in handany matter of weight, 
they will not ſurceaſe vpon the Popes inhibition or 
countermanding, and that iris oftener ſeene,that their au- 
thoritie preuaileth againſt the Popes, than his: againſt 
them; as by this example following may more plainely 

appeare. 

Not paſſing two yeares before this, the Biſhop of Rome 
had by alike fooliſh part and vaawares cut the Inquilitors 
combes , by publiſhing a generall /»biy, which they call a 
gencrall charter of pardon, for the ſafetie of all Chrilten- - 
dome ; becauſe Chrilt belike did not ſufficiently provide 
therefore,belides a number of other pardons & indulgen# 
cesfor ſuch as were ſuſpeRed to be Lutherans:ſocunning- 
ly can this fellow make a gaineof the Goſpel to himlſelfs, 
And wheras he cannot auoidthe dart thatChriſt hath ſent - 
into the world to plague him withall , but that he mult be 
ſtricken therwith,he ceaſeth notto turn it ſome way to his 
owneaduantage. The words of the pardon were theſe : 
That whoſo intimepalt had been a Lutheran,and wou!d 
forſakethat {e&, mi of be abſolued thereof by his ghollly 
father, An old deuiceof the diuell, thatin as much asthere 
arpleabout the ſame time great trouble in Spaine, but ſpe- 
cially 
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cially in Sixi8the chicfe city thereof, and that a number of- 
fended therein, and began now to ſhrink from them, they 
might the morequietly and with lefſe danger _ thera 
in.obedience, going about to win them by a kindeof cle- 
mencieand mercie,though fained and counterfait y rather 
then by dealing with them (traitly or ſeverely. Howbeir, 
here was nothing found fault withall ſaue only the preiu- 
icing of the holy Houſe, whereof as it ſeemed, the Pope 
had no great regard, Whereupon,they of the Inquiſition 
being ſomwhat moued,by reaſon that that one only clauſe 
had loſtthem a good booty,contemned the Popes pardor,6c 
relifted it with might and maine, commanding perem 
torily,that no ſuch pardon ſhould be publiſhed, as hould 
turne the holy Houſcto any preiudice : by meanes wherof 
neither was it receiued ne proclaimed,Loegheer may aman 
ſee Sathan diuided 2vainſt himſclſo,and perceiue - 
that this denying of the Popes abſolute authoritie, which 
theſe good gentlemen puniſh in others with fire & ſword, 
as being a neceſſary article of our beliefe , is but a noſe of 
waxe, which they turne what way they liſt: ſo thatic ſer- 
ueth them rather in ſtead of a traptoentangle vs withall, 
then accounted of asan article of our faith, in the obſer- 
uation whereofconliſteth aur ſaluation. 

The propertie of eucrie tyrant is,ſpecially to hate both 
mercieand truth,and to vſe all crueltic andextremity that 
may be: orelſe to ſeek vtterly to be hated, when he feeth 
- there is none other meanes to vphold him, As it was faid 
ſometime by one: Whom men feargthey doe but hate. And 
-truly,ifa man bediſpoſed to mark them well,he ſhall _ 
perceiue; thatthere hath bin hitherto no tyrant, that hat 
more duely obſerued theſe lawes,nor executed them more 
cruelly,than this holy Houſe hath done,deuiling to doeall 
iniury andextremity that poſlibly they can,onely to bring 
men in feare and awe of them : ſo that they ſeem to delire 

nothing ſo much asthis that all men may fearthem, hate - 
them who dare, foraſmuch as they puniſh trifling ow, 
an 
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and matters ofno importance, yea ſuch as are fcarce blame. 
worthy, molt ſeuerely and beyondall meaſure, as by the 
examples here enſuing may molt raniteltly. 

At what time their Church was in. ſo good and. quiet 
eſtate,that the Inquiſitors had leiſure enough to rake their 
gen abroad, it chanced that the Biſhop of Tarracos. 

igh commiſſioner in the Inquiſition at Sill ( of whoſe 
holineffe I haue made mention before) walked ina ſums 
mers day for his recreation by the ſweet gardens that ſtand 
by the Riuer Guada/quenir, accompanied with all his traine 
and in hisſtate as hewas wont at diuers other times to do. 
Hard vpon the -banke of a certaine pond that was in the 
ſame garden, where my Lord Biſhop at that time was re- 
creating himſelfe, by chance there fat a littlechild playing, 
that was the gardiners ſonne, not paſſing two or three 
yeares of age, out of whoſe hands one of the Inquilitours 
Pages hapned to ſnatch a reede wherewith the child was 
ming himſelfe ſport, as children are wont to doe, 
by meanes whereofthe child cryed after his reede. Fkefa- 
ther hearing the child cry, came ſtraight-way to know the 
cauſe,andvnderſtanding,it,was ſomewhat offended there- 
withall,& prayed the Biſhops Page to giue the little child 
his reed againe : but becauſe he made little account of the 
gardiners words , proudly ſcorning.and diſdaining the 
poore man, he offred to ſnatch it from him,and by reaſon 
that he held ſomewhat hard,a ſhiver ofthe reed raccd the 
Pages hand, It was no deaths wound I wis, nor any great 
maime , ſuch as ſhould deſerue anie great puniſkment, 
but only a ſmall ſcratchylike as a broken reed could make; 
I wot not well whatto make of ir, nor howto deſcribe 
it : ſucha thing as the verie childe would haue made no 
monefyr. The Pageyet goeth to his Lord that walked 
not far off, to make complaint of this bloudſhed, Whoſe 
Lordſhip commanded, that the gardiner ſhould bee taken 
unmediately and carried to Triaxa, where hee was laden 
with irens,and there w—_ by the ſpace of nine = 
netngss 
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neths,andin the end loſt that lietle that hee had : which 
was not much God knows, and yet a hard thing:for the 
poor man to Tecouer and get before hand againe, his wife 
and children perhaps ftaruing in the mean time. And all 
this was only becauſe he had no ſpeciallregard to the Bj- 
ſhops Page, in forbearing him as-a member of the holy 
Houſe: but after the 9. moneths hee releaſed him, making 
him beleeue, that he had dealt with himin- much more 
gentle and mild ſort, than his caſe deferued. 

Thefe was alſo in Sizill a certaine.poore man thar la- 
boured for his owne liuing, and for his whole familie 
full duely and truely , and with the ſweat of his browes 
whoſe wife a certaine Church-man keptagainſt his will, 
and neyther the holy Inquiſition , nor anie other Court 
would puniſh this villanite. This poore man on a time 
being among his companions, where one of the compa- 
- Nie miniſtred talke about purgatorie,and happened totake 
his tale by the end, of meer fimplicitie, rather thenof anie 
malice, and to ſay, that hee had purgatorie enough for his 
ſhare in that a vile knaue kept his wife from him perforce, 
&c, the which talke comming to tho good Prielts eare , 
gaue him matter enough to worke vpon, and to procure 
the poore man a double diſpleaſure, Whereupcn he accu- 
ſed him to the holy Houſe, as one holding an euill opini- 
; on of purgatorie. And they thought this a great deale 
more heynous'offence, than the wicked fac of the Prielt. 
Forthe poore ſoule for this onely offence was taken and 
thruſtinto priſon; where he remained two whole yeares 
together,and at the length was: brought vpon. the llage , 
and had judgement to wear the Sambenite, by the ſpace of 
of 3. yeares more, in ſome priuate place of impriſonment; 
and after that time expired,to be diſmiſſed or further retai- 
ned as the Inquiſlitours ſhould thinke good, Neither did 
they leaue him any one groat ofall his poore ſubflance, as 
they did Jet the Prieſt alone with his harlot + but notwith- 
flanding his long impriſonmet,did likewiſe —_ that 

| ittle 


| Spaniſh Inquiſition. 131 
little that was retaining. Behold, this is the Spaniſh Inqui- 
ſition, which. ſo Ntoutly maintainerh the Chriſtian faith 
purgeth religion of herelies, and perſecutcth the teachers 
thereof, | | 


Moreouer,there was at Saint Lucars a certain ſtranger, 
howbeit ſuch a one as had remained in Spaine by the 
ſpace of twentie yeares, who ofa very blind ſuperſtition 
dwelt ina wilderneſle within a Chappell: where hearing 
it reported on atime, that a great number of Lutherans 
were dayly apprehended at S:xill by the Inquilitours, and 
that they had madean edit, whereby commandement 
was giuen vnder paine of excommunication, that euerie 
man ſhould repaireto the holy Houle with all ſpeede, and 
declare to the holy Inquilition whatſocuer hee knew ey- 
ther by himſelfe, or by anie other, concerning anie of 
theſe aforeſaid matters (for the Inquilirours meant ſpeciall 
fauour to ſuch, as voluntarily would come in and accuſe 
themſclues ) this doltiſh Hermite came rc Smell, went to 
the holy Houſe, and accuſed himſclfe before the Inqui- 
ſitours. The matter was , for that hee being ſometime 
at Geneva, had heard a certaine Frier diſpute of ſuch mats 
ters, namely,of Fuſtificatis by faich in Chri(t,of purgatorys 
and ſuch otherlike, and liked thereof verie well, though 
afterward ſince that time hee gaue no great heede to them, 
nor greatly remembred them , and therefore came now 
to confetle hisfault, and to crave their pardon, Butas 
ſoon as the Inquilitors had heard his confeſſion (perhaps 
to fill vpſome emptic room in theiriayle , or tomake vp 
their tale, wanting an odde man;they ſent the Hermite ro 
priſon, where after he had remained a ſpace, they brought 
him out vpon the ſtage, and there gaue {entencevpon him 
to weare the Sambenite, and to ſuffer three moneths impri- 
ſonment, and ro forfait all his goods, So ſhameleſle ( Loe) 
are theſe ſhauelings, that they can play ſuch prettie-pranks 
openly, and fo ſeyerely puniſh theſe ;trifles even in their 
one darlings, | 
S 2 The 
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There iſſueTalſo in the ſelfe ſame Triumph a certain 


" honeſt man a Citizen of Siwi{,withour eyther cap or cloke 
_ hauing a taper in his hand, of whom they exaRed,after he 


Had bin impriſoned a whole year together, a hundred du- 


_ *catestowardsthe charges ofthe Inquiſition. Thecanuſe of 
His trouble was, for ſaying,that thele outragious expenſes 


'beltowed in theerefting ofthoſe curious monuments (as 
they-un PP tearm them) made of paper &wickers on 
-holy Thurſday to Chriſt that is in Heauen., as alſo the o- 
'ther, that are ſpent on corp: Chriſti day (as they of Smill are 
*maragcilous exceſſive that way) ſhould bemoreacceptable 
in the (ight of God; ifthey were beſtowed vpon the poore 
in almes, or-inthe beſtowing of pooreaud fatherleſle 
*maydens in mariage,” For the which words the partie was 


| both puniſhed in this ſorry and as one ſuſpeedfor a Lu- 
 theran, abjured de vehements, 


Allo at the ſelfe.ſame time, and inthe verie ſame Tri- 
-umph there wes a certaine: poore man brought beforethe * 
people, who on a time as there chanced a-quarrell to ariſe 
berwixt him and aPrieft of Ec:ia a citie in Granata , hap- 
'ned to {ay of the-Prieſt in preſence of other , that hee 
could- not: bee perſweded, . that ever Ged would come 

downeintothe hands of that moſt abominable adulterer. 
"For the web laying , the Ordinaries deputic had puniſhed. 
'his-poore man y -howbeit the Prieſt held not himſelfe 
content tkerewithall, but-did aferwardsbeforethe Inqui- 
frours hy blaſphemie to his charge: who notwithſtan- 
"ding his former puniſhment, commanded himto be ſhut 
'vp cloſe fora years, and at theend thereof, cauſed him 
to be brought out before the people in their ſolemne Tri- 
umph without eyther cloke or cap, with a taperin his: 
:frand, having a barnacleclapped vpon his tongue to re-- 
-yenge the blaſphemie that he had vttered,and ſo wasabiu. 

"red de lews. | | \ 
_ "Among thereft, there” were alſo two brought into the 
flageat the ſame time; both young men and ſtudents; The / 
ons: 
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one for writing in his ables certaine verſes, the author 
wherof was vnknowne: which were ſo cunningly.contri- 
ned , that they ſeemed to. ſound both wayeseyther to the 
great praiſe or dilpraiſe of Luther,as it pleaſed the reader to 
conſrue them : for the which onely cauſe hee endure! a 
whole yeares impriſonment, and was afterwards brought 
vponthe ſcaffold in his hoſe and dubler,bare-headed wh 
2 waxetaper inhis hand, and banifled Sill and the ſub- 
urbes thereoffor 3.yeares ſpace, and abiured de /exs, The 
other onely for-taking a copy of thoſe verſes, liking them 
well for the deuice ſake and prettie invention, had the like 
iudgement; ſaue onlythat in ſtead of baniſhment, he paid 
200, ducatestowardsthecharges of the holy Houſe. 
With ſuch-examples as theſe be, a man mightealily fill 
whole volumes , but that] ſuppole theſero bee ſufficient 
which are already reported, to occupy mens eares withal, 
that they may vnderſland & ſee a great ſort ofmore ſtrange 
parts than-theſe, .which the holy Houſe playeth dayly, 
whereby appeareth moſtmanifelty, by what ſpirit they.are 
guided and gouerned-in all their- doings; and whar their 
intent is, and how-good their title is whereby they claime 
and challenge to the place it ſelfe the name of the holy 
Houſe,to themſelues the titlesof holy Fathers 2nd. Patrons 
ofthe Faith : wherewith they haue bleared-mens eyes hi- 
therto : ſo thatit is ealie for everieman to iudge. whether 
Chriſtian godlineſle & thetrue knowledge and worſhip= 
ping of God, with rhekingdome of Chriſt (the.perfe&t 
comforrof allgood men) be by theſe meanes encreaſed & 
enlarged, or rather not detroied, ſcattered and ſubuerted : 
and Sathans kingdome thatis-built vpon lyes , wrought 
with craft and ſubtiltie, ypholden and maintained by cru- - 
eltie,robberie, and murther of many good & godly men ; 
whether I ſay it be nothereby more amplified & enlarged. . 
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 . Certarne ſpeciall treatiſes upon diners godly Martyrs 
Chriſt , who dying very conſtantly like _ Cinftints 4 
the profeſcion of the Goſpel, yet the Inquifiters notwith- 
 ſtandmg deniſed to defame and ſlarder them 
with Apoltacie and rewolting, 


"He TInquilitours thinke it not ſufficient to execute 
ſuch by moſt cruell death, as contemning all their ty- 
rannie,rewaine firme and conſtant in the wobion of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, before their faces and in open Courtybut 


 ſeekby all meanes pollible as much aslierh in them,vtter 


to extinguiſh inthemrhelife of their ſoules, which is Chrilt 
leſus dwelling intheir hearts by faith, of whom they haue 


| declared themſchues to be faithfull Confetlours as well af 


their death as in their life : For when they ſee all their poli- 
:es void and to haue none effe, becaule Chriſt taketh in- 
to his mightie proteQion and ſafegard all his ſeruants, 
ſorhat no man is able'to take them out of his hands (as he 
faith himſelfe): then deuiſethey meanes to rob them as 
much as in them lyeth of their name and renowne of con- 
fancie , by ſcattering abroad falle tales and miſreports of 
them after their deaths, yea ſometimes ere they be dead, as 
they ſtand vpon the (tage, clapping their engines vpornt 
their tongues, becauſe they ſhould not contrarie ther, re- 
porting by them,that they have forſakentheir former faith, 
and returned to the Romiſh religion. 

And this is a double deuiceot the diuels owne brain,for 
two ſpeciall conſiderations, which doe euidently proue 
that they areaſlilted by his wicked ſpirit. For hereby they 


doe not onely robthe Martyrs themſelves of their due de- 


41; ſerued praiſe fortheir conſtancie and perſeucrance : but al- 
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fo the Church of Chrilt is ſpoiled of thoſe examples , 


wherin ſhe ſhould otherwiſe retoice,in making her recko« 

ning, Therefore (ith that in divers Ads of faith ( as 

they tearm them) they haue dealt in this ſort with —_ 
O 
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of whoſe conftancieGod hath many wayesaffured vs : it 
will beexpedient. that vnto this former treatiſe I doe alſo 


adde, ſeerall and-particular hiſtories, to the intent 
that the honour andeſtimation that is dueto good and 
godly Mattyrs, may be yeelded vnto them accordingly, & 
the Church likewiſe reioice as ſhe hath good caule : laltly, 


| that the memorie of them may be preſeryed and-kept;both 


to the glorie of God , the increaſeof his Church, and the 
vtter ſhame and confulion of this theirholy Houſe, 


Tohn Pontio de Leon. 


I the firſt ſelfion holden at Siwill againſt the Profeſſours 
of Chriſtian religion (whom they call Lutherans) there 
was brought forth in the triumph at the ſametime,one ob 
Pontiode Leon, ſonneto Rhoderico Pontio de Leon |'arle of Ba: 


len, borne of a noble Houſe, anda very good goſpeller, ay , - -* 


well for his learning and knowledge , as for the praftice 


' thereof, with the continuance of many yeares , as I my 


ſelfe amable to make report for the great: familiaritie and 
acquaintance that | had with hima long ſeaſon, and theres - 
fore (if need were ) could giuea true and a faithful reſti- 
monie thereof ( before God [ ſpeake it ) but that all that 
ever knewhim, orthat had occaſion to marke his con- 
uerſation, will with one conſent ( I dare ſay ) teſlifie the 
ſame, Among other vertues that appeared to beein him 
vnfainedly and without hypocrilie, he was lingular in one 
thing, in that he had an exceeding loue & compallion to- 
wards his poor & needy brethre:inſomuch that being left 
very wealthie by his father,able to continuethat port that 
his Anceſtors kept , fell by ſuch meanes almoſt into ftarke 
beggery:howbeitſuch as was to him neither noiſome nor 
grieuous, Notwithſtanding,divers haue given their blind 
and fooliſh verdits of him thereforezattributing that to fol- 
ly & prodigalitie,which he did ofa rare & [ingular vertue. 


But lince heliued {o well that none could juttly fo much 
( as 
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as ſuſpeft any euill example of life to be in him, and many 
were in their extremities rclicued by his goodnefle: be- 
lides this, accepted in ſo good part his poor & hardeſtate, 
as by all mens judgements he did very patiently, andin 
ſuch ſort as a great deale meaner men would ſcarce have 
taken a farre better eſtate than hee was. in theſe things 
mult needs be cuident proofes of a ſingular grace of God 
to be in himzand ſucha perfeR kind of vertue as was void 
of all hypocriſie, Yet in recompence of that ſingular pitty 
& compaſſion which he ſhewed in this world towards 0- 
thers, he was apprehended by the Inquiſitours for profeſ- 
. ſing the Goſpel, and after he had manfully maintained his 
quarrell againſt their malicious falſhoeds during the time 
of hizimpriſoament (which was the ſpace of two or three 
moneths) whether it were the very extremitie of their tor- 
ments that enforced him, or their faire and flattering pro- 
miſes-of ſafetie and deliverancethat allured him , but hee 
ſhrunke at the length and yeelded, where erlt hee was in- 
uincible , ſtooping and ſubmitting himſelfe ro the obedi- 
ence of the. Romiſh Church. Theficſt that ever enticed 
him ſo ſhanaghully to reuolr, was one of theſe ſtinging and 
venemous flies whom they had calt into priſon with him 
in matieras hath beene already. declared : who being a 
man verie well learned, and beſides. that 2 deepe dilſem- 
bler, did rather -by his cunning enchantments bewitch 
him , than by any force of reaſons diſſwade or ſeduce him, 
Howbeit though God ſuffered him fo to fall for a while , 
that hee might ſomewhat vnderſtand the frailtie of man, 
and ſenſibly feele it in himſelfe , yet (till remembring his 
owne word and promiſe, that none ſhall take anie of his 
flocke from ,vnder his hands, did not-long time tlius 
leaue him ro himſelfe , but railing him vp againe moſt 
mightily,reſtored vato him the doubleſtrengrh that he had 
before. For the very night immediately before his exe- 
cution hee did moſt manfully defend che truth againſt his 
.Confeſlor in the hearing of divers as well a 


ſo the Officers of the holy Houſes forat ſuch times , their 
confeſsion is not meer auricular : inſfomuch that being 
demanded by the Prieft whether he would bee ſhriuen or 
no, where before the time of his apprehenſion and impri- 
ſonment hee vſed commonly to goe to ſhrift, he now re- 
fuſed, rebuking the Prieſt for his labour, And being vr- 
ed with his former doings, anſwered , that heedid it to 
eruethe weaknelle of his brethrengand for feare of offence 
 tothem thatas yet were not proceeded {o farre, and yet 
made hischoice of his gholtly father ſo as his ſhrift was 
morelike a godly collation,than a popiſh confeſsion :Ma- 
ry now (faith he)as thecaſeſtandeth x needeth no ſuch 
yeelding. The next day, when ſentence was pronounced 
vpon him,were openly read theſe articles among others , 
for the which he was chiefly and principally condemned, 
Firſt thathe ſhould ſay, that hee from the bottome of his 
heart abhorred the Idolatrie that was committed in the a- 
doration of the bread,& therfore ſo oft as it was his chance 
to meet it, being caried abroad to lick perſons, hee eyther 
turned ſome __ by-way,and auoided it,or elſe haſted ſo 
that he forewent it, becauſe he ſhould otherwiſe haue bin 
enforced todoe vnto it ſome kinde of worſhip or honour 
and at many times chancing to bee in the high Quierz 
would turne his backe becauſe hee would not behold the 
eleuation,and for the moſt part vied to goe to the place 
where execution was accultomably done, (like as was 
Smithfield here in London)and there would walk agood 
ſort of turnes,to the end, that by continuall meditation of 
the martyrdome, but ſpecially of that faithfull and glori- 
ousconfeſtion, which the wicked of this world by force 
and tyranny cauſed the godly thereto make viito Chriſt 
(by thus acquainting himſelfe with the place) hee might 
berhe more emboldned , looking one day to be called 
thither, and ſo ſhould in the meanetime prepare himſelfe, 
patiently to take it when it came, Likewiſe,at ſuch times - 
3 by order he ſhould recejue his —_—_ (as they ſay) _ 


Spaniſh Inquiſition. ty 7 


— | | l 
* 238 A difconery of the 
fed to remoue his houſhold, and to ſend them toſome o- 
ther place, making them belecue at their returne that hee 
had ſo done, becavſe they ſhould not be offended to ſee 
him take fuch libertie. But the efteRt of his confeſſion 
mor20er was this : that rhe iuitification of a Chriſtian 
man relteth only in the merirs of lefus Chriſt through on- 

faich in him,and that other purgatory there was none, 

As forthe Popes pardons and indulgences, they were but 
meer parchment and lead, & he very Ancichrilt, &c, con- 
cerning wy ſelfe (faith he) 1 am not only willing,but deſi- 
rous to dye & ready to ſuffer any other puniſhment for this 
truth which I haue confeſſed, eſteeming of this world-and 

| the treaſyres thereof in none other reſpe,then for my ne- 
ceſſary vies,to ſerue my neceflity, and thereſt to'beltow in 
the maintenance and ſetring forward ofthe ſame doArine 
which | haue of late profeſſed : & therefore | beſeech God 
fl dayly vpon my knees both for my wife and children, that 
- they may all continue in this quarrel] ro the very death, 
Howbeitthe holy Houſe labored earneſtly by all means,to 
| * depraue him, & therwithall, ro deprive him of the duec6- 
| mendation for that notable cofeffion made by him,ſprea- 
ding abroad falſc tales of his fall and departure from his 

late profeſſion,moſt ſpightfully and malicioufly. Notwith- 
ſtanding I am able in few words to confute them, enen by 
thisoneargument, that inthe exemplifications web they 
£ cauſed to be made of ſuch matters as were done and paſſed 
1 inthat aQ or ſeſsion,being not very circumſpeR,they haue 
i vnawares told the plaine truch themſeluesgoing about to 
? fer outthe offences & puniſhments ofthis good man, con- 
tained in theſe words , which are extant vnro this day : 
Tohm Pontio de Leon was burned as an Obſlinate Lutheran 
hereticke. The which word of it ſelfe,to fuch as doubt of 
} the parties conſtancie, is 'vccafion fuffictent to ſuſpe& the 
4 © Faquifitors craftieand deceitfull dealing. But as for vs,his 
good conuerfation,whereof divers can bear witmeſfe,harh 
creditand perſwalion enough of itſelfe.. © - 4 
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Tohn Gonſalne 4 Preacher, 


Here was executed likewiſe , atthe ſametime & Tri- 
. umph,acertaine Preacher that ſome time had been 
Prieft, but at that time no- great Clerke: yet afterwards a 
man of very godly life and converſation, and one that be- 
came very well learned inthe ſcriptures, whence onely hee 
laarned true Godlineile, giuing oner all that Sophilticall 
and Dunlicall divinitic , wherein hee had ſpenca great 
dealeof time very idly. Inall his ſermons hee bent-hijs 
whole force to beatinto'mens mindes the true way an 
meanes of our luſtification to conlilt in Chrilt alone, and 
in ſtedfalt faith in him, all the merits of man quite aban- 
doned and ſet apart, His name was Jobn Gonſalze, But 
of ſuch profeſsion, there could enſue none other effe& 
than did. As for his confeſsion , by the Inquiſitours 
ownereports,it was all one with the former that Joby Pow- 
tio made, ſo that it fell out accordingly , that as before 
timesthey were joined together in-familiaritie and friend. 
ſhip, they ſhould alſo now bee linked cogether in like pro- 
felsion, and makethelike ends. Howbeit the night before 
his death, preparing himſelf to dye,he ſuffered a great con- 
flit with his Confeffours ; whom nutwitllanding after 
much adoo on both ſides, hee ſent away with ſhame & 
nough. And at his departure out of the Caſtle Triaxa, to- 
wards the ſcaffold, accompanied with two of his owne (i 
ſters that went to rhe ſame fea't that he did, leauing alſo 
behind him two of his brechren, whereof the «ne and his 
mother werein like caſe executed at che next at, yet did 
he fhew himſcIfe ro be of a notable courage & contancy, 
For at the very firlt ftep,i(ſuing out of the cafe gare and 
ſtandingin the tull view ofall the people,which had heard 
him ar So times make very many godly fermone,he hee 
gan witha loud voice rorecite the 106. Pſa], Dems /andens 
mean ne rtacueris, crc. curling & condemning all hypocrits 
as the worlt ſort of peoplet _ Neither changed - 
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A Diſconery of the 
his countenance any thing at all afrer hee was mounted 


vpon theſtage, albeit they had ſtocked his tongue; becauſe 
he began ſomewhat to comfort one of his liſters , whom 


' he knew to be tender of nature, exhorting her to conftan- 


cie and perſeuerance, Alſo when his ſentence was in rea- 
ding he gaue very good care vnto it, being nothing there- 
withall diſmaicd, eyther at the degradation , whereunto 
they ſetled themſelues after their maner very ſolemnly, or 
at the putting on of ſuch ornaments and enlignes as were 
appointed for him & his mates. The which things tho 
they ſeemed in the eyes of the world very odious, & much 
founding to his rebuke and infamie , yet in the light of 
God and his Angels, were beautifull (no doubt) and glo. 
rious. To wit : they deſpoiled him of thoſe vile and wic- 
ked Maſzing robes, and arayed him with a Sambenire, a 
cope, and a paper hatte, But night drawing on, and ſuch 
as ſhould ſuffer being comeinto the place of execution , 
_—_—_— all commanded to fay their Credo, the which 
each of them did ſeuerally : and when they .came to that 


*-- article: / beleewe the holy Catholick, Church , they were alſo 


commanded to adde therunto the Church of Rome, Bur 
there they ſlaied all at once. Then were the Monkes.and 
Friersin hand with John Gonſalues liſters and other women 
then preſently to be executed, that they would addeit in 
their belief, and in that article put in the Church of Rome. 
Who anſwered,that they would doe as /vh» Gonſalne did, 
not becauſe they depended vpon him , or were doubtfull: 
eyther what to ſay themſclues, or elſe what he would doe, 
but to the intent that his tongue might by that-meanes 
bee looſed, that hee might declare his minde as. well con- 
cerning that article, as the reſt of his whole beliefe, 
——_ hauing his. tongueat liberty,like a good and 
podly {choolmailter he. comforted them, willing. them to. 
of goodcheer,& told them there was no moteto be ad- 
ded. Immediatly after this confeſsion thus by them made, 
they broketheir necks with a trice, erethe fire weretkind- 
| led 
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led; and forthwith began td noiſe abroad, that they had 
added thoſe words ofthe Romiſh Church in that article of 
their beliefe, accordingly as they were willed to doe, and 
ſo departed,acknowleding and confeſsing the Church of 
Rometo be thetrue and Catholick Church. 


Of foure women of Siuil, 


- the —_—— at Sixill, which the Inquiſitours had 
wellnigh conſumed by tire, among thoſethat had been 
a long time profeſſours of thetruth, there were foure wo- 
men molt notable and fawous aboue the reſt,” for their 
good & godly conuerſation. That is to {ay: 1ſabella Vaenia, 
Maria Vireeſia, Cornelia,and one Bohorquia youngelt of the 
four:for ſhe was ſcarcely 2 2. years of age, & yet for yertu« 
ous conuerſation comwparableto her other fellowes : but 
in the knowledge of holy Scriptures, which ſhee had -got« 
ten by continuall reading,and ſtudying , and conference 
with godly and learned men ( whereof there were in- $5- 
#ill a great number at that tiine ) ſhee became fo lingular, 
that ſhee did not onely farre exceede and ſarpatle her fel- 
lowes, but many of our Maifters thatare taken for great 
learned Clerkes, whom in the time of her impriſonment 
ſhee draue oftentimes to the wall, by their owne confeſs{- 
on, and made them aſhamed of themſelyes, But Vaeris 
the firſt woman was a Matron for maners, and her houſe a 
Schoole of vertue, and a place of reſort, wherethe congre« 
gation aiſembled to ling Pſalms and hymnes to God borhs- 
dayand night, Nothing was there aw nothing 
doneof hypocrifie and diſsimulation,all was pure& per- 
fe religion, Atthelaſt, the time being come that God 
had appointed for them,'to bee madereadyand ripe for 
him, and foto be both'aptand ableprofeffors of his name 
and truth, the |nquiſitors ſentforthem,& at one draught: 
caught theſe foure with diuers other of their neigh-- 
bours, The firſt thing that hs WE this ———_— 
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ſuch carnelt ſtudy of the Scriptures, was a little s kill which 
ſhe hadin the Latin tongue, wherein it was lawfull to read 
tlieScriptures,both as often,and as long as ſhe liited;being 
reſtrained and forbidden,that in no caſe the common peo- 


| plc ſhould readthem in their own tongue. Yea her ſchool- 


maiſter D. Gi/es,a man whom ſhe did ipecially chuſefor his 
ſingular integritie of life, as well as for his excellent lear- 
ning, was wontto giue this teſt: monie of her, that he ne- 
ver came into her companie but he learned ſomewhat,and 
ſo departed thence alwaies beticr learned than hee 
caine. During the time of her impriſonment, the Monks 
and Dominicanes had great diſputations with her, mar- 
veiling 2s much at rhe paſsing excellencie of her witin an- 
ſwering all their ſubtill and ſophiſticall obicRions, and 
(as it were) cutting them ſo quickly with the ſword of 
Gods word, as alſo at the wonderfull memorie which ſhee 
hadin citing the holy Scriptursſo readily : inſomuch that 
after they had done diſputing & reaſoning with her, they 

every good teſtimonies ofher conſtancy and ſober be- 

Gur, albeit they termed it by the names of wilfulneſſe 
and obſtinacie, After they had kept hera long time in that 
darke dungeon, andithere cauſed herto endureall thecru- 
ell and extream tormentsthat might be (by means wher- 
of they forced her toconfeile of her owne lifter, that ſhee 
waealſo one of the ſame religion: which was the occaſion 
Grit of her filters impriſonment, & ſo conſequently of her 
death,being murthered moſtrruelly among thoſe villains 
by extreame torments) they brought her forth vpon the 
ſcaffold,with diuers other godly men & women, wherof I 
made mention before. Howbeit ſhe came in ſuch ſort azone 
raking a ſemblance of ioy and mirthand conqueſt ouer 
the holy Inquiſition, rather then otherwiſe. The which 
ſtrange countenance of mirth:; for ſo much as it was 
rare to ſee im-her, and vnaccultomed, vttered by fing- 
ing Palmste God, the Inquiſitours of ſpite and malice, 
ſought to alter into another tune, by ſetting a Barnacle 
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on her tongue in the way as ſhe went,which notwithftan- 
ding erethey came tothe ſcaffold they did vndoo againe. 
When they had read their ſentence vpon hervpenly, and. 
given judgement of death, the Inquiſlttours asked hex whe- 
ther ſhe would recant yea or no, acknowledging her here- 
fies which heretofore ſhee had moſt willfully maintained, 
Wherunto ſhe anſwered them roundly , that neither ſhee 
would,nor truely could confetſe fo much. And fo from 
thence ſhe patſed with her other companions ro the place 
of execution accompanied with theſe hypocrites, ftill cal- 
ling vpon her and her fellowes by the way tvadde che 
Church of Rome in the article of their creed : bur ſhee 
amony the reit molt ſtoutly withſtood them Notwithſtan- 
ding,the abominable viilains,to the intent to blemiſh their 
good name and renoune by. their moſt villanonstreche- 
ries, ftrangled them with halters, as thongh they had'at 
their laſt houresreturned to the Romiſh Church : In con» 
ſideration whereof, the Inquilitours taking pity on thern, . 
would not ſuffer them ( ay they ) to bze_burned quicke. 
Moreover,their tyranny did alſo extend to the very walles 
wherethelc holy afſemblies and congregations were'kept. 
For there was fpeciall commaundement giucn”, that | 
houſe wherein Yaenia dwelt, ſhould bee razed to the earth, 
fromthe very foundation , and conuerted to a perpetuall 
wait ground, and in the middelt of the plaran inſcription 
to be ſetin marble ; for the wicked and idolatrovs pgeneras* 
tion, a monument of many misdeedes, but to the God! A; 
perperuall: memoriall of the true ſervants of God}, "in 
whom Chrilt did moſt eruely and perfectly dwell. + 


: Ferdinando 4 Sarito Toanne. 


—=— man likewiſe was one of the chiefe and mo” 
worthy members of the ſame congrepation; I meane 
for the true feare of God that was in him his ſingular ho- 
neſly , histeruent aridexceeding zeale of doing good _ 
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ty, not in reſpeRof his parentage, or any curiolity about 
his body, or otherwile in his behaviour or ſpeech. A 


young man indecde, yetfor integrity of life, very notable 


and famous, Prelident of the Houſe of learning ( as they 
rermeit) and choſen therunto by the iudgementsof many 
godly men that were firlt founders thereof, to inſtruct 
and reach the youth in the Colledge called the Colledge 
of children, Inthe which office after he had remained by 


. the ſpace of 8. yeares, to his great commendation, he was 


perceived to bee a Lutheran , thatistoſay,a man confor- 
med to the very paterne of true and perfe& piety : where- 
yato alſo ( as his duty required)he had wroughthis ſchol- 
lers, as muchas lay in him todo ina time of ſo great per- 
ſecution and tyranny» But his reward for his paines, it we 
reſpet mans recompencing, was much like vnto that 
which the common ſort-of thankleſs people yeeld a man 
for his gooddeſerts: but reſpeRing faith, ſuch as Chriſt 
foretold his diſciples that they ſhould find among men. 
For, being moſt terribly tormented vpon the leobit or 
the Trough,and ſo ſhaken in euery ioynt, that when hee 
was taken down thence hee was not of (trength able to 
moue any part of his body : notwithſtanding thoſe vil- 
lains the tormenters tooke and drew him by the heeles in 
this plightall alongto his priſon, as it had beene a dung- 
acke or any carrion. The occalion why the Inquiſirours 
dealt ſoextremely with him, wasfor anſwering them ſom- 
what roundly and homely, without relenting or yeelding 
vntothem onejote.Howbeir, during the time of this (trait 
impriſonment, God vſed him as a meane to comfort and 
ereQacertaine yong man called Aſorzilio, a Monke of 
the cloyſter of Saint /fidore, laid in for profeſling the goſpel 
openly, whoby meanes of the [nquilitours faire and Batte- 
ng promiſes, hada little before relented and yeelded ſom- 
whatin religion. The which thing ( no doubt ) wasthe 
ordinance of God, that theſe two ſhould be matched to- 


his neighbours without any regard of his own commodi- 


Sparifþ hwquifition. ay 
erin one priſon. Forthis Ferdinands , perceiving the 
oa Nouice to faint in courage, rebuked him ſharply;ac- 
cuſed him of cowardiſe before God, & driving him 
by to repentance: confirmed and (trengthned him ae the 
length: So that within few daies Aforz:{o prayed tocome 
to his anſwer, and before the Inquiſitors, then and there, 
ſolemnly renourced that recantation which he had lately 
made, deliring that his former confeſſion might-ſtand z 
the which hee tookets bee very Chriſtianlike, Yet was þ 
he firangled at the very ſame time, and afterward burned 
marry whether he died in Gods fauour or the Inquilitors, 
that knoweth God alone. But to rerurne to Ferdinand, 
Afterſentence was giuen , the ms demanded of 
kim, whether he were determined ſtill co c6rinue the ſame 
man, and to affrme the ſame herelies. Whereunto hee 
anſwered them verie roundly and bluntly (afrer hisfaſhi- 
on)inthe hearing of allthe people, that hee had vetered 
nothing but the very pure and perfeQ Goſpel, and the 
true belief of a Chriftan man , and therefore was far from 
accounting them herefies, Whereupon im p chey 
tooke away from him a croile of wood which had 
thrult betwixt his fingers & the cord that bound his 
and therewithall clapped a Barnacle vpon his tongue 
which remained therevntill the Gre had conſumedit,and 
thus was he burned quicke,. 


Iuliano Ferdinands, 


1p is a wonderfull thing T aſſure you for a man to conſi- 
der , that in ſo wearyiſh athing as this /u/ia»0 was and 
ſo poore, that a man would think he had nothing lefrbue 
«kin and bone, there ſhould beſo great courage andflout- 
nefle of [tomack : but that the holy Prophet ſaith,and daily 
experience bclides confirmeth, that God hath oftentimes 
choſen the weaklings of the world to confound the ſtrong 
and mighty. For this ſame /x/iano the little (as — 
V e 
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he was called for the ſmalnefleofhis ſtature) being in Ger- 
manie withour all the Inquiſitours, reach, and there con- 
verſant with mph men , among whom hee came 
tothe knowledge of true and perfect godlines,by the afli- 
ftance of the Holy Ghoſt, rather then by any mans per- 
ſwaſion or counſell, tooke in handavery waightie and a 
dangerous enterpriſe: to wit, the tranſporting into Spain 
of ewo great dryfattes full of Bibles printed in the Spaniſh 
tongue z ſuch was the feruencie of his zeale to. publiſh 


| and ſet abroad thelight of+the Goſpelin his owne coun» 


trey. Inthe which attempt and enterpriſe, there was a 
great cauſe of feare,as if hee had vndertaken to bring in 
cart-loades of Scorpians or other more venemous 

the hypocrites had ſo Ropped all ventes, and made a re- 
ftcaint in pantpert becauſe no maner of light or vnder- 
Randing ſhould by any meanes come ynto them.Notwith- 
ſtanding all this,God ynder his mighty proteion,and by 
his owne fafeconduR, broughtthat holy burthen thither, 
and that which was moſt miraculous of all, ſo prouided, 
thatit was both landed and diſcharged within the walls of 
Savill; where were ſuch bulie ſearchers & catchpole prying 
in euery corner,that a man might with a great deale more 
caſe haue deceived Arg for all his = » of the Cow 
which hee had incharge to keepe. The which dew of 
Gods grace ſent vnto them ſo ſeaſonably, that Paradiſe of 
the Lords did moſtioyfully and thankfully receiue,wher- 
by the fruit (no doubt) grew to ripeneſle, and became 
more plentifull againſt the time of harueſl and rea ping. 
For at the laſt this matter broke out, and came to the In- 
quilirours knowledge: firſt by meanes of a fooliſh fellow, 
morefearfull 2 great deale than need was , and afterwards 
by an vnfaithfull brother, pretending to profelle the Gof- 


| peb wherein he ſeemed to haue profited reaſonably well, 


tſhortly after ſhewed himſelfe to be a Iudas,and a cham- 
pion for the Inquiſition, cloking & colouring his malici- 
offelizion, & 

by 
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that meanes betraied the whole _—_— h 

T7 Inquiſttors well noſed like the divell, an finding alit- 
tle, followed on fo farre,cill at the length they. {prung the 
whole couie, found the neaſt, tooke both young and old, 
and ſo madehauoke ofall. And this was the firſt rouzing 
they had, which brokethat holy heard , that was ſo 

in number, that the huntersthemſclues at the firſt were a- 
fraid of them, and the ſpoile of them ſuch afterwards, that 
they filled all their larders, & were enforced further to ſeek 
for other cellersto beſtow them in,and to cauſeſo many 0- 
nens to be heated,that they were almoſt queched with the 
fuer of the Deare. For there weretaken at Swill at that one 
time $00, & 20. of them orthereabouts, roſted at one fire, 
Among the which,this /zliavo was one of the firſt that was 
apprehended and ſent to priſon, where he lay continually, 
(Slicarie and without any companie , laden with irons a- 
boue 3. whole years. By means wherof,there were dayly, 
divers and ſundry ſights to be ſeen. Howbeirt the conſtan- 
cy of this man was ſo great and fo wonderfull,that the tor- 
menters themſelues, were ſooner wearied,than he ynpaci- 
ent for all his torments; and notwithſtanding his weake * 
and wearyiſh bodie, yet alwayes remained of ſufficient 
ſtrength in minde to abide all their tyrannie, inſomuch 
that hee neuer departed from the racke with worſe cheere 
or leſſe courage, then hee was of at his entrance: fo that 
all their torments,all their theatnings, and all extreamitie 
which they could doe or praftiſe vpon him, did not 
make him yeeld or ſhrinke oneiote, burthat returning 
from the racke, or rather drawne thence by other of his 
fellow-priſons , - hee would fignifie vnto them, how hee 
had conquered and confounded his enemies , linging on 
this ſort : Vencidos van los frayles,vencides van : Corridos van 
los lobos : Corridor vey, As much to ſayin Engliſh as thus. 
The Monkes depart vanquithed, they depart vanquiſbed : 
the Wolues doe fiye with ſhame, fiye with ſhame, 
Butlong before this — hee was much —— 
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the firſt dayes of hearing with the Monkes,and other fuch 
maintainers of iniquitic as they are ; by whom the Inqui- 
firours, being vtterly valearned themſclues, vie to controle 
and ouecrtule hereticks, From whom fo oftas hee retur- 
ned, he delighted alwayes ro ling that ſong, in token of 
triumph ouer his adverſaries. And on the greatand ſo- 
Iemne day oftheir Doom,being brought out of his priſon 
into the Court of the Call{e 7754», tobe apparelled with 
ſuch trinkets as are appointed for perſons condemned 
(like as other of his companions were) the report is, that 
with 2 maruellous good courage and countenance hee be- 
gan to exhort them.in this wiſe. My brethren be of good 
cheere, thisisthe howre wherein we mult be faithfull wit- 
neffes to Godand his truth before men, like-as it becom- 
meth the true ſeruants and ſouldiours of Chriſt, and with- 
tn this little while wee ſhall have him ready to witneſſe 
with vs againe, and ſhall within few howres triumph with 
him in Heauea-for.cuer, But immediately,as hee was ma- 
king this good and godly exhortation, the villaines ſet a 
Barnacle on his tongue, and ſo hee went to his execution, 
Howbeit ſtanding vpon the ſtep whereon they that are to 
be executed vſeto land, being notable in wordsto vtter 
the courage & conltancie of his mind in the patient ſuffe- 
ranceofalltheſe tormers for the Goſpels ſake & the profeſ- 
ſion thereof, heexpreſied noleſſein geltures and behaui- 
our, Firſt, kneeling downe, and kifcing the ſtep whereon 
hee ſtood: and afterwards being vol to the ſtake, and 
couered vp to the head andeares with fagots, did diuers 
and ſundry times. ſhripke bis head into the middeft of 
them,as one molt willing to receiue his death, & deſirous 
to haſten the ſam#, whereby, like a good ſouldiour of 
Chriſt, hee did very well foreſee and prouideto haue his 
confeſsion notified, and the infirmitie and weaknefſe of 
his feeble brethren,ifany ſuch there were among them; hol- 
pen and remeditd, encouraging them by theſe lignes and 
tokens which he gauethemzboth ſledfaltly to ſtand to _ 
| rut 
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truth,and lightly to eſteeme of the puniſhment) There was 
alfo preſent with him at his death one D. Ferdin ando Rodris 
gui, a falſe Apoſtle,whoſe importuniry being nor able any 
thing to remove him from his proteſhon , cauſed it toap- 
peare in the eyes of men,{fo much the more glorious: who: 
ſuppoling that the terrors of death would ſomewhat haue 
di{maied him, obtained leaue ofthe chiefe officerzthathis 
tonguenight be looſed,vpon hope that he would lignifie 
his conuerlion tothe common people by word of mouth, 
Howhbeit it fell out quite contrary. For immediatly after _ 
that his tongue wasat liberty, this /»/iaze made as plaine 
and folemne a proteſtation of his faith, as cuer he did at a- 
ny ether rime in all his life. As for his friend and acquain= 
tancethatgaue him ſo evil eounſell, ſpeaking flatly again(t 
his owneconſcience (as he knew full well) hee gaue him 
ſuch an Item, and ſo tooke him vp for ſlumbling, that the 
villain hauing nota word to anſwer him for very ſhame, 
to the end to be even with him ſome other way , fell into 
» this outcry & exclawation. O that Spain,the conquerer 
zz and dame ouer ſo many countries, ſhould be thus trou- 
», bled with ſuch a caitife. Kill him,kill him, And I warrant 
you there were butchers enow ready to doe as hee bad 
them, and to giue him his deaths-wound, The rumor alſo 
was {pred of this man, that he had likewiſe recanted du- 
ring the time of his being in priſon : but God be thanked 
i fell out in theend far otherwiſe, 


Tohn de Leon a Monke of Saint Ifidors cloiſter. 


His man at the firſt was but a taylor in Mexico thatfa- 

L mous Citieinthe Well Indies,called Nowa Hiſpania,6e 

at his returnethence to Sivill againe, feltin his conſcience 
(as many good men doe) a certaine feare of God, though 
blind and not proceeding of knowledge, whereby hee 
was moued to become a Monk. Yet his hap was ſuch by 
(ods good meanes, who did ſo provide for his deſperate 
V 3 attempt, 
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attempt, that he entred into Sainc Ifidors cloiter ic Sill, 
wherein the greater part of the couent at that time was 
well affected in religion, Bur after he bad been ſchooled 
there by the ſpace of rwo or three yearey, and conuer- 
{ant among them,hee began to bee wearie of this monkiſh 
and ſolicaric kinde of life , ſeeking meanes to forſake his 
order , as hee did indeede: colouring the matter with his 
continuall diſpoſition to lickneſſez and yet being once 
out, had ſuch a deſireto talke with his former ſchoolmai- 
ſters, thathad inſ(truted him inthe trucand perfeR reli- 
gion, that hee returned thicher againe, for conference ſake 
and fortheir companie. But all in vaine. Forin the time 
of his abſence; all they for whoſe reſpe& hee entred into 
that ilfauored order onceagaine, hadleft their coules, and 
were fled into Germanie. Whereupon hee perceiving 
thatthere was no place of aboad for him, determined to 
alter his purpoſe G ſoone as hecould certainly learn what 
was become of his old companions , and whither they 
were gone, But here perhaps ſome evill diſpoſed per- 
fons will call hima double Apoſtara in forſaking his or- 
der twice. Marry the wiſerſort will give him double 
honour therefore, and account him the godlier man two 
toone. Therefore trudging after his fellowes , and (as 
it were) tracing them, he met with atthe length at 
Franckford with much ado,both for the painfulneſſe of his 
journey &the perils of os rw thence went with 
them to Geneus, to meet with thereſt of his acquaintance 
| that were ſerledthere, About the ſame time,by meanes 
of Queene Maries ſuddaine death, and that the crown of 
England deſcended vpon themoft gracious Lady Queen 
Elizabeth , they of the Engliſh congregation , that by 
occaſion of rhe latetyrannic were diſperſed here and there 
in Germanie, were by Gods good grace called home a- 
gaineinto their owne countrey : wherupon divers Spani- 
ards that ſoiorned at Genes, thinking England a meeter 
place for their congregation,did accompanie the Engliſh- 
mens 
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men, that returned homewards into England, and for their 
more ſafety diuided themſclues into ſeuerall companies, 
For the [nquiſitours tooke the departure of the Monkes in 
{o euill part,aſwell in reſpe& of forſaking their order, as re- 
nouncing their religion , that albeit they were but few in 
number,yea but a handfull(to ſpeake of) in reſpe& of the 
world,yet they determined to plague them ſoundly, if they 
could come by them ; and thereupon ſent out their flies to 
lie in wait forthem euery where as they ſhould paſle,ſpeci- 
ally at Colyne,Franckford, Antwerpe,& allche i h waies- 
thatlay from Geneua that way : & in like caſe all the waies 
on the other ſidefrom Geneuato Millayne, The charges 
whereof were allowed out of the kinges treaſury largely 
enough,both of the kings owne liberality , and of the de- 
fire which the Inquilitours had to catch them. And God 
knowes much a do there waz,ſparing neither for labor nor 
coſt to finde halfe a dozen dogges to do this feat , and to 
huntthem out : beſides other great priuiledges and immu- 
nities that were promiſed to ſuch as would vndertake to. 
bring them ”_ A ſtrange thing to conſider, how the : 
Inquilitours deteſt and abhorrethe light of the Goſpell,. 
that they perſecuteit to the very death. This fellow therfore 
had gotten him a companion, one /obn Ferdimando of Valla- 
dolit,a very godly man,& purpolingto paſle together into. 
England thorough Germany, were Jaid for at Argentyne, 
by meanes whereof they were dogged, andtaken ina cer- 
taine port in Zealand, as they were taking ſhip to croſle 
ouerinto England. And being apprehended , this lobe 
Leon took the arrelt with ſo good a eouragezthat he never 
changed countenance at it,but ſo ſoone as the melſengers: 
had ſaid that their errant was to him, heemade them an- 
fwer (trafght way.Wel( quorh he) let vs go in Gods name, 
for hee ( no doubt) will be with vs. Whereupon they were- 
both brought back into the rowne, andthereracked moſt 
pitifully,to the enrent to make them confelle of their 0- 
ther cempanions; and within a few daies after were hip 
pes: 
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ped and carried into Spaine:each of them,during the time 
that they were in the thip , hauing a certaine Iron chaine 
wrought like a net, that coueredboth head and face, with- 
in the which there was alſo another engine of iron made 
liketo a mans tongue, w® being thruſt iatotheir mouthes 
tooke away the vie of their tongues. And intheſe conti- 
nuall paines and torments, beſides other ginnes and fetters 
of iron wherewith they were bound be hand and foot, 
they were brought into Spaine, and there delivered into 
the Inquiſitours priſons : /ob» de Leonto the Inquilitours 
Priſon at Simll, and his fellow to YValladelir, where hee was 
afterwards in defence of Gods quarrell executed by fire 
quick : as was alſo one DoRtour Cacaliaa companion of 
his, but alittle before him, whoſe brother or ſiſters daugh- 
terthis man had maried, Howbeit Jobn de Leon remained 
a great while in priſon, where he taſted the Inquilitors ty- 
_ rannie; ſuffering both hunger and cold, as alſo endured all 
their torments each after the other: and at the laſt was 
brought ferth intheir ſolemne ſhew, arayed in like ſort as 
che that had continued & perſzuered as he had done. 
It was a pitifall thing to behold,and (no doubt) would 
haue made many a man afraid to ſee fo griezly a light, 
and ſuch a ghoſt as hee was : his face ſo ouergrowne with 
haire, his bodie ſo leane as any rake, hauing nothing left 
to couer his bones ſaue onely the very skinzand to the en- 
creaſe of his paine,their Barnacle was ſet vpon his tongue, 
that it wal loathſometo ſce the long ſtreames of fleame 
come out of hisftomack, & hang roping from his mouth 
tothe ground, as heeſtood ypright. But when ſentence 
of death was pronounced vpon him, hauing then his 
fongue {et at libertie, to the intent that hemight abiure & 
recant (asthey ſuppoſed hee would haue done) hee made 
ſach a confeſsion with ſuch a countenance, ſo quietly, 
without any apparant motion or affeftion; though in few 
words,yetſo effetually, as if he had beenin his beſteſtate 
and molt libertic that cuer hee was in. Ar the _ laſt 
. wre 
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howre of his death, there was aſſigned vnto him a | 
Monkete diſpute with him, onevf the ſamecloyfter that 
he himſelfe had once been on, and whoſe nouice hee was 
the firſt yeare after that hee entred that vnlucky order, 
that hee might record vnto himthe principles of his old 
poperie and ſuperſtition. Howbeit the more meanes that 
they vied to a(lault him withall, the ſtronger he grew and 
the moreable to reliſtthem : for Chrilt (doubtletle) like a 
good captaine defended his ſouldiour. In the end , he was 
executed as cruelly, as in his lifetime before hee had beene 
tormented miſerably,but with as quiet and patient minde 
as might be. For ſo it was alwaies likely that ſo good a man 
as he, ſhould make ſogood an end, 


Franciſca Chancſia, 


JOR_ the furniſhing of the ſame ſhew; there was 
alſo one Franciſcs Chaveſia, a modeſt Virgine and” 
one of a perfed profeſſion, aNunne of th cloylter of 
Saint Elizabeth. A wonderfull thing to conlider how 
the perfet knowledge of Chriſt! could 'come to her 
through ſuch Iron doores and gates, notwithltandi 

all the froward ſuperſtition wherein ſhee- was alm 

drowned, Bur the election of God in his Son Chriſt 
is a matter of ſuch force and efficacie , that nothi 

can withſtand-it at the time appointed, Beſides this , 
her happe was ſo good otherwiſe,to hauevnto her ſchuok- 
maiſter one D. Aegidrs, of whom we haue to ſpeake here- 
after, Truly the ſhining light of Gods Goſpel couldinor - 
long time be hid vnder that buſhel;but why timoway 
come,it would appeare and ſhinetothe ioy'& co: of 
the whole Church of God, and to the ing of dark- 
nelſe and iniquitie. Well, the concluſion was; that com- 
ming before the Inquilttours, and entreated as others 'had- 
been before her, atthelength ſheewas brought out'ynto 
the flage or ſcaffold : where mr albeic that — 
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life time ſhee had had: no great cenference with men) yet 
, many times by her manlike anſwers,did put thelaquilitors 
to afoule foile:and did moreouer,notonlymoſt conflantly 
affirme thetruth,but alſo moſt ſharpely rebuked thoſe good 
Fathers, calling them dumbe Dogs and the generation of 
| br nee But ofallthe reſt, chic ſmall regard which ſhee had 
either of death or the paines thereof , and ſpecially the 
chearcfull countenance which ſhee kept (til euen to the 
very fire, was molt worthy the light of all that beheld it, 
' Chriſtophoro Loſada aPhilition, 
 *T His man in like caſe was ſcholler to D, Aegidzs,taught 
 & & trained vp by him inthe principles of true religion. 
Among whoſe other good gifts & bleſſings of God,wher- 
withall hee was indued,, this one thing was in him moſt 
worthy of admiration,that whomſocuer hee took in hand 
to teach and inſtruQ in vertue and godlines, he did there- 
withall kindle as it were a certaine feruent zeale in their 
harts , whereby they were enflamed toall the exerciſcsof 
loue and charity both in wardly-and outwardly ; and be» 
ſides this > marucllouſly animated and encouraged to 
patience at the my houre of their deathes. Whereby hee 
- gaue an cuident teſtimony toſuchas were enlightned with 
Gods ſpi rite» that Chriſt'was alwaies potve with him ta: 
make perfe his miniſtery,writing with his holy Spirite in 
their harts inwardly the fame in cfieRthat hein words pro« 
nounced outwardly. But beſides the good hap that this 
man had to light vpon ſo good a fchoolemaſlter,it was alſo 
his chaunce to meete with no worſe « father in law,a man 
ſa zealous and well affeted in Gods religion , that this 
Loſads beigga ſuter tohis daughter, alrhough hee were a 
faire conditianed' man, very well- learned , and better 


ſeene in his faculeythen a great ſort of practiſers bee , yet 
would hee not graunt vnto him his good will for hauing 
his daughter to-wife, till hee werefor a while become 
ſchollerto Door Hegidio,and learned of him ſome godly 
and'yertuous inftruions. '' A very hard condition "- 

or 
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ſtrution, but ſpecially toD. Aegidiozthat 
ſuſpeRted in religion at that time. Howbeit at the length 
he condeſcended thereunto, whether for yertues ſake, as 


not. But howſocuer it were, or in what reſpec ſo euer hee 
did it at thefirſt , he q__ it ſo earneſtly, tharnotwith- 
ſtanding he loſt his mai(ter ere he could well haue { 

him, yetafter his maiſters death he declared how much he 
had profited vader him : in ſo much thataſwell for his 


and godly conuerſation, he was thought the —__— and 
| worthieſt perſon to bee Superintendent” ouer the whole 
congregation, which was greatin number, though here 
and there diſperſed in corners. As indeede he tooke it vp- 
| on him,and did very wel diſcharge the office ofa preacher 
amongthem, ſofar-as hee might in ſuch aduerſity, After- 
wards by meanes of thoſe bookes of /ulieo paywe, hee was 
apprehended by the Inquilitours ( bc a thing almoſt 
impoffible that ſuch a faithfull paſtour ſhould hide him- 
ſelfe when his flocke was diſperſed ) before whom hee 
po we 647 proteſtation of his faith , for thewhich he 
endured , fieſtzhard and ſharp imptifonment with 
cruellrormencs , andthe open- infamie of their ſole 
CY oy Was 7 9c rn fo MX Where he, 

ing at the ſtake, diſputed fa erue 
againf thoſe im hypacetes; who 


anſwered 
out of 


to have his wits fo freſh 
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was commonly }. 


deſirous of better inftruction , or for his wiues, I knowe 


fingular learning and skill in Scripturezas for his vertuous 


+ him the l 


for a learned man,and one that thought 'himſelfe ſuffiei- 


ently cathechiſed, to ſubmit himſelfe to another mans in- 
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and his tongue ſo ready, as cuer they were at any time in 
INTL tay f 
Chriftophors Arellano, 


| (+ emp Arellano, 2 Monke of the cloyſter of Saint 
Ifidorein Sixill, was by the confeſſion of the Inquili- 


tours themſclues (imply the bell learned of all that came 
beforethem, and was betraied by his awnefriends, ſuch [ 
-meane , as had receiued a great deale more.commoditie 
and honour by him,then euer they had done by any , yer 
by their meanes was brought within the Inquilition, The 
cauſe why he was ſo highly efteemed & accompted of for 
learning, was becauſe of his great reading and (tudy in the 
ſchoole-doRours, as they tearmethem. That is to ſay, 
Aquinas, Scotus,Lombardss,and ſuch like , that whatſoever 
had eſcaped them in all their workes,making for the main- 
tenance of the truth, with a very good judgement ang 
palliog memone, next after the {criptures.and the ſoun 
fort of the fathers = mn _ x rn ; hee did 
both .readily youch, and applied them to his purpoſe 
direly, and ſo broughttopatile, that all his adnitictes, 
with whom the authoritie of ſuch trifling writers weigh 
ache holy Scriptures of God, were confounded 
wht ir owne doRours. Notwithſtanding all this, hee 
| tothe fire, For with theſemaine cyrants 
nd fagatyis-aboue learving and truth , and able to 
controll & overrule thew bath; Butere he came ſo far, he 
was firſt brought ſalemn]y,&fer-ypon the (caffold to have 
ſentence nced =p there:was - 
cre -impudevtly lied to his charge 5 ce 
DOIN mm; thatth: irgin Mary , the 
mother of Chriſt, was no more aimaid then heehimſelfs 
was, Aſcemly ſpeach for theſe good LRN 
proclkime inſuch an; open audience , if it had: beene. 
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| _- Garſias Arias commonly called Seignior Blas. | 7 
+ ZT* He wonderfull prouidence of God toward his cle. 
+4, which contrary to common courſe doth mightily 


oendeendaeytmadeydy were drowned, and lay a | 
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common e, whom they know many men to haue 
good jor gt eſtimation of for their ſingular and 
approued vertue. Howbeit when Arellano heard that hor- 
rible blaſphernie, having the vie of his tongue ( as G WD! 
would haue it)he cried out inthe hearing of all the © 
thatit wasa molt impudent and (landerous lies laying, 
that as well at this preſent, as alſo at all other timed hereto- 
fore, hee did ever frme!ly hold , and belecue the contrary 
being thereunto perſwaded by divers and ſundry places 
of Scripture , which hee could preſently alledge if neede 
were. Alſofor a further vexation;there ftoode of purpoſe 
one of the Monkes of the ſame houſe, that had beene his 
reatel} enemy, laughing and reioyciag at his milſery,gthin- 
_ it, belike, not ſufticient to cauſe ſo godly a man ; ſo 
excellently well learned, and a very innocent belides, to 
be brought into ſo pitifull a caſe, but to amend the matter 
withall, ſeemed to triumph ouer him m this extremity, 
The ſuddainelight whereof did ſomewhat mouethis good 
man : howbeit like a good chriſtian hee put it vp quietly, 
2nd pacified himfelfe, giuing a good example of patience 
to all that beheldit. Finally,(tanding at the very {take, he 
comforted and encouraged a certaine monke of the ſame 
houſe called ſob» Chryſoſtomerthat ſometime had beene his 
ſcholler, and now become his tellow, and fo partaker af- 
well of his death as his doqrine. But foraſmuch as I cer- 
fainly know notthe very true cauſe why this Monke was 
executed , I hauetherforenot annexed him here ynto the 
reſt, Yet thus much I can truely ſay of him ; A preacher he 
was, both reaſonably well learned and of good conuerſa- 
tionandliuingsfor any thing thateuer was oþiecedto the ' 
contrary, And thereforethoſe hogs that miaded not! 
but their belljes,did not greatly like of him, 
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long ſeaſon fouled in ſuperſtition and blindnefſe,fanſyin 
| ir of will and withſtanding the known truth againſt their 
pan conſcences(web fin the holy Scriptures call the (in a- 
O 


the holy Ghoſt, declaring vnto vs, that the prayers 
rhe congregation ſhall nor auaile ſuch perſons as are 
ſpotted therewith) this prouidence,l ſay,did moſt maruel- 
louſly appear by this one mans exampleto be of ſuch force, 
that the deeper that men are drowned in deſperation, the 
higher it afterwards aduanceth them in honour, This A- 
ria, whom they commonly called Seignior Blanco, becauſe 
of his white haires and faire s kin, had a very ſharp wit, and 
_ for his time was well ſtudiedin divinity : marry,therewith- 
all ſomewhat crafty and ſubtile with alittle ſpice of incon- 
fancy: which vices alſo hee did ſo couer with a counter- 
faitcloke of religion, that he was ableto deceiue him that 
thought himſelſe the wiſelt man , yea , and did deceiue a 
great fort indeed. It hapned in this time that there were 
ewo ſorts of Preachers in Siwil, and both of them had a 
great number of auditours diſpoſed to heare each part , as 
they beſtfancied the oneor the other. The one of them 
concerning doftrin & precepts, came nigher to the diſci- 
plin of Ep:Zeras the Stoick, than to the rule of holy Scrip- 
ture. But herein they were inferiour to Epiftetas, that all 
his ſayings and doings were one , but in theſe there was 
ſome ods: for they neuer ceaſed calling andcrying vpon 
them, to mouethemto often faſting, to mortification, to 
denying of themſelues, to continue in prayer at all times, 
lowly to thinke of themſelues, which they called humi- 
lirie,and to ſhewthefame as well in apparell,countenance, 
aehauiour and ſpeech; asin all the reſt of their life, But if | 
ans had fripped theſe fellows our of their fide coaty,Wel, 
not ſay all,but ye ſhould wel haueperceiued them to _ 
en. In >al their religion both top & caile (as they _ 2 
reſted in works and outward exerciſes of the bodieft 7 Y-- 


ſay) 
| SOEny the otherſe&,and therefore they would + 
tobe doers in any caſe. Wherupon they left the trus 7+” 
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exerciſes of a Chriſtian man, | meane iuftice, mercy , and 

faith, the only meanes to attaine true righteouſnetle,and 
ranneby heapes to Maſſes, to hallowed places, to ſhrift (as 

they call it)& many other ſuch like royes,which the {cri 
rurecalleth ſpiders webs that will never proue good cloth, 

hoping by theſe & ſuchlikemeanes to be purged and clen- 

ſed from their ſinnes. Moreouer they vrged pouerty, with x 

ſole and ſingle life,cuen vnto ſuch as were already coupled 

in matrimony but eſpecially thevow of ebedience, as do 

the fooliſh friers, tothe intent to get them auditours, And 

this ( ſay they )is the true denying of our ſelues,and there- 

fore extolled it as much as the obedience that is due to 

God himſelfe. Further, to the entent to keepe them in 
blindnes and ignorance ltill.they diſlwaded men from the 

reading of books written of diuinity z ſpecially from Eraſ- 

mus works , by the whichthey ſhould learne nothing but 

a little pride in their owne knowledge, referring them ra« 

ther to Henricus Herpins , and Bonaxentares works , the A. 

B. C.and the ſcaling of mount Sion,and ſuch others, wherein 

they fhould learne humility and obedience towards all, 

but ſpecially towards their elders and ſuperiours; Among 

others they alſo cited vntothem Maſins, Carnallms, Guerra, 

Petrus Cordubenſis, and many other moe then can well 
call co mind : For whom perhaps it had beene farre better. 
neuer to haue beene borne, then to leaug-ſugkrmony- 
ments behind them. Ofthe which ſort of x ers the | 

e 

and treacheries of their maifters, would-fariake th ; nd 
takea better way. For ſundry ofthem by thelguniſeaſonal 


werediuers, | confeſſe, in ſome reſpe6 
kind of faſting , and their curiougfearching- F ig an 


godly men, but yetnone, that vaderſtaadiog the 
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ſecret mylteries of divinity, fell into phreniie 


& worle;that is to ſay, ofhoneſtmen,becamevery wicked ; 
Phariſes, enemies and crucifiers of Chriſt, and in the ende 
twiſc ſo euill as were their maiſters whom they My” 4 
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The other ſort did deale more fincerely with the holy 
Seriptures,declaring out of them what was true righteouſ- 
nelle and perfect godlinelle : by meanes whereof they 
brought to palle, that that Citic bare the name abous all 
other in Spain for their iuſtand true dealing, by the ſpace ' 
of a dozen yeares together , ſothat itappeared that they 
hadfruitfully and effeually heard that peece of Scripture 
that treateth of true and perfect righteouſnefle. For here- 
vpon came all that plentifull harueſtthat h+th been inning 
8. or 10. yeares, of thoſe good ſeedes of thEGoſpel, which 
then were by them ſo painfully ſowen. The brightnelſe 
whereof, accotding to the nature of light , did ſo plainly 
diſcouet all thar counterfait holinelle, and pharifaicall de- 
uotion, that it could not be ut that needs there muſt en- 
ſue thereafter;firſt hatred and then perſecution. Thechicf, 
labourers in this harue(}, were Conſtantino, Aegidio and Var- 
gnio; Doors all, and men both ſober, wiſe, and learned: 
whole trauailes in ſetting forward the Goſpel in ſo great 
miſts of ignorance, and the worthie ends which they 
madeat their departures out of this life, as they be worthie 
of eternall memorie , ſo will wee ſhield them that they 
ſhall not be forgotcen. But yer of all the other aduerſaries 
vato the truth, this Arias was moſt ſpitefull,and more ma- 
licious than any of the reft (perhaps becauſe the other er- 
red of ſimpleignorance, but he contrary to his owne con- 
ſcience kicked agzinſl the knownetruth) for that the 0- 
ther had been more generally receiued, was more ſightly 
in ſhew, and more beneficial! to them that followed after 
it. Howbeit hewould-not.gloze ſo openly as other of the. 
fame ſort would, for feare of diſcrediting himfelfe with ci- 
uers.men ofgood reputaticon,and well atteRed in religion, 
with whom he was intoſome favour & good opi- 
nion, by reaſon of that vertuous and godly diſpoſition , 
which they ſaw in him in apparance: butin ſuch ſort be- 
haued himſclfe, and ſo cunningly conueyed his matters , 
that though ſuch as hadtryed him knew what was in hit, 
. yer 
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yet others tooke him for a dearefriend of theirs, and 
elteemed ofhim as if he had bin their kin{man or brother. 
Bur as touching his ſubcitties and difſimulation, he ſhew- 
edit molt atone time ſpecially aboue all others, at what 
time complaint was made to the Inquilitours by a ſort of 
hypocrites, perſecutors of the truth, of one Gregorio Ruiziog 
a man (as thereport went of him) very well learned, for a 
certainething vttered by him openly in adiuinitie- lecture 
in the Cathedrall Church of Smill, rending towards the 
controuverlics in religion,and concerning ſpecially a mans 
juſtification, For where the Inquilitors had afhgned him 
a day of hearing, two dayes betore the day « f his aypa= 
rancey it was his chance to meere with this mailler e Arias z 
with whom hee had ſome acquaintance, by reaton that 
they profeſſed one kinde of ſtudie, but chiefly for the re- 
port of vertue that was ſpoken of him, tiiough vnworthi- 
ly. Whereupon, amongſt others thar were aſſigned , this 
Arias alſo was charged to be there at that day , and to pre- 
_ pare himſelf ro diſpute againit Rurzzo: who likea crafty An 
poltle ſo vndermined this Rwizio,that he gat out of him all 
the reaſons and arguments w<Þ he had deuiſed againſt the 
day of diſputation for the maintenance of his lide. For 
Ruizzo(God knows)taking no great heed therof,nor ſuſpe- 
Qing in him any ſuch trechery,more than he did his gho(t- 
ly father > communicatedthe ſame vnto him, Which after 
Arias had obtained, he gaue hima friendly farwell, and fo 
left him. At the day of diſputation, when both parts were 
aſſembled,this Arias was alſo preſent, & ioined himſelf to 
the other lidethat were aduerſaries to Rnizio, T he which 
when Rnizo beheldzhe was ſumewhat aftonicd therewith- 
all, and perceiued at the le gth his Legerdemance, ſeeing 
him ſo readily cut off his arguments, which hee had made 
him priuie vntotwo dayes before , and to anſwer them 
ſo fully and exaQtly, thathce had nothing to replie againes 
whereupon the Gly ſoule being thus circumuented , 
and ſpoiled of all his _ 2 , yeelded himſelfe , 

leauing 
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' leauing to Ariathe honour of the field, which hee moſt 
like a Judas had gotten by treaſon and treachery. The like 
honeſt part alſo for all the world he plaid with D. Aegidio, 
For whereas hee meaning nothing but well (as the mot 
conſtant bruitis) had referred the matter concerning the 
opinion of his knowledge and learning to this mans 
iudgement; becauſe he knew him to beas able to iudge as 
a great ſort of others, he gaue ſuch a verdit, as it had been 
ſomewhat reaſonable for him to haue given ina matter of 
vntruth. Notwithſtanding he was the firſtin all Saint [ſ*i- 
dors houſe in Sixil,rhat ſtarted out of that dead ſleep of ſy- 
perſtition and.ignorance, wherein they were all dead and 
drownedzand by meanes of a few ſparkes which this man 
had ſet on fire, a great part of the houſe beganne to ſhake 
off their drowlineſſe,and to ſee aglimmering of the truth 
afarre off appearelike the dawning of the day , and ts de- 
fire thatthe vaile might bee drawne, to the end thar they 
might the more ealily ſee the ſhining beames of true reli- 
gion. For the whole ſcope of all his ſermons, for the 
which there was a ſpace appointed, as it tcll out moſt con- 
uvepiently, ſometime. by night, from two of the clocke 
in the morning z till foure, was wholly to overthrow all 
their profcſſion : howbeit not openly , but couertly and 
as it wereafarre off, Firſt, hee taught them that ſinging 
and ſaying of their prayers all theday and night, was no 
ſeruice , nor praier vnto God : that the exerciſes of a true 
Chriſtian man were other then the common people took 
them to bee-: that the holy Scriptures were to bee reade 
and ſtudied with diligence, whence alone the true know- 
ledge and feruiceof God and of his holy will , of true 
religion, and ſuchas was molt allowable in his ſight, was 
a9 bee had and learned:to the obtaining whereof, we mult 
(quoth he) vie praier as a mean, proceeding as well ofthe 
ſenſe andfeeling of our owne infirmities and neceſlities,as 
rounded vpon perfe truſt & confidence in God. Thus, 
by laying theſe and ſuch like foundations of a re- 
. gion, 
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Hligion, he made them to loath that ſtale ftuffe of their old 
& forworn religion,& wrought in them an earneſt defire 
of the better, but ſpecially moued the to the ſtudy of holy 
Scriptures, Morcouer, beſides hisſermons hee read dayly 
aleQurevpon Salomons prouerbs very learnedly, & made - 
application thereof with good judgement and diſcretion, 
and had private and familiar conference with divers,ſuch 
as he was dayly conuerſant withall, and vſed to accompa- 
ny,onely to the ſame end and purpoſe. And for this one 
thing his hap was alwaies very good, to haue ſuch ſchol- 
lers as were tractable and (oone wrought, and (which was 
wonderfull co conſider) ſuch as were not greatly wedded 
to their monkiſh ſuperſtitions though they were vowed : 
whereby he had leile to doe with them, and might with 
moreeaſe giue the aſlaulr, and in ſhort cime batter downe 
this forced rampire of ſuperſtition, with the perfe& ſhot of 
Gods word. Howbeit his head was ſo full oftoyes and new 
deuices,that after all theſe wholeſome preparatiues,wher- 
with he had ſo wrought in them,thatthe reſt of their ſuper- 
ſitious dregs might more comodiouſly beexpelled, &that 
they were halfe wonneto his dofrine, he made them fall 
to vnſeaſonable faftings and warchings before the Sacra» 
ment, whence they ſhould looke for I know not what 
inſpiratigns : hee cauſed them to remoue all their ſtuffe , 
bookes ahd beds, out of their celles, and to lye vpon the 
bare earth, or elſeto ſleep (tanding, to weare a hairecloth 
in ſtead of their ſhirts, and a hoope of Tron next vnto their 
skin, with a number of ſuch toyes moe, as though thoſe 
ſtinking weeds would not hauetaken root faſt enough of 
themſelues, except the earth had firſt been eared vp with 
the coulter of Gods word, as was before declared, For 
after hee had weeded the old ſuperſtition, he did nothing 
elſe but ſow a like ſeede againe , more corrupt aud peri- 
lousthan the other that grew before. By meanes where» 
of manie of his auditours got ſuch good avis like to cn+' 
ſue of ſo dangerous a doQrine. Inſomuch that ma- 
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many of them fell ſtark mad: ſome ſoconſumed_with me- 
lencholy,that they were halfefrantick : ſome caught vn- 
curable diſeaſes and paines in the head, and became almoſt 
braialeſſe, chat they were not able to ſcrue any turne 
thereafter ; but they that had ſironger bodies , and better 
ſtomackes to beare it out withall, had ſuch a phariſaicall 
pride and glory in themſelues by meanes of that vaine per» 
ſwaſion of holinefle and perfeRneile , that no wiſe man 
will accountthem in much better caſe than other of their 
fellowes, And yet perhaps were Arias excuſable herein 
from this ſo grieuous guilt,cither for want of better knows 
ledpe,or by deſtiny if it were ſo, firſt to take vypon him that 
office, & then ſo meanly to execute it, but that I am right 
wel aſſured that his conſcience did condemn all the traſh, 
web. he had planted in place of truth.For at the very ſame 
time being among his companions, would take pleaſure in 
remembring the folly of ſuch men, that were ſo forward 
to run any way that he would preſcribe and appoint them, 
Notwithitanding ſuch is the force and might of Gods ele- 
ion, that theſe few good ſeedes ſowne among thole fit- 
ches, fruQified in the end to the great encreaſe of godlines 
maruellouſly. Inſfomuch, that divers and ſundry of them, 
having their conſciences cleared & purged oftheir old hy- 
pocrilie,and ſcarcely well (taied or quieted with theſe new 
deuices,ſought further by occalion hereof.for ſome better 
inſtrutions, and vnawares hapned vpon the other ſort of 
Preachers, that taught the truth with more linceritie, Of 
whom ( after they had entred ſome acquaintance wit 
them ) they learned the principles of pure and perfereli- 
gion ; leauing by little and littlethat euill opinion which 
- they had 1generally conceived againſt the Lutherans. 
Afterwards , being. perſwaded that they could by no 
meanesattaine the perfet knowledge of the truth , ex- 
ceptthey would ſometime peruſe their writings, God did 
likewiſe maruellouſly prouide for them herein, that they 
had not onely ſuch boaokes brought vynto them by a 
miraculous 
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miraculous means ,as they had a long time deſired,euen at 
ſuch time as they ſecurely ſlepe and ſought. for no ſuch. 
things: but alſo all other ſorts of booke that were extant at 
that tirve, either in Genewa, or anypart of Germany : ſo that 
hauing ſuch ſtore both of bookes and mailtersto inſtru 
them, they began to noſell their whole couent, infomuch 
that whereat the firſt there were onely t wo that durlt give 
the attempt in ſo dangerous an enterpriſe,there were.very 
few in the whole cloyſter ( which at that time was very 
well furniſhed) but they had ſometalte of true religion & 
godlinelle thereby , aud none repined againſtit, Their 
time that er(t was ſpent in mumbling their mattens and. 
prime, was now beſtowed vyponleRures of divinity : their 
dirges eyther cut off altogether,or curtalled very ſhort; 
their charters of pardons granted by Popes in ancient 
time whereunto all that crue leaned before , was now 
accounted for ſtale ttuffe. As for images, they had a ſinall 
deale of worſhip done vntothem, or none at all, Vaine. 
falting was turned into ſeemely ſobrietie : neyther was 
anie taught to bee monkiſh , bur to bee ſincerely and tru-- 
ly religivus,nor anie mention made of proceeding in their 
fofmer faſhions, but much talke rather in deriſton there- 
of,and to haue them abolifhed. Neyther did they pat this 
light vnder abuſhell, impriſoning it within their ovine 
walles,but ſent it abroad into the Eitie » andthe townes 
and villages adioining , as well by publiſhing of bookes, 
as by other priuate conference, Then all things being 
brought to ſo good palle, that nothing was left in vie 
ſaue onely their (tout Idoll of their maile, and their mon» 
kiſh profeſſion that reſted in their cqule and their crowns. 
which could neyther with good conſcience bee longer 
ſuffred, nor attempted without preſent peril], and yet no 
great good like to enſuethereof ; they beganne to deuiſe 

rſt, and afterwards determined withthemſelues, to for- 
ſaks*their neaſt,'and to flye into Germanie , where 


they might live with a great. deale: more ſafctie of 
* 3 * their 
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theirliues and freedome of their conſciences. A very bold 
enterpriſe (doubtlefſe) and as ſome thought both raſh and 
deſperate. For neither was there any great poſlibilitie or 
likelyhood;that not one or rwo, but ſo many at once,and 
ſuch as were not onely the ſoueraignes of the whole 
houſe and fellowſhip, but famous ouer the whole citie for 
their excellent learning , ſhould forſake ſuch acloiſter as 
thelike was not in all the territory of Grarata, leauing it 
ina maner deſolate, and eſcape in ſafety from the furtheſt 
part of Spaine into Germanie. And if they ſhould ſteale a- 
way in ſeuerall companies and ar ſundry times,then were 
they like to be in euill caſe that ſhould tarry hindmoſt.For 
the Inquiſitors that had been quiet a great while , hauing 
intelligence hereof by ſome cankred knaue or other , 
would beſtirre themſelues of all hands, Therefore they 
concluded briefly, that either all which were priuie to this 
counſell, muſt depart ſpeedily together , or elſe looke to 
be apprehended ſhortly after. But God ſeeing them in this 
diſtrefſe,ſhewed them a meanes, howynder an honelt pre- 
tencea dozen ofthem might take occaſion to depart with- 
in one moneth , and each betake himſelfe a ſeuerall way 
towards Geneua, where they determined to make their a- 
boad,& purpoſedto meerall rogether within one twelue- 
moneth : as for the reſt being as yet but young nonices in 
religion , which remained behind becauſe they did not 
greatly like of going away , they within a while after a- 
boad the brunt of the hurly-burly when it came. For at 
the very ſamertime there were three burned out of that 
cloiſter,and diuers of the reſt diuerfly puniſhed. Inſomuch, 
that from chat day till this, there was neuer any examinati- 
on of matters rouching faith in Siwill, but that houſe hath 
alwaies made out a man, or two, And very likely it is, that 
the truth ſowen and planted there, hath taken ſodeeproot, 
thatir ſticketh ro the hard ſtone walls, ſo that whileſt any 
one (tone ſtandeth vpon another, ic will yearely yeeld 
them oneorrwo Lutherans, th 
aue 
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I have by occaſion entred into this diſcourſa. ſomewhat 
largely, partly in reſpeR of Chriſt's Church, rowards the 
which I ſhould ſcarce behaue my ſelfe vprightly, ifI ſhould 
rob theſe men of their renowne due vnto them, in regard 
of the overthrow which they haue giuen ro Idolatry and 
ſuperſtition, behauing themſclues as couragiouſly as they 
aduentured dangerouſly, preferring vertue and godlineſle 
before authoritie and power , voluntarily refuling their 
preſent eſlates wherein they lived with ſome worſhip and 
in much pleaſure, and initead thereof contenting them- 
ſelues to be poor and diſdained, baniſhed from their owne 
countreyto ſuffer ſhame and ignominy : finally,to be eue- 
ry howre in danger of their liues, which they led notwith- 
anding in very great miſery. Of the which good and 
proſperous ſucceſle, a great part next vnto God wee doe 
owe vnto this Arias, of whom our purpoſeis preſently ro 
entreats foraſmuch as allthis great fire , that hath enfla- 
med to Gods glory, not onely that houſe, but divers pla- 
ces in the citie abroad, belides a number of other without 
the citie which we meane not to touch, bred of thoſe few 
ſparks which this man kindled at the firſt : who by reaſon 
of his ynconſtant and fickle nature, being halfe fuſpedted 
of his friends, and hated of ſtrangers, was diuers and ſun- 
dry times complained ypon to the Inquilitors, conuented 
before them, anſwered the matter, _ ſo diſcharged. At 
the lalt it came to paſle, in that troubleſome time wherein 
euery man almolt was apprehended for religion, that 4- 
rias alſo went to the pot with his fellowes indeed, though 
hee had diuers times ſhifted it off before. The which end 
was foretold him two orthree yeares before by Conſtaxti- 
»0,and that witha vehement afirmation , on a time when 
Conſtantine bad this Arias to his houſe to dinner, where 
were preſent at the ſame time Aegidio and YVarguio, to the 
intent totake him vp ſomewhat roundly for his halting, 
foraſmuch as gentle admonitions vied before would no- 
"thing preuaile. But in proceſle of talke when they were re- 
buking . 
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buking hin moſt earneſtly, he ſtare out in a bravery and 
faid,that he feared greatly leſt hee ſhould ſhortly ſee Bulles 
ſer forth in open ſhew, prophecying ſomewhat plainly of 
the Inquilitours Theatre, Whereunto Conſtantive made him 
this anſwer : Behold Arras, before God I rellitthee, that 
thou ſhalt not fir mounted aloft , as thou ſuppoſeit to ſee 
and behold other, but ſhalt ſtand below, and bee condem- 
ned thy ſelfe. As indeedit cameto paſſe by Gods ſecret 
and divine prouidence,that notwichſtanding he had been 
in time before a faithletle fellaw, yet his laſt apprehenſion 
turned not to his vndoing,burt wrought in him effeRually, 
and contrary to hope broughtforth in him the fruites of 
of truerepentance. For hee did ſo earneſtly and deepely 
lament and bewaile his former eſlate, that whereas before 
time, he had been as fearfull as euer was Hare of Hounds, 
or Ape of whip, now being vpon the racke with a maruel- 


\ Tous conſtancy ( whichargued in him a wonderfull ex- 


change) hee withſtood the enemies of Gods truth, and 
took rp the Inquilitors ſharply,that ſat in their ſeats of ma- 
jeſtic like Demigods,ſaying that they were meeter to driue 
packs, & that ſuch an office were more fit for them,than to 
(it where they doe in (eat of judgement , and take vpon 
them the determination of cauſes in religion, wherin they 
were as blind & yet as bold as Bayard declaring moreouer 


. vnto themgthat for his own part he was heartily ſorry,and 


did moſt earneſtly repent him,and would doe while he had 
a day to live, for that hee had wittingly and wiilinoly in 
their preſence impugned the truth againſtthe godly defen- 
dents of the ſame, whereof hee himſelfe was now become 
adefender, Many other ſharp rebukes, fo oft as he came 
tohis anſwer the Inquilirours receiued at his hands, But 
intke end hee was brought furth after their guiſe 2nd ac- 
cuſtomed maner of por p, arayed with all their robes, ho- 
norable(nodoubt) in the light of God, though in mans 
judgement reproachfull and ignominious: a man, to bee 
reuerenced for hisage , but ſpecially for the hartie repen* 
fance 
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tance of his former life,& for that notable confeſſion of the 
truth which he made, leaning vpon his ſtaffe : & ſo depars 
ting fromthe ſtage to the ſtake with a'merry'and cheerfull 
countenance, he made ſatisfaRtionto the Church of God 
by this notable example of repentance at his death, forall 
the miſchiefe that he had done thereto by his vnfaichtull 
and hypocriticall dealing io therelt of his lifetime before, 
O man moſt happy of all other,worthy to be ſhrined, and 
to haueaſeuerall place among the chiefe champions of 
Godstruth heer in this world, that haſt forſaken the grea- 
teſt miſchiefe and folly,and returned to make the like pro- 
 teſtation of Gods truth that other martyrs and confeſſors 
hauedone beforeghee: Paul, that choſen and ele veſlell 


of God,placeth himſclfe among the firſt ſort of linners,bes 1. Tim. r. 


cauſe he had bin a perſecuter of the Church of God, tho 
ofa goodzeale , yet not grounded vpon knowledge. In 
what place then or degree ſhall we fet this Arias of - 
mong the (infull ſort, who wittingly and willingly,ſecret- 
ly not openly, behaued himſelfe like an enemic,and perſe- 
cuted the ſame? Paulreferreth it to the ſecret purpoſe of al- 
mi ny God,that he might obtain the more mercy, wher- ' 
of he had made himſelfeynworthy ſo many waycs, ſayin 
ie was to this end, that Chriſtin him might powre out 
the aboundanceof his mercie and graces, for an example 
to all them that ſhouly truely beleeue in him. How much 
then and how plentifully hath Chriſt opened his coffers, 
and beſtowed his mercies (the treaſures of h:is goedneſle) 
vpon this new Paul, if we may ſo tearm him ? How ſure 
and certaine a token doth hee giue hereby , of his excce- 
ding great mercie , grace, and loue towards all ſinners ? 
Therefore by this one example, this leiſon may we learne, 
as by the true mirrour of Gods goodneſle, to: our 
ſelues from raſh iud 8 and ſpeeches towards ſuch 
as wee ſee in the molt deſperate eſtate that can bee, foraf- 
much as wee cannot certainely tell what God hath de- 
termined concerning them 2 ought rather to _ 
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thecounſell of Paul, that is, to hopethe beſt. 
: D. Ion Aegidio # Canon and Preacher in the 
Cathedral Church in Sinill 
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His DoRtour Aegidio , albeithe was a man both apt 
to attaine learning and On belides, yet having be- 
flowed his time in vnprofitable fludies , notwithſtandin 
that he had runnehis full race,and attained the higheſt de- 
grees in Schooles, and profefſed diuinitiea long time , 
(fuch was the ſtate of learning in thoſe dayes) that he had 
ſcarcely his Latin tongue. Beſides this his ſmall skill either 
in the tongues or in any other good learning, he was a 
wicked contemner and blaſphemer againſtthe holy Scrip- 
tures: Yeal haue heard himſelf bewaile the euill ſuccetle of 
learning & ſtudie in his time, & the ignorance ofthat age, 
confeſling itto be ſuch , that whoſoeuer had any wayes 
medled with the holy Scriptures in the Vniuerſitie of 4/- 
cals,where he himſelfe (tudied, was ſo farre off from being 
accounted of among the learned, that many would ſcorn- 
fully and in great deriſion tearm hin a good Bibler,prefer- 
ring Lomberdus , Scotus, Gregorins , Arithmeticus, and ſuch 
other Danſes, beforethe expretſe word of God, for pro- 
foundnefle of wiſdome or deep diuinitie. Afterwards be- 
ing publike Reader of diuinitieat Siguerca, he was ſent for 
te Sul, by one Alexander that was his predeceſſor there, 
tothe rmtent he might be their Preacher in the Cathedrall 
Church in Siwil{ - where he was ſo highly commended , 
bath for his vertue and learning, that he was Subdeane of 
theChurch, contrary to their orders, hauing neuer beene 
examined by the DoRours;as the cultome is. And truely 
for ſuchſchool<divinitie, as was generally and vniuerſally 
receiued all Chriftendome ouer, he'was very famous, and. 


of great credite, marry, hee neuer attempted to preach g- 
Inc cunts» Cpented theBible,ro ned br ith rig 
Scriptures.. And therefore the very firltrimethat he came ' 
| into 
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into the Pulpit, contrary to all mens expeRtati 


| ' +.» ,newto tread another path which ſhould lead him vnto 


£ .perfe&t wiledome and learning, whereofas then hee knew 
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found alcogether ſo vnfit for ſuch a funRion, thath 

to be greatly out of conceit with himſelfe, and to. ffow in 
contempr of others: by the daily encreaſe whereof on 
both parts, they fell ſo torepent themy the one for admit- 
ting him ſo vnaduiſedly , the other for taking ypon him 
that office ſo arrogantly, ng mg todiſcharge ic,that 
both they minded to remoue him, and he himſelfe deter» 
mined to leaue ther. *But in procefle of time , after hee 
had thus paſſed the pikes by the ſpace of a yeare or-twos 
it was his chance to meet with one that gave him ſuch in- 
ſirutions ( or rather it was the ordinance of God, that 
prouided ſo well, both for him & for the whole citie) that 
within few howres conference, he learned by that partics 
meanes the readie way for a Preacher to trauailein, and 
what the office and dutie of a Preacher was: to the obtai- 
ning whereof ir was told him , that he muſt vſe other 
meanes, other bookes,and other mailters , then hitherto 
he had done. Whereat D. Aegidio was ſomewhat aſtonied 
at the firſt, hearing him make ſuch a ſermon vnto him , 
but eſpecially maruelled to fee his beldneſle, that being 
but a plainefellow,and as a man would ſay a very Ruſlet= 
coat, belides that, one taken not to be very welin his wits, 
would preſume ſo boldly to teach ſuch a Doour as hee 
as i, rn familiarly acquainted with him; nor 


knowing him to his thinking. YetD. — of 
a gentlediſpolition by nature, and hearing him diſcourſe 


ſo largely of the dutie of a Preacher, wherein hee ac» 
Row or his owne infirmitie, did the moreeafilybris 
dle himſelfe, and gaue him the hearing quietly. The force 
of whoſe perſwaſions (being a man indued with Gedafpi 
rit) was ſo-great, that from that day forward D. 
was quite altered and becomea new man;thinking all his 
former life and labour euillſpentzand e&, 
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not one ſtep, Furthermore, perceiuing his counſeller to 


 Randfolongvpon that point which concerned the dutie 


of a good Preacher, he took it to be a ſufficient calling for 
him to that vocation,whereof he knew he ſhould neither 
reap commoditienor eſtimation in this world, Perhaps 
many will maruellto hear the party named that was the 
occaſion of ſo ſuddaine a change and alteration of ſuch a 
man in ſo ſhort ſpace, taking vpon him to teach him the 
true way to perfect wiſedome. Truly I muſtneeds diſcloſe 
it,to the end that the wonderful myſteries of Gods eleQi- 
on may be manifeſted and reverenced, who by the fooliſh 
of this world confoundeth the wiſedome of man, His 
name was Roderice Valerio , man long ago condemned 
at Sizill by the Inquilitors for a falſe Apoltle, a counterfait 


| Prophet, and a wicked deceiver of the people, and there- 


vpon baniſhed, and in his exile ſuffred for the profeſſion 
of thetruth. Whoſe wonderfull kind of calling ro the true 
knowledge of Chriſt, ſince I am occaſioned ' go make 
mention of the perſon, it ſhall neither be greatly imperti- 
nent briefly to ſpeak of,nor tedious to ſuchas be godly dif- 
poſed. This Valerio (a Citizen of Nebriſa,a famous towne 
a3anyis inall theprecin of Granata , both for the anti- 
aitie thereof, and chiefly for the fame of one Antonio 
Jn woe notable Clerke as any was, and onethar firſt 
red thepuritie of the Latin tonguein Spaine in theſe 
our ape) was deſcended of a good houfſe,and of ſuffici- 
entabilicie to maintainethe worſhip thereof: howbeit he 
employed his wealth,not to vertue,but as commonly ſuch 
men of abilitie doe, which think all their honor to confift 
inthe maintenance ofa good (table,& the furniture there- 


«6f, in M— incollly and exceſſive apparell,in hunting,& 
> h like paſtimes and exerciſes, For in alltheſe qua- 


ities he was ſingular aboue all the yong gentlemen of the 


hole citie: inſomuch that hee ſought not only to match 
fuch as were his equalls in degree and abilitie , but alſo 
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Spaniſh Inquiſition. 173 
lies, a certaine motion came into his mind (by what occa- 
ſion, or through whoſe perſwaſion,or otherwiſe by what 
meanes,God knoweth) but he ſuddenly left all his old de- 
lights:contemning the ſpeech of the people (which was a 
hard thing foraman to doe) and bent himſelfe wholly 
both body and ſoule to the exetcife of vertue & godlineſle, 
that a man would ſcarcely iudge himto bee a man of this 
world, Moreouer, the wonderfull change chat appeared 
to be in him otherwiſe, as well in his fpeech and behaui- 
our, as in his apparell that was fine and ſutable before,gor+ 
gious as might be,and now quitealtered into ſimple (tuffe 
and plaineſt faſhion , was well liked of ſome, tut on the 
other (ide a great number thought it meere madnelſe or * 
ſtarke folly, But as the like falſe verdites giuen of the 
holy Apoltles, that were indued with the Holy Ghoſt, 
wereattainted by the effeRes of the ſame ſpirit,ſo the per- 
fet feare of God, with the bewayling of his former vani- 
ries , the earnelt deſire of righteouſneiſe, and his whole 
talke tending to theſe ends and: concerning theſe matters, 
alwayes framed according to the preſcript rule of Gods. 
word, was a ſufhicient proofe and euidence to men of per- 
feter vnderſtanding, / ab the ſpirit of God moſt certainly- 
polleſſed him, In his youth time hee had gotten a little 
fwack in the Latin,by the help whereof hee wat eos 
fant in the holy Scriptures both day and night : forhabhy” 
continuall ſludie thereof , hee had a great part cf therwby 
hearr, and could make application thereofto his purpoſe” 
ſenfibly & maruellous readily. He had alſo dayly conflits 
with the ſpiritual men {as they call them) the Prieſts #nd 
Monks, which were the cauſes (faid he) that notonly the 
eſtate of the Clergy,but alſo all Chriltendome was ſofouly 
corrupted,that they were almoſt hopelcfle of remedy : for 
with cou jay w_ pres _ times ewes þ 
rebuke them, Whereat this ical] genetation muc 
maruelling, enquired of him how heartatnedld ſuddenly 
to all this skilin holy Scriptures? how he'durſt preſuim@lo# 
Z 3 arrogently; 
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174 A diſconery of the 
arrogantly to inuay againſt the very ſupporters and lighes 
ofthe Church 2? For indeed he ipared none, but would tell 
the proudeſt ofthem his minde, being but a lay-man voide 
of all good learning , and one that had ſpent the greater 
pare of his time in vaine and vnprofitable ſtudies. Like- 
wiſe thgy examined him, by force of what commiſlion hee 
didit: who ſent himz how hee was called : and by what 
tokens hee declared the ſame. Alas for them good men, 
when they cannot denie theirabominations , nor longer 


hold out the light which diſcouereth their darkneſle,cuen 


now as in all other ages from time to time;they are driven 
to theſe ſhifts. Howbeit Yalerio anſwered them truly and 
with a bold courageto every demand: that he had not f- 
ſhed for that wiſedom&and caught ic in their molt 6!thie 
puddles, and muddie ditches, but hadir by the only good- 
neſle of the Holy Ghoit, who poureth whole floods of 
grace inte the hearts of true belecuers moſt aboundantly. 
As for his boldneſle, he told them, that both the goodnes 
of his quarrcll, and hee that ſent him gaue him the encou- 
——_— and that the ſpirit of God which is bound to no 
eſtate or degree, beit in name neuerſo ſpirituall, ſpecially 
if it be corrupt, hath heretofore choſen very idiots, and 
fiſhermen, and placed them in the roome of Apoltles, to 
controllthe Synagogue of the learned touching the law, 
hs fa HEY of ignorance, & to call che whole world 
to the knowledge of their own ſaluation: & that the ſame 
Chriſt had ſve him , whoſe name and authoritie hee had 
for his warrant : but as for any ſigne to declare the ſame, 
he aidit was the token of a baſtardly generation, and of 
the branches degenerate from the true (tocke of the chil- 
. dren of God , to aske for any (ignes in the time of 
ſach light , when all things ſhine therewith, yea verie 
darknelle ir ſelfe as cleare as noone day, Atthelength, 
os Ge and (uch like matters he was calledto his anfwer 


the Inquilitors, wherehediſputed very earneſtly of | 


thetrueChurch of Chriſt, and which were the markes to 
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of ſuch other points of religion : the knowledge whereof, 


he confeſſed that he had attained vnto by no meanes or 


help of man , but by the onely handy worke of God, 
and his wonderfull revelation. Howbeit his madneſſe & 
phrenſie, wherewith the Inquiſitors ſuppoſed him to bee 
troubled, excuſed him for this time: yer to the end that he 
might the ſooner cometo hiaſelf again,they condemned 
him in the loſle of all his ſubſtance,& ſent him packing as 
poor as lob: but heneuer repented himſelfe thereof,or be- 
came other many inſomuch that withina yeare or 2. after 
he was ſent for againe about the ſame matters,6 then dri- 
uen to make recantation:marryin conſideration that they 
tooke him to be lunatick ſtill, they ſpared him his life, ad- 
judging him neuertheleſſe to weare the Samberite, and to 
ſuffer perpetual impriſonment during life, ſaue onely that 
on ſundayesthey brought him forth , with many other 
moe of his companions,and carried them to SaintSaluas«. 
tours Church to heare ſeruice, Whereas divers and ſun- 
dry times he aroſe out of his place , and in the hearing of 
all the people, controlled the Preacher when hee taught 
them amiſle. At what time it ſo chanted; that the Inquilj-- 
tors were not halteſo bad as other thathad beene before 
them,ſo that his fact was wound vp quietly, and excuſed 
by rriadneſſe and folly. Afterwards, he was remoued forth 
of priſon to Saint Lacars,, into a certaihe houſe of reli- 
gion, where he died, being a man aboue 50, yeares of aye, . 
a very wonder to the worldatthattime,ſent to awake men 
out of their dead ſleepof wickednefſe & ignorance wher- 
in they lay ſnoring and ſnortingſolong- - But foraſmuch 
- asthoſearticles whereofhe was tolt yniuſlly condernned, . 
were ſtrange and not heard of in S9/ atthofe dayes, hee 
had a Sembtrite appointed to weare',: ſuch oneas was of 
» time , the which at 


thelargeſt (ſize that: any. | | 
this day is to be ſeen for a (peGall monument ofa nocable 


herecike in theveſtry of theoklef Churcin Shin aplace - 


yy Þ 
know it by, how man was iuſtified in the ſight of God,and 
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where every man may ealily ſee it, with this inſcription 
wrought in capitall letters, Roderico Valerio a Citizen of Ne- 
briſſaan Apoitata; anda falſe Apoſtle of Swill, who ſaid he 
was ſent from God, By this mans aduertiſement,as I ſhew- 
ed before, was this DoRour Aegidio firſt awakedzand by his 
inſtrutions came firſt ctothe knowledge of the true Goſpel 
of Chriſt, wet lay buried a long ſeaſon before, ſo that nei- 
ther maiſter nor ſcholler once Cc ſo much as one word 
thereof, Therefore ſo oft as his matter came in hearing 
beforethe Inquilitours, this DoRor Aegrdio did alwayes 
ſtand his good friend as much as in him lay, through 
whoſe meanes it was thought that he found * & more fa- 
vouratthe Inquiſitours hands in- the mitigation of their 
ſentence vpon him,being a relapſe as their term is. But in 
the end Door Aegidio binſelfe bought full dearely that 
little curteſic that was ſhewed to this wan at his mediati- 
on. For thereby he purchaſed to himſelfe both much ha- 
tred,and grew dayly into great ſuſpicion with all that pack 
of Phariltes,that could not wel away with his perfet and 
vertuous linceritie, Beſides theſe good inſtrutions, this 
Aegidio was alſo familiarly acquainted & conuerſant with 
Conſtantino Fontio,a man excellently well learned,by whoſe 
dayly conference, he profited maruellouſly in ſtudie, fell 
tothereading of good Authors, and ſo grew to profound 
knowledge in the holy Scriptures : but ſpecially concer- 
ning ſuch matters whereof he would preachto edifice the 
people withall, he both learned them perfeAtly by confe- 
rence with other wiſe & learned meng& partly by his own 
reading and experience: at the length, beganne to preach 

as learnedly, godly ,and zealoully, as he had before times 
done coldly, toolſhly, and voskufully. Then began the 
hcarers to feel themaruellousforce of that doctrine which 


theſe three men of greatcredit and-eſtimation , Aegidia - 


Conſtantine, & Varquiamagne taught with one co 


ſomuch chat the morethey grewin knowledge fromtheir 


old ignoranceand blindneſſe , the more were theſe on 
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had in reputation among them,and the old hyporcites de® 
ſpiſed,thar had taught them other doArinetS the great p&# 
rill of their ſoules, Whereupon there were dayly diners 
complaints brought to the Inquilitors eares of theſe men? 
bur ſpecially of D. Aegidio, who of meer [implicity,and b 
reaſon that he wasin ſomemore authoritie than the ref, 
did more openly inucigh againſttheaduerſaries of thetruth 
whom they began chiefly ro enuic at ſuch time as the Em- 

or in reſpe& of his lingularlearning and integritie of 
life, elected him to the bilhopricke of Dorrozs., For then 
thoſe hypocrits began to beſtirre them of all hands,andro 
lay all their heads rogetherto giue him alift;thinking that 
if he were once conſecrated Biſhop there, he would 
a foule coyle in their kingdome. Therfore they cited him 
to come before the holy Houſe,where plaint was entred a- 
gain(t him by ſuch as were their crafts-maiſters, able to 
worke him miſchlefe, and to bring it about cloſely, ſo that 
by their meanes he was call into priſon,and therupon exa- 
mined, The firlt matter was concerning the iuſtification of 
a Chriſtian man, and diuers other that depend thereon 
as of mans merits,of purgatory, of the meanes of ſatisfa- 
ion for linnes deuiſed by mans braine, ofthe number of 
Mediatours,and whether there were any moethan Chriſt 
alone :alſo concerning the aſſurance of faith in ſuch asare 
iuſlified, &c, Beſides theſe,there were alſo other matters 
that fell out by occaſion of an abominable Idoll of the 
bleſſed Virgine Marie, wrought very artificially by Fer- 
dinando the King (asthe report goeth) : the which Image, 
vpon diuers feaſtes of the bleiſed Virginez is ſet vp and 
ſhewed to the people with great pompe : whereupon Ido- 
latrie or the worſhipping of Images came in queſtion, 
Alſo by likeoccalion of 1 certainechipof wood that is ve» 
_. #y {uperſtitiouſly honoured in the ſame Church,as a pecce 
ue Fob Crofle whereon Chrilt was crucifiedsthe which re- 
+ +”: Tique DoRour Azgidio wiſhed to bee/burned, the ſame 
>”: matter likewiſe came in talke, Moreouer, concerning 
"5 A a inuocation 
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invocation and prayers to dead ſaints, and the baniſhing 
outof pulpits the deuices of mans brain, and of placing 
therein the perfect and expreſſe word of God and other 
ſuch neceſſary matters of like importance : and therwithal, 
to fet him forward,he was charged tobe an earnelt fauou- 
rer of Valeriode Nebriſa,cc. Whereunto D. eAegrdio made 
anſwer particularly ,but chiefly touching the firſt poynr. 


 wWherofhe made ſo perfet & abſolute a defence,ſo learned- 


ly,ſo-:godly,& fo abſolutely,as any hath bin hitherto heard 
or ſeene : in the which an{were hee gaue his aduerſaries 
twenty waics to take aduantage of him, and thereupon 
to inferre divers other ſuch hereſies. But at that time the 
Inquiſitours were not growne ſo bold as (ince then they 
hauebecne, nor indeede durſt burne ſuch a man as he was 
for theſe quarrels, albeit they were vrged and called ypon 
oneuery lide very carneftly {o to do. Therefore ſeeing that 
they could in no wiſe make him change or alter his minde, 
they began to deuiſe which way they might Gue his life, 
becauſe the Emperour, who latel had eleted him to ſo 

ta Biſhopricke , as alſo the whole Chapter of the Ca- 
thedrall Churchin S:#i, were becom very earneſt ſuters in 
his behalfe. There was alſo one of the Inquilitours named 
Corrano,a good and a fatherly old man, who for that aſſu» 
rance which hee had by his owne knowledge of the 
good conuerſation of Door Aegid:o,and of the froward- 
nes of his accuſers , flood his very good friend , though 
his. wicked affociate Pedrs Diaz4io was ſore againſt him 
who likea proud Apeſtataforſooke the truth, wherein the 
ſame Yaleriode Nebriſa had inſtructed him in his priuate 
leQures vpon Pauls. Epiſtle ro the Romanes : for the 
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Spaniſh Inquiſition. 
into Spaine, And DoQor —_— for hispart among-o- 
thers named one Bartholomeo de Zamora, a Monke of the 
order of Saint Dominicke, a man very well learned, and 
one that knewethe truth. Who afterwards bythe Empe- 
rours meanes was preferred to the Archbifhopricke of 
Toledo: whence hee was ſhortly after i ce for religion, 
or as it is more probably conieured,vpon ſome pri 
grudge which the Archbiſhop of Siw#ll, high commi 
fioner in the Inquilition,bare vnto him,and ſo after many 
conflicts with the Inquiſitours, atthe length died. Bur at 
thattime hee could not bee preſent at this triall,by reaſon 
that hee was attendant ypon the Emperour : So that Arias, 
who was commonly called Seignewr Blanco ,, was Judge at 
that time. But what his verdite was,is already partly re- 
ported in the ſpeciall hiſtory that I haug written of hies; 
and perhaps the ſame may come forth to light hereafter 
particularly ioyned with the anſwer that Doctor Aegidio 
made thereunto. But whether Arias were thereto nomi- 
nated by the Inquifitours themſelues , or by Door Ae- 


gidio , as yet it is not certainly known: ſo that ſome 


being abſent, and ſome fearefull to ſpeake their mindes 
for feare of afterclaps,the determination thereof was refer« 
red to onecalled Dominico 4 Soto, aſophiſter of greatfame 
in the Vniuerlity of Sa/amarcke, and one other of the or- 
der of Saint Dominicke , who after great expeRation of 
his comming , atthe1aſt came from Salamarxck to Simll, 
andthere entred diſputation with Door Aeg:dio that was 
but a plaine-dealing man and of a ſmall forclight, more 
craftily and ſubtilly then other had deale betore him, 
Fir(t, pretending much good will cowards him,and per- 
ceauing that by dealing with him openly , hee could in 
no caſe remove him from his opinion, hee fained himſelfe 
to be jumpe with him in the ſame: marry hee adviſed him, 
tharforaſmuch zs thoſe articles y were calle( 


:"-iny queſtion were ſomewhat odious in molt mens cates, 
*/t0'the end to ſtoppe that gaPPes hee would make” and 
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43 . Publiſh ſorve apt declaration and expolition thereof, the 
---* Which he offred to preſcribe vnto him in the belt ſort that 
he could, that he might vſe it if it liked him, orelſe they 
two to conferre about it, and ſet it forth tothe berter di{- 
charge of their conſciences, furtherance of the truth , and 
contentation of the hearers. Whereupon 4oto preſcribed 
ſuch a preſident? both of them conferred abourit, and in 
the end agreed without any controuerſie. There was a ſo- 
Iemne day of hearing appointed by the Inquilitours for 
that purpoſe, aud two pulpits ſet inthe Cathedrall Church, 
the one for D, Aegidio,the other for Aſoto,and all the peo- 
_ ple wereafſembled thither. Aſoro began his fermon,and 
proceeded accordingly, Immediately after the end there- 
of, he drew forth of his boſome adeclaration quite contra- 
ry to that whereupon they were agreed, For in the former 
there was nothing but that which was conſonantto the 
truth and his own conſcience : in this,no ſuch matter, but 
only a plain recantation ofallthoſethings whereof he was 
—_ and had bin a maintainer of before by the ſpace of 
2. whole yeares, and lately alſo __ the time of his in- 
priſonment, Butthe pulpits were ſuch a diſtance aſunder, 
that by meanes thereof partly, and partly with the mur- 
mure of the common people, whiles euery man gaue his 
verdite thereof, there was ſuch a noiſe, that Dot. Aegidio 
could not well vnderſtand what Aſoto ſaid : but yer for 
the good opinion which he had of him,gaue him ſuch cre- 
dit,that at the end of euery article,when Aſoto craftily asked 
his conſent thereto , willing him to ſpeake aloud that the 
people might hear himyor elſe to {ignifie ſo much by ſome 
' countenance or geſture,he did ſo,confeſling that he did a- 
© greeto allthoſe things which Aſoto had read vnto them. 
Whereupon he was preſently condemned to ſuffer impri- 
ſonment for 3. yeares. Morcover,this crafty Monk procu- 
reda prohibition again{t him for preaching, reading or 
writing by the ſpace of to yeares yr. him du- 
ringthat time,not todepart Spain,Wherat D,Aegidio _ 

ue 
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knowing nothing hereof, nor vnderſtanding after what 
ſort he waz circumuented;til the time that he was brought 
to priſon againe: whither divers of his friends reſorting 


to vilit him, began to rebuke him for denying the truth. 


The which things wee neuer cameto have any notice of, 
but of his owne mourh in the timeof his impriſonment. 
During w* cime he chanced to hear dfthe death of 3./of 
his moit deadly enemies,Sbarroia,a ſophiſter &'one of þ or- 
der of 8, Dominike,Pedro Mexia,ore that took vpon him ve« 
ry arrogantly the title of a Philoſopher without any ma- 
ner of good learningyand Pedro Diaziothe Inquiſitor that 
plaied the Apoftara.and forſook the truth molt wickedly as 
was before declared, Neither is it to be otherwiſe thought 
then to be the ſecret iudgement of God,thar 3, of the grea- 
relt enemies that the truth had, and ſore aduerſaries to this 
innocent man,ſhould dyeall within one yeare each after 
other, while D, Aegidio was in priſon, and his rwarters in 
examination , and (as it is reported) that: forpe of them 
ſhould depart ſcarce quietly, Howbeit hee liaed foure or 
hue yeares after thatretraRation which was compaſſed of 
him by ſuch deceitful meanes,and was neuertheletle eſtee- 
med of all that godly congregation;and did as much good 
to other afterwards, as at any other time being at his moſt 
liberty, In the wh time, by reaſon of an embaffie which he 
was ſent in, he viſited his brethren that ſometime had been 
ſchollers to D.Cacalia at YValladslit profeſling the goſpel vn- 
der him, & renouncing all wickida & impietic. Whom 
after he had comforted and confirmed, in his way homes 
ward as he returned to Sill,being ſore ſhaken in thatlong 
iourney, by reaſon that he had not beenacquainted with 
trauaile of a great while beforeghe (ickned,and thereapon” 
within a few dayes after departed this tr6ubleſome life,anid” 
went to eucrlaſtingreſt,” {44247 3 eo 
::: Heleft behind him cerfaine Commientaries ypon the ' 
book ot Gzn't's 1s,6'Safnt P xau't #5 Epiltte tothe” 
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aloſſians.,. ypon certaine of the, Plalmes and Canti- 


learnedly, andlike one plentifully indued with the Holy 
Gholt, the which are reſerued in thecuſtodie of divers 


. men ofcruſt and credit, as iewells and treaſures to the be- 


hoofe of the Church. The whichalbeic they were both 
learned and godly , yet other things which hee wrote in 
priſon,doe ſo farre exccedethem for the ſpeciall affeRions 


 moued (no doubt) by the ſpirit of God, and expreſſed 


therein, that a man may eaſily ſeethe force of affliftion & 
tribulation, how much it auaileth the godly for deepe 
iudgement in matters-of diuinitie. But within two or 
three yeares after his deaththe new Inquilitors thinkin 

that the other who had the examination of him had dealt 
a great deal more calily with him than became Inquilitors, 
ſeeing that they could not citehis ſpirit ro appeare before 
them, which was in quietneſle and in reft, therefore they 
determined to ſhew their ſpite rowards his carcaſle & dry 
bones. Whereupon they digged him out of his graue,and 
buried in his place and vnder his name a puppet of ſtraw, 
brought his corps vpon the ſcaffold, and vſedit in ſuch 
ſoct.as they would haue done himſelfe that (itreth in Heas 


' yen with Chriſt on the right hand of his Father, if th 


could hauc caught him here in earth, But God that dwel- 
leth on high, laugeth at their follies, 


| Doftor Conflantine Fontioga Canon and Preacher 
in the Cathedrall Church in Sinill. 


]- was the ſingular good hap of the Church (ſauing that 
it heaped condemnation vpon it the more)that Conftar- 
4ine ſhould comein place after ſo godly a man as D.Aegidbo 
was: by whoſe meanes Conſtantine in very ſhort ſpace mar- 


_velloully encreaſed & profited in vertueand ſound religi-' 
ON And! therfore,foraſmuch as the worthines of this man 
was ſo great, ] agviultly occalioned ſomewhat to 


courſe 


| Ipaniſh mquiſtion, = 


diſcourſe of himin this hiſtorie. Wherein I feare itgreat-- 


ly, leſt I ſhall not bee able ſufficiently to- ſer our the com- 
mendation of that man accordingly as his worthinefle de- 
ſerueth. For howcan [ deuiſeto found thy prayſes ſuffici- 


ently, being the moſt famous Diuine of any that hath li-- 


ued in our dayes , and one whom God of his aboundant 
gracious goodnelle , did indue ſo plentifully with ſorare 
qualities , as hardly are to bee ſeen together againein one 
man ſo that well they may be wondered at, butneuer va- 
lued to their worth @ It is a (trange matter, and almoſt in- 
credible, and yet true that I will report of him, forl am a- 
ble to juſtibe it : that of many thouſands of men that have 
viewed this mans qualities thorowly,there was neuerany, 
bur eyther loued him paſfingly,or elſe hated him fpitefully, 


Therefore as he was ordained to be both beloued and ha-- 


ted with extremitie : ſo had hee many malicious enemies , 


and as many carnelt friends and fauoufers. And heereI 
comprehend not ynder the name of friends, ſuch as hee - 


himſelfe bare good will vnto,, morethanl account thoſe 
men among the number ofhis foes to whom hee wiſhed 
euill: but onely ſuch as he knew nor, and yetthey with all 


" ey hearts both loued and honoured him. For thoſe that - . 


bare ſpeciall affection vnto (foraſmuch as he knew the 
vnconſtancie of chis world) were _ one or twoin all 
his lifetime. Notwithſtanding, ſuch as he thoughe worthy 


to be belouedin reſpect of their vertue, he would pleaſure - 


any way that poſſibly hecould. His youth, in compariſon 


of other young men that be(tudious, perhaps he beſtowed | 
not fo prayſably : yet fo ;.asit was no hindranceto him - 


in his ageafterwards, but that he paſſedit with great com- 
niendation. Farbeinga man ofa maruellouspteafant wit, 


and in matters of diſport pleaſantly di ( otherwiſe - 


very faire conditioned) heediminithed his credit and eſti- 
mation fomewhar: after he was grown inyeares, by viin 
himſelfe overmuch to teſting, Howbeit,that waeanly wit 
his aduerſaties , who notwithſtanding would as greatly 
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have diſliked him on the other ſide,if hee had been as ſage . 
and grave aseither Carixc'or Cate. And indeed there are 
a great ſort of his ayiogs in many mens mouthes, which 
being well weighed and confidered,are more worthy tobe 
called wiſe Apothegmes, than pleaſant ſpeeches : but they 
are ſuch as cannot aptly bee expretled , and retaine their 
grace in any otherlanguage. Neitherdid he focommonly 
vieto ieſtat any, or ſofinely,as at thoſe hypocrites the 
Monks and Prieſtsthat had a certaine pridein themſelues, 
of a fooliſh phariſaicall opinion of holineſle, being but in 
meeretoyes and tritjes, But molt of all he vſed ro gird the 
fooliſh Preachers, whereofthere was never any age ſo full, 
whotn the holy Scriptures account to be the vileſt ſort of 
people that are,comparing them co ſalt that hath loſt his ſa- 
yer,& wil ſcrue to no vie. Neither can any man ſufficiently 
maruell at his paſſing wit, that beingin a barbarous age , 
when all good learning was almoſt loſt, and forgotten a- 
mong men z in this vniuerſall time of ignorance, hee did 
cither only attaine to grounded knowledge, or had very 
few fellowes. And in the rongues,to wit,the Latin,Greek, 
and Hebrew, became ſo notable without any teacher, that 
he alone had been ſufficiently able to reſtore them vnto 
vsof. himſelfe. As for all other kinde of learning that ſer» 
ved co the furniſhing of a perfect eratour, he attained not 
onely a ſuperficiall ight therein,but a and abſolute 
knowledge. With theſe helpes he fell to the (tudy of holy 
Scriptures, wherein he became fo well learned even in his 
yout h,that whenſoeuer he was occaſioned to ſhew his 0s 
pinion concerning any matters,or the ſignification of any 
termes thgrein, he left nothing votouched that any might 
doubt of z-except ſuch as were blind as buzzards,6c could 
ſee nothing. Moreouer, he was ſo eloquent in his owne 
congue, that all his auditors were brought into a great ad- 
miration theregi, Being-thus furniſhed-with theſe good 
gifts,hefell,ro preaching, and without compariſon paſſed 
\allthem of this age or of theage betore him. agen" 
g00 
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good qualities, hee had a ay good diſcretion and 
iudgement in all his doings, the which he had attaihed 
vnto, partly by great (tudy, partly by long praftice and 
experience, but ſpecially by great ſearch and profound 
knowledge in holy Scriptures, wherein he plainly ſaw, as 
it had beenefrom thetop of a high Tower, whatſoever all 
the world did. At ſuch times as he preached (which com- 
monly was about eight of the clock) there was ſo great 
reſort to his Sermon,that after foure of the clocke in the 
morning, and many times from three, it was hardto geta 
good place in all the Church where a man might conveni- 
ently heare him. Notwithſtanding allthis fauour and af- 
feftion which all the people bare vnto him(exceptthe ma- 
licious hypocrites)belides his meat and drinke for his rea- 
{onable {uſlenancegand his Library which was but meanly 
furniſhed, he gathered together no other great ſubſtances 
forhe was a man farre from thoſe two plagues that haue . 
alwaies infected the Church of Chriſt, couetouſneſle and 
ambition. In ſo much that being offered a good Canon» 
ſhip in the Church of Toledo,which many a man ofhis or« 
der would think himſelfe in happy caſe it he mightatraine 
vnto, he was ſo farre from the greedy deſire thereof, that 
he contemaned it, rather not caring for it, but after his ac- 
cuſtomed manner jealted at it merily. For immediatly af- 
ter the death ofthe Biſhop of Yrica, that was preacher in 
the Cathedrall Church,the whole Chapiter with one con- 
ſent offered him that place which they commonly call the 
Oppoſition,and ſent for him thither very honourably.But he 
made them anſwer without any great deliberation, that 
he had great cauſeto yeeld them many thankes for their 
£900 opinions conceaved of him, in that they thought 

im worthy of ſo great a dignitie, ſaying that hee would 
doethe beſt he could to require their curteſies. Howbeit 
foraſmuch as his fathers and his grandfathers bones buried 
many yeares agoe, were now in reſtand quiet,he would in 
no 


doeany thing whereby the reſt that they were in 
B b might 
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| miſs be qa, ed. And this (I ſuppoſe) was the ſumme 
of his anſwer and the very words 1x hee ſpake. For a- 
bout that time there grew hot quarrells betwixt the Arch- 
biſhop ſurnamed S#licews a man of famous memorie for- 
footh, andthe chapiter of the ſame Church Fhe Archbt- 
ſhop was hated of the chief men of the chapiter becauſe he 
had openly & in opprobrious maner reported them to be 
deſcended of the loineof the Tewes:and they on the other 
ſide being men in good eſtate, and not able to beare 
theſe reproaches, thought to be even with this fooliſh Bt- 
ſhop thatcamefrom cart & plough,and by good hap (as a 
man —_— without all reſpeR of learning or honeſty, 
was preferred tothe higheſt dignity in allSpain next vnder 
' the king:and becauſe he was a troubler of common quiet, 
| they purpoſed to work himallthe ſpight that might be :by 
 meanes wherofnone were ſpared that had been buried by 
theſpace of a 190, yeares, but that this good-Archbiſtiop 
vnder pretence —_ - made inquiry of the Canons fa- 
thers,grandfathers and great grandfathers,driuing them to 
deriue their _—_ out of their graues. The which foo- 
liſh & vngodly-controverſies Conſtantine: took occaſion to 
quip them for,at ſuch time as he was ſent for ro ſapply that 
place. In like ſort notlong before he refuſed a Canonſhip in 
the Church of 2eroa;bothrich to the purſe & worſhipful 
beſides for eſtimation, fituate in his own native ſoil. More- 
 ouer, being the firſt man that brought the knowledge of 
' rruereligion into Swi, he did ſo plainly ſet it forth and fo 
ſincerely,ſo ſharply rebuked thoſe pedlers that ſold all their 
packs of pardons and other fancies for pence, laying fuch 
things ſo ſore to their charge, that notwithſtanding they 
law full well that he would proue a plague both to them 
and their whole generation, yet could they not finde any 
2ult cauſe to accule him of but to their owne ſhame', and 
yet ceaſed they not ro hate him deadly. Howbeit he took 
away their {tings fo cleane, that they could neuer come 
conueniently to poiſon him : neither did hee ſlacke _—_ 
| tat. 


Spaniſh mquiſitivg. 137 
that to ſet forth thertruth, notwithſtanding that h eeknew 
they lay in wait for him priuily, And farely it was the ſin- 
gular prouidenceof God which ſoblefſed that Citie, that 
there ſhould be in that Church at once three ſuch notable 
men and ſo excellently learned,Conflantine, Azgidio & Var- 
gui0, which before times were Students together in Diui- 
nitie, and now furtherers of yertue and good religion 
with one conſent , and with like zeale. For YVarquio did 
read vpon the Goſpell after Matthew , in the Cathedral 
Church ; and that being done,did afterwards take in hand 
to expound the Pſalter, Aegidio preached dayly : Conſtants - 
#o not ſo often as Aegidio,but to as great fruir and edifying, 
continuing all together each manin hiszroome , till after- 
wards that God ſent (tormie tempeſtes, tothe end to t 
each mans building , that Varguio in the middeſt of this 
hurly-burly, while heeand his aduerſaries were bickering 
together, died ;Conſtantimo was ſent for by the Emperour 
and his ſonne Philip,and forced to forſake Sinill. So that 
Do. Aegidro was left alone likea lambe among a ſort of 
wolues to miniſter matter for a tragedy:the which is a!rea- 
dy declared in this hiſtorie. After whoſe death Conſtanting 
left the Emperours Court, where hee had gotten-both 
wiſedome and learning, and returned to Sw againe to ſet 
forward thelight of the Goſpell that had beene ſtop 
fora while. The which thing he did with as much zealeas 
euer he did before time: ſo thatboth he himſelfe was ve- 
ry welleſteemed, and his ſermons liked of all the people 
exceedingly. It was alſo his chance, by reaſon of a certzine 
order taken by the whole Chapiter, to bee appointed the 
next lent after his comming to preach every other day in 
the Cathedrall Church. The w® when he refuſed to take 
ypon him becauſe of his late licknes,being ſcarcely well re- 
couered,he was compelledto do it perforce,notwithſland- 
ing that he was ſo weak a creaturethat he was ſomtime car- 
ried thither, & forfaintnes once or twiſein a ſermon com- 

pelled to drink adraught of ns to refreſh himſelf _—_ 
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and to make him able to hold out til the end of his howre, 
The which(doubtleſſc)was a very ſtrange light to behold: 
and yet ſuch fauoureuery man bare towards him, that hee 
was diſpenſed withall to vie that libertie. Afterwards be- 
ing reſtored to his health, he deuiſed a ready way to ſer for- 
ward his purpoſe , and ſuch as none had troden in before 
him, For by his meanes one Seignior Scobario a famous 
man in Sill, both in life and learning, to whom the Se- 
nate of the Citie by common conſent had committed the 
chargeand ouerlight of thie Colledge of children ( com- 
,monly called the houſeof learning) conferring with Cor- 
ſtantino about the matrer, tranllated the reuenuethat ſome 
drunken chaplen would haue deuoutly drunk for his ſoule, 
into a yearely (tipend,towards the maintenance of a Di- 
uinitie-leAure in the ſame Colledge , whereof this Cor- 

ſtantmo was choſen reader, Who both happily tooke in 
hand and eſſeQually purſued that profitable exerciſe : be- 
ginning firſt with Salomons Prouerbs , the booke of the 
Preacher , and Cantica Canticerum. \Which after hee had 
paſledthrough very learnedly,he proceeded into Iob,and 
expounded it more than halfe. All which workes are ex+ 


' tant at this day in written hand, gathered very painefully 


by one of his auditors named Babs, Whercin'it ſhall ap- 

are hereafter,as I can haue leaſure to publiſh them, how 
_ hee hath exceeded all that haue written vpon theſe 
books hitherto,and how excellently wel learned he was. 
But ſome euill ſpirit enuying the good ſuccelle of that Ci- 
tie, vnderthe pretence of feruent zcale, cauſed him to for- 
fakethat courle wherein hee ranne before, and afterward 
incombered him ſo many wayes, that he wasneuer cleare 
quit of all till his dying day. About what time welneare, 
it hapned thatthe chiete Canonfhip(which was firſt foun- 


- ded fora Preacher ) fell void in the Church of Swill,by rea« 


ſon of Do. Aegidio his death. Whereunro the whole 
Chapiter would willingly hauechoſen Conſtantine, as one: 
whom they thought of deſert worthy the place , for _ 

| ; notable 
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notable gifts that both they and all the whole Citle ſaw in 
him ofa long time while he continued Preacher there,but 
that it would not:ſtand with the rules of their Houſe to 
admit him therunto without oppoſitions. For vpon their 
laſterror in chuling Dot, Aegidio, immediately after,they 
entered an order, that nonethenceforth ſhould be admit- 
ted to enioy that place without their accuſtomed kinde of 
oppolitions vſuallin all Churches, Whereas Conſtantine 
on the other lide had alwaies ſcorned and deridedthoſece- 
remonies, as toyes, not much: vnlike the contentions of 
tugglers & minſtrels for the beſt games, Moreouer,one Yate 
deſio 3iſhop of Sixill & a courtier,owing Conſtantinoapriuy 
grudge from the firſt time that he preached before the Em- 
peror,& grew into his fauour, was vefy earneftlyin hand 
with the Chapiter,preſſing them with their own decree, 
after he vaderſtood thatthey were about to vadoit again, 
Wherupon there was a day appointed for the oppoſition, 
and publiſhed in the moſt famous Cities in Spaine, ſo that 
diuers came flocking, as it had bin a ſort bf crowes about 
a carrion, But the wiſer ſort kept themſelues away from 
encountring with him, for the greatfauour and eſtimati- 
on that hee was in, ſo thatthere were but onely two that 
aboad the brunt: the one called Maiveloa Canon of Alca- 
la,the other a Canon of Malaga, hoping belike'to ger 
ſome great bootie thereby. Howbeirthefrſt ypon betrer 
aduiſement returned home againe ſhortly after to Alcala: 
the other Canon of Malaga,bolltered by the Archbiſhop 
to ſpight Conſtantine withall, wilfully continued the skir- 
wiſh. AttheJeogth, Conſtantine being overcome through 
the great Entreatie and perſwaſion'of the *Chapirer,, 
butefoecially moned by. the importunateſuteofa friend. 
of his,to whom 1 wiſh he had not yeelded ſq mich itithis- 
(fot then perhaps he had been aliue atthis time) reſolued 
himſelfe toſtand for the Canonſhip,and to diſpure after 
the accultomed order : by meanes' whereof fulGfling that” 
ceremony he of Jdalaga was =_ to ſhake his'eares, and 
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the Chapiter prenailed againſt the Biſhop. There was alſo 
at the ſametimea little zzale which blinded Conftartine , 
leſt perhaps ſome prater ſhould haue fept in place, that 
would alwaies be barking againſt good & godly dodrine: 
whereas by his accepting of the ſame place there was a cer- 
tain ikelyhood and hope, that the doarine therby ſhould 
hauethe mocre free paſſage. In reſpe&t whereof, hee was 
the more willing , rather therrfor any greedy or couetous 
delice of attaining any wealth thereby, the which vice hee 
alwayes contemned with a manly courage, Whereupon, 
his aduerſarie that ſtood againſt him perceiving himſelfe 
vnable to weigh with him, either for learning , countes 
nance, or-fauour which hee found at the Chapiters hand, 
bent himſelf wholly to take exceptionsto his perſon,& to 
diſable him that way. Firſthe began to obieR againlt him 
all his youthly toyes, namely mariage,the w<Þ was before 
he entred into orders, charging him that neither hee was 
rightly prieſted, nor came by his degree of Doctorſhip or» 
derly. On the other (ide, a marueHous rabble of the 1ypo- 
<crites that had been of his old acquaintance begarto hoe 
galled afreſh , ſeeing him ſo highly preferred , infomuch 
that they fell co reuiue old: matrers concerning diuers 
ints of religion , vrging them more earneſtly than they 

ad done before time, & that in the court of þ Inquilirion, 
wherein Yaldefio his aduerſary ſat as Iudge. Notwithſtand- 
inginthe middeft oftheſe broiles,Conftantino reſting vpon 
the good wils of the Chapiter, was inftal{ed, and whites 
the controuerfies were at thehotteſt;there was much buli- 
neſſe in that Church by meanes of certaine books of /zlia- 
ns paruo, whereof I made mention before. In the which 
ſtormes what place was there wherein Conſtartmo might 
ſhraug- his head ? Andyet being brought before the In- 
quilitours ,/ albeit hee had thorowly diſpleaſed all his 
aduerlaries in the former braules before, yetnotwithſtand- 
inghe auoided all cheir quarrels picked againſt him by his 
guicke and. ready anfwers (after his accuſtomed maner ). 
[2 | ſo 
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ſo eaſily, that they could in no caſe get him to make any 
open proteltation of his faith , by the which their hope 
was to.compaſle and circumvent him. And in very Ceede 
he had eſcaped at thelength, bur that God of his wonder- 
full providence compelled him fore againſt his will; brief- 
ly and plainely to confelle his truth, © For nigh about the 
lame- time there was a very honeſt and a. ſubſtantiall wi- 
dow , named /ſabella Martina , apprehended, in whoſe 
houſe Conſtantine had hidde certaine ſpeciall bookes for 
feare of the Inquiſitours, which hee might not auow the 
keeping of in Spaine without preſent perill. Whoſe 
goods being ſequeltred according to the cullome of the 
Inquiſition , her ſonne, one Franciſco Bertramo , had con- 
ucighed. divers Cheſts of the belt (tuffe that his- mother 
had, becauſe hee would ſaue ſomewhat, ſo that theſe gree 
die gulles ſhould notdeuoureall. The whichthing com« 
ming tothe lnquiſitours eares, by meanes of his vntruſtie 
ſeruant who diſcloſed: it, was the occalion that they ſent 
immediately one Ladowirs Sotellio their Alguazill to de- 
mand thoſe Cheſtes. Who reſorted vnto him accor- 
dingly ; as he began to ſay his meſſage ſoberly, Bertramo 
forgetting the Cheſtes,and ſuppoſing that the cauſe of his 
comming.had. been for Coxftantins's bookes; tooke the 
tale out of his mouthand ſaid vnto him : Seignior Lindowico, 
] know whereabout you come; and therefore if yon- will 
promiſe mee on your honeſty quietly to depart 'vpon the 
receitetherof, I willſhew yourhem. . The A/guazill mea- 
ning the Cheſtes (asfor the bookes hee neither came for 
them,nor knew of any ſuch before) promiſed him ſo to 
doe. Wherupon Bertramo carried him forthwith into a ſe- 
cret place far within the houſe, and plucking forth a tone 
or two. in the wall, ſhewed, him Conftantind'; jewells of 
paper indeede , : bur: farre more precious than gold or 

arle,Whereatthe A/gsazi/ being ſomewhat aſtonied, to 
End that which he looked not for;told himthathe came to 
demand no ſuch maner of thing , but certaite Cheſtes of - 
sf ; his: > 


Q 4 RY 
# > 


oO - iÞ8, « 
« 6688 «8 Po 
___ 
- I Wo . 
ot 
- EE 9 
I ' p * 
».4 
|, . "Re 
_ X his 
y % 


Sata Adiſconery of the | 


mothers goods, which he had purloined from the Se- 
queſter,*. As for his promiſe made vnto him for his quiet 
parture, he ſaid hee was not bound thereby otherwiſe, 


; but thathe mult needs carry both him & his books to the 
- Inquilitours, Thus by theſe meanes came all Conſtantino's 
. writings out of corners to light, and tothe Inquilitours 


hands, contrary both to his owne expeQation and his 
aduerſaries,which would haue giuen a great peece of mo- 
ney to haue come by them before; And among other of 
his writings there was one great volume found written 
throughout with his owne hand,wherein (as the Inquili- 
tours themſelues reported in their ſentence which they 
gaue vpon him afterwards ſtanding vpon the ſcatfold) hee 
did openly and plainly in maner, as it were for his owne 
fatisfaRion, handle theſe ſpeciall points: rhat isto ſay, the 
ſlace of the Churchthe true Church & the Popes Church, 
whom he called very Antichriſt : the Sacrament of the 
Lords ſupper: the invention. of the Malle , wherein hee 
ſaid that the whole world was deceiued & abuſed through 
ignorance of the holy Scriptures : the iuſtification ” | 2 
Chriſtian man: Purgatory,web he termed the wolas head, 
ſaying that it was a deuice of the Monks to feed their own 
bellies: alſo Bulles & Popiſh pardons, mens merits,ſhrift, 
and otherarticles of Chriſtian religion. The which book 
ſo ſoone as it came to the Inquilitors hands, they deman- 
ded of himif heknew his owne hand: howbeit he ſhifted 
them off from their purpoſe a good while,and drove them 
off from day today:til at the laſt vnderftandIng the will of 
God, who had now taken away all cualions from him, he 
acknowledged his owne hand, and confeſſed it to bee his 
owne writing, proteſting openly, that all things therein 
contayned werefull oftruth & linceritie. Therefore (ſaid 
he) take yeno further paines in ſeeking witnelles to teſti- 
fie againit mee, fince you have ſo plaine and perfet a con- 


- felſion of my opinion and beliefe, but doe deale with mee 


as it ſhall pleaſe you. After the which examination ar” an- 
| Eh wer, 
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ſer hee remained in priſon by the ſpace 


tie diet, though he were not a man greatly cu 
tie therein before time, burchiefly, of very ſorrow: conſu- 


thers his fellowes, ſpent.in vaine ypon that good Church, 
which now was ſo miſerably ſacked, he fell firlt co bealir- 
tle craſed,and afterwards being not ableto abide theexcee- 
ding heate of the Sunne, which made his priſon like a hot- 
houſevnto him, was faineto rip himſelfe into his bare 
ſhirt,& ſo to contigue both day & nighr,By occaſis wher- 
of he fell ſick of the bloody flize,and within 15. daies after 
dyed, amids the filth & foile of the priſon,rendring vp his 
{weet ſoule to Chriſt, for the promoting of whoſe glorie 


death,there was u—_ with him a certaine young man,a 
Monk of Saint I[iders cloiſter,vertuous and well diſpoſed, 
who alſo was priſoner there for religion at the ſame time, 
and put in the ſamepriſon with him to keepe him compa- 
ny. This Monkes name was Ferdinande. Perhaps in the 
eyes of fooliſh worldlings this Conftantino ſeemed to dye, 
but in very deed he reſterh in peace. As for the cruel tor- 
tures , which other haue accuſtomably beene tormented 
withall, the truth is, he never taſted any , not forany re- 
| that theſe cruell Termagants had of ſucha man as 
ce was ( whoſe diſpleaſure hee had earneſtly procured a- 
gainſt him by his ſharpe and quicke anſwers while hee 
was priſoner ) but eyther, for that they determined to de- 
lay his puniſhment , meaning to detaine him in priſon 
a longerſpace, tothe intent to diſcourage him,and»to 
keepe other that fauoured his dafArine anie ways of 
wereentred in that religion,in continuall awe: or elle, 
becauſe they thought rot that hee ſhould. haue been ta» 
ken forth of their; hands ſo ſuddenly. Whereupon 


the [oquilitours bruted a rumour abroad to the ſame end 
| C c and 


yeares: where partly by occalion of hiscorru RO x OY 
owardae . —— —þ 


ming him to ſee ſo much labour, both of his owneando-' 


he had oftentimes before aducntured it moſt manfully, And” 
in this time of his ſicknes, as well as at the howre of his 
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and to dauntiuch as had been his ſchollers, that 
they might come trembling.into the Court, and accuſe 
the! before they were {ent for; vpon hope of the In- 


a quilitours mercy : cauling it to bee noiſed, that he in his 
"| life being vpon therack,had confeiled vnto them'of divers 
| that were his auditours& (chollers.To thewhich end and 
/purpoſe, diuers of the next priſon adioining to his, were 
| fuborned to affirme that they heard the cries and ſhrikes 
which he madeatthetimeof his rormenting. Therefore 
now after his death , ſecing him to beetaken our of their 
; hands by Gods good meanes, fo that now they had him 
| No more aliveamong them to exrend their crueltie vpon, 

| they determined notwithſianding ro worke him ſuch 
poore ſpight as they could, in derogating from the good 
eſtimation and report which he had of all men, ſpreading 
falſe and ſlanderous tales vpon him,that hee ſhould ſtrike 
himfelfe in a veine with a peece of a broken glatſe,to avoid 
both ſhame and paine. Thete werealfo ſung openly in 
the ſtreetes ouer all the Citie divers 6hhie and Nlanderous 
dities ſung by boyes in his diſpraiſe : but whether they 
were publiſhed by procurement of the Inquiſitours , or 
K ſome of their Paralites, or of meer malice deviſed and fer 
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= out by the fooliſh and variable people, God knoweth, bur 
i: - the other isthe more likely, Alſo againſt theday of their 
4 folemne Triumph,his corps was taken out of the graue, & 
| In place thereof,a puppet of (traw put , and afterwards ſer 
; vp ina pulpit fo artificially, reſting the one hand vpon the 


pulpit, and holding the other vpright , that it reſembled 
| Conftantinovery liue'ly,in ſuch ſort as he was wonttopreach. 
| And no doubt but that dumbe [mage did preach as effeu- 
| ally in.many mens hearts atthatiinſtant as euer he himſelf 
——\ * had done being aliue, in derilio of whom this puppit, was 
© | made, Then, at what time that ſentence wasrto be given 
| BJ vpon him (to thehearing whereof, divers came from: pla» 
5 ces farrediſtant from Savll) the Inquilitours. commanded 
| that ir ſhould not be pronounced out of the pulpir where 


other judgements were accuſtomably read , but cauſed the 
Image to eng into their holy Court, and thereto 
haueſentence publiſhed: which place was ſo highythat the 
the people could not well vnderſtand what was read. 
Whereupon Calderonio the temporall Tudge thinking it 
not conuenient, and that ſome other ſubtiltie was meant 
thereby , moued the Inquilitours in open audience, that 
iudgement might bee giuen in the accullomed place, or 
elſe read in ſuch ſortthat the people might vnderſtand vp- 
on what occa(ions they had condemnedhim. Whereunto 
when the Inquiſitors gaue no great eare, but proceeded as 
before, there began to be a great tumultamong the people, 
foraſmuch as they could not well brook that injurie, nor 
indeede would haue put it vp as it ſeemed, but that th 
ſaw Calderonio ſomewhat more quicke with the Inquiſt 
tours , and to tel] them their dutics once againe: ſo that 
they commanded the Image to be carried into the acculto- 
med place, and ſentence to be pronounced aloudgto ſativ 
fie the people withall; The reading whereof, eccupied a- 
bout an hewre and an halfe: and the chiefe matter contai- 
ned therein, was that which I haue receited before out of 
Conſtantmo's booke., Marry, the Inquiſitours added more- 
ouer,that of purpoſe and vpon good conlideration th 
had omitted many things that were ſo horrible,ſo wicked, 
and ſo (trange , that it was ſore againſt God commande- 
ment to viter them in common audience; There bee di- 
uers of this mans works extant that haue paſſedthe print. 
Firſt a briefe ſumme of Chriſtian religion. Alſo one other 
diſcourſe in the ſame argument moreat large , but ſome- 
what imperfe&,or rather ſcarcely halfefiniſhed:for he pur- 
poſed to haue comprehended the whole bodie of Chriſti- 
anceligion, in two tomes. In the former hee treated of 
faith: In the other hee thoughtto have handledthe Sacra» 
ments, and to have ſpoken of. workes, and gtnerally of 
the duetie of a Chriſtian man, As for the former part, it 
was already publiſhed ſome yeares agone: hee 
| '."VEe procured 
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procured to himſelfe ſome diſpleaſure and ſuſpicion of he- 
refie among the common ſort of learned men, foraſmuch 
2s entreating of faith he did not plainly inueigh again(t 
the Lutherans,nor attributed 2ny preeminencetothe Biſh. 
of Rome,but had written rather in derogation of pardons, 
of purgatory,of mens merits, and ſuch other like trifles 
then in aduancement thereof :ypon the which ſuſpicions 
being examined, he would anſwer them,that ſuch matters 
as they wanted in his workes were more pertinent to his 
ſecond tome, wherein he purpoſed to diſcourſe of them 
fomewhatlargely.Howbeit this other volume neuer came 
eo light, except perhaps it were that which was hidden in 
the widows houſe,and:came to the Inquiſitors hands; the 
ym ints whereof the publiſhed , as | have before 
eclared, Moreouer, he ſet forth a Catechiſme,which per- 
haps in other places elſewhere of more freedomeand li- 
bertie was not greatly accounted of, but yet in: theſe pla- 
. ces of darkneſle and ignorance, and vnder ſuch tyranny, 
it gaue much light to many. Fhere be allo extant ſixe ſer- 
mons ofthis good mans, web he made vpon (ix of the firlt 
verſes of the firſt Pſalme, Wherein the learned may ſeegay 
well the profound learning that was in him, as alſo his (in- 
ular art for conueiance. But of all his workes , which 
Grely were as learnedly written and as godly as anie that 
ever were read in Spaine, the confeſhon of a ſinner, not 
{ling two or three ſheeres long , exceededall the reſt, 
both for the zeale, learning, and eloquence vrttered therin, 
moltliuely exprefling the affcRions of a Chriſtian man, 
incident to ſuchan argument, Firſt he bringethina man 
before the iudgement ſeat of God, making himro ſee, and 
lively to lament his owne filthinefſe and abomination, to 
. caſtoff all whatſocuer theſe phariſees flattering themſelues 
with their pwne righteouſneſle were wont tocouer our 
nakednefſe withall, being eyther deviſed or eftabliſhed - 
by man, and therein heeperuſeth all thecen Commande» 
menteorderlyzconfeſling him guiltie ofthe ——_—_ 
x M5 and: 
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and therewithall maketh ſo plaine and abſolate an expo-« 
ſition of the whole law, in that fhort ſummarie, that in 
ſuch abreuiat (be it ſpoken without offenceto any) I haye 
not hitherto ſeeneany ſo lightſome, In theend heeclos 
theth them with the wedding garment of Chriſts righite- 
ouſneſſe by faith, wherewith alonely-heencourageth' arid 
emboldneth man before the face of God, as much as hee 
diſcomforted him before when as he brought himro the 
perfet knowledge of himſelfe,& the conliderationof his 
owne caſe and eſtate. Finally,there is no one iot that con- 
cerneth chriſtian religion,but he hath touched it,referring 
it to ſome purpoſe in that briefe table: nor any affeRion 
thatcan be in a man,from the very firlt letter of thelaw til 
the laſt end of the Goſpel, and the fruition of the heauen- 
Iy habitation, but he hath moſt liucly expreſled it, Neither 
had he been euer ablero-deniſe fuch a peece of worke,not- 
withſtanding his paſling gifts of nature and helps of art, . 
except he had fel learned them by often experience in 
himſelf, All the which books of his writing , worthie (no 
doubt) to be reſerued for ever, albeit the Inquiſitours had 
alittle before vnawares allowed, yet at thistime they con-« 
demned them : not for any __ found in them worthy 
of condemnation (a8 they themfclues teſtified in their ſen- 
tence vpon him) but becauſethere ſhould be nothing ex- 
tant that might remaine as a monument or a memoriall | 
ſounding any wayes to the commendation of him whom. 4 
they had holden accurſed. Laſtly, they ſhewed their poore | 
ſpight vpon that good mans dry bones, which they digged 
outof the earth,8&; vpon that counterfait Image made to 
his likenes. Howbeir hee himſelfe being exalted aboue the 

clouds,& taken out of their chains,% deliuered from their 
vniuſt iudgements(beſidestheloſs of theſe notable & wor- 
thy monuments mentioned before ) hath cauſed a great 
number cf his familiar friends and acquaintance comfort- 
C c%3 lefle- 


